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Translator’s Preface

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the worlds.
And blessings and salutations upon the final Messenger, the Noble Prophet
Muhammad (s) and his immaculate progeny.

The idea of working on an abridged translation of al-Zamakhshari’s
Rabi‘al-Abrar came to this nondescript many years ago, after having first
been introduced to the work through its mention by an orator, when he
quoted an interesting narration therefrom. Having read parts of al-
ZamakhsharT's well-known exegesis, we were curious to find out more
regarding his interesting work Rabi® al-Abrar. Fortunately, our seminary
library had the most recent edition, from Beirut, which had been well
edited and annotated.

Our first impression of this five-volume work, which took us the
better part of a year to read through, was that it contains all manner of
narrations and quotations - from the deeply inspiring to the outright
cringeworthy and ridiculous. It was clear that this was not a text worth
translating in its entirety. Hence, when the opportunity finally availed
itself, we began meticulously going through the work, volume by
volume, and choosing those narrations, reports and quotations that we
felt were interesting and beneficial, and that resulted in the humble
contribution now before the reader. We have classified the narrations
into different sections to make it easier for the reader to navigate the
text. The original Arabic has also been included, as always, to make it
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more accessible to advanced readers, and also because we have opted to
use a non-literal method of translation for this book.

Since al-Zamakhshari’s original work was not meant to be a
collection of hadith, there was never a discussion on the authenticity of
the traditions contained therein. As it is only meant to inspire and edify
the reader, no claims have been made regarding the soundness of the
traditions. However, many of the traditions are indeed found in other
works of hadith, and since they do not pertain to Islamic laws, the
reader can derive benefit from them without apprehension. In
conclusion, we acknowledge that all mistakes in the translation are ours
alone, and pray that the Almighty accept our meagre efforts. We hope
and pray that this book inspires and motivates its readers to become
better believers and strengthens their faith - Amin.



About the Author

Abii al-Qasim Mahmid ibn ‘Umar al-Zamakhshari, famously known as
Jarullah (lit. Allah’s neighbour) apparently due to the many years he
spent in Makkah, is one of the widely known and outstanding Mu‘tazili
scholars who made important contributions in the fields of Qur’anic
exegesis, theology, and Arabic linguistics. His fame primarily rests upon
his Qur’an commentary al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqd’iq al-Tanzil wa ‘Uyun al-
Ghawamid fi Wujiih al-Ta’wil. Biographical dictionaries provide very little
information about al-Zamakhshari’s life. The nisbah al-Zamakhshari is
derived from the place Zamakhshar in Khwarazm, where he was born
on 27" Rajab, 467 AH. Al-Zamakhshari died on 8" Dhii al-Hijja, 538 AH in
Jurjaniyya, and was buried there.

Though of Persian origin, al-Zamakhshari’s command over Arabic
was excellent, and indeed unmatched. He was mostly motivated in his
scholarship to serve and promote the Arabic language. He always taught
his students in Arabic, and used Persian only for those who were
beginners in their studies. Al-Zamakhshari was lame (a‘raj) as he had
one foot amputated at a young age, and used a wooden one in its place.
Al-Zamakhshari’s father was a scholar in their village and he was the
one who taught him the Qur>an. His father wanted him to learn tailoring
since he was handicapped; however, al-Zamakhshari requested to be
sent to Jurjaniyya for further education, and his father finally agreed.
There, he acquired knowledge from a number of renowned scholars.

Al-Zamakhshari compiled four works on hadith: al-Fa@’iq fi Gharib al-
Hadith, Mukhtasar al-Muwafagah bayna Ahl al-Bayt wa al-Sahabah,
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Mutashabih Asami al-Ruwat, and Khas@’is al-‘Asharah al-Kiram al-Bararah.
Aside from this, and his magnum opus that was his exegesis, he wrote
at least forty more works, some of which are not extant while others
have not been edited or published and exist only in manuscript form.
As a teacher, al-Zamakhshari was very successful and it is said that in
any city or town where he entered, people joined him to become his
students. When he passed through Iraq on his way to pilgrimage in
Makkah, people were delighted on his arrival and sought to benefit from
his knowledge. Al-Zamakhshari granted some students a “license”
(ijaza) to transmit what they had learned and written from him.

In one of his travels, he left for Makkah where he stayed in the
neighbourhood of the Holy Precinct (haram) for a while to lead a life of
ascetism and religious contemplation, benefitting from others and
being of assistance to them. Then he returned to Khwarazm and
remained there for some time. It is said that al-Zamakhshari visited and
stayed in Makkah at least twice for a total period of approximately
twelve years. During his second visit, al-Zamakhshari lived in Makkah
for seven years from 526 to 533 AH. It was during this period that he
wrote al-Kashshaf, which, in his own words, took him two years to
complete. He mentions this in the introduction of al-Kashshaf noting
that he completed it in two years even though it was work that would
ordinarily have taken thirty years to complete. He later wrote this work
(Rabi¢ al-Abrar), as he mentions in his own introduction, as a means of
reducing the weariness brought about by the complex discussions

mentioned in his exegesis.



Author’s Introduction

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful - He suffices me and is the
best disposer of affairs. All praise belongs to Allah who made His
servants want to praise Him through those things that elicit praise,
including the blessings He has showered upon them, incipient and
recurrent - a praise that fills the sky and its periodic rain, and the earth
with its sprouting [springs and] vegetation, until it reaches His pleasure
and fulfills what is due by His right as required.

Salutations upon the Noble Prophet who was sent as a mercy to the
worlds and a guide for all people. He nullified the arguments of the
falsifiers with his signs, and effaced the doubts of those who
disacknowledge the Creator with his miracles. And may Allah be pleased
with those who were virtuous and pure from his family and close
relatives, and those who migrated and assisted him among his loved
ones and companions, and those who accompanied him among the non-
Arabs and the Arabs, until they dispelled from him all distress. And may
His mercy be upon those who followed him sincerely, and upon the
scholars of the nation of upright believers in every age.

In this book, my goal is to ease the minds of those who study [my
exegesis] al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa’iq al-Tanzil, and to give comfort to their
tired hearts by making them ponder over how treasures and hidden
gems of knowledge are unearthed, and relief to their exhausted wits by
clarifying its complexities and ambiguities. I wish for its reading to be a
source of enjoyment for one who is weary and studying it to be amusing
for those who are upset. So I have authored it for them to be [like] a



AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION

blooming garden, a fruit-filled orchard, adorned with ornaments, and
bordered with lush greenery, so that they may enjoy its beautiful
flowers and its ripe fruits, and take pleasure at its elegant sights, as their
noses are filled with its fragrance, their mouths delight in its luscious
produce, and their ears listen to the gushing of its copiously flowing
water.

[I wish for] the souls to be drawn towards the coolness of its wide
shade, and the bodies to incline towards its soft and smooth branches
and its beautiful chirping birds - a relaxing promenade, and an
opportunity not to be missed. Whoever secludes himself with it feels no
need for any comrade, and whoever becomes intimate with it forgets
every other intimate companion... If you desire a nightly converse, then
what an excellent partner it is for a conversation by night, and if you
seek information, then you have come upon one that is highly informed!
If you are looking for advice that would lead one to tears, then in it is
what could well up your eyes, and if you are in search of humour, then
in it is what would make you laugh until you expose your teeth!

Among the wisdoms of the family of Dawid, it is written: It behoves
the intelligent one not to neglect four periods: the time wherein he
whispers to his Lord, the time when he takes account of his own soul,
the time he spends with his brothers who are truthful with him
concerning his faults, and the time he spends alone with that which
gives him pleasure from what is lawful and beautiful, for in this last
period is that which assists him in the remaining periods and relaxes
the hearts.

It is reported from °Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, that he said:
Soothe these hearts and seek out for them novel wisdom, for indeed
they grow weary the way bodies grow weary. And in another narration
[he said]: Verily these souls grow weary, and these hearts get sullied, so
seek out novel and amusing discourses of wisdom for them. And it is
said that whenever Ibn ‘Abbas became weary he would say: [Let us have]

vii
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a little recreation. So they would begin talking about tales [of the past]
and reciting poetry... [And other known individuals also spoke about the
importance of this].

I ask Allah to make all that our minds envision in the souls, and all
that our hands write on the pages, [only] for His sake and to seek
thereby His pleasure, and safety from His wrath, and hope for His
forgiveness, for He is the Master who grants every great share and the
provider of bounty that is copious and all-encompassing.



So Said the Almighty (Hadith Qudsi)
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(1) In one tradition, Allah, the Exalted, said: O world, turn bitter for My
believing servant, and do not make yourself sweet for him.
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(2) Allah revealed to ‘Tsa (a): Be forbearing for the people like the earth
beneath their feet, and be generous like the flowing water, and be

merciful like the sun and moon, for indeed they rise upon both the
virtuous and the wicked.
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(3) “Ali reported from the Prophet, that Allah says: O son of Adam, you
are not fair with Me; I show you love by [showering you with] bounties,
yet you show me hate by [your acts of] disobedience. My goodness

descends upon you while your evil ascends to Me, and a noble angel
continually brings Me your ugly deeds every day and night.
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(4) Allah said to Musa (a): O Mis3, know that any friend who does not
join [and congratulate] you in times of joy [and celebration] is actually
your enemy.
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(5) Allah revealed to one of His Prophets: When one who knows Me
disobeys Me, I empower over him one who does not know Me.
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(6) Allah revealed to one of His Prophets: If you wish to reside in the
Holy Assembly [in Paradise], then be alone, sad, and aloof in the world,
like the lone bird that flies in the wilderness and takes refuge on the
treetops. When night falls, it does not seek shelter with the other birds,
[rather] choosing to remain intimate with its Lord and keeping aloof
from others.
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(7) Allah said to Misa, “Do you know why I chose you to converse with
among the people?” He said, “No, my Lord.” He said, “Because [ saw you
wallowing in the dust before Me, like the dog wallows in front of its

master, out of humility, so I wished to raise you from among the
people.”
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(8) Miisa asked, “O Lord, where can I find You?” He answered, “O Miis3,

when you seek Me, you have reached Me.”
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(9) Allah, the Exalted, said to Misa: Verily the example of the Book of

Muhammad among the [other] Books is just like a vessel that contains
milk - each time you churn it, you take out fresh butter.
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(10) Allah revealed to Dawtd: O Dawiid, whoever claims to love Me yet

when night falls, he turns away from Me to sleep, has lied. Does every
lover not love to be alone with his beloved?
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(11) Allah revealed to Miisa that a backbiter would be the last person to

enter Paradise if he repented, and if he persisted [in his backbiting], he
would be the first person to enter the Fire.
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(12) Masa asked, “O Lord, what is the sign that You are pleased with
me?” He said, “Your remembrance of Me, O son of Imran.”
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(13) Allah revealed to Dawad (a): Adopt My morals, and verily one of My
morals is that I am patient, so face the vicissitudes of life with the
patience [worthy] of kings.

e Gl (Al o o A s B e 1 5T (OF)
LAl Sl e J) laws Of
(14) Allah revealed to Miisa (a): For you to put your hand, until the

elbow, inside the mouth of a large sea serpent is more preferrable than
extending it to a rich person who grew up surrounded by poverty.
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(15) Abt Dharr reported from the Prophet (s), “Allah, the Exalted, says:

I have made injustice forbidden to Myself, and have forbidden it to My
servants, so do not act unjustly with each other.”

ATFE 2 Y PU gy K TSN 1=y & ppepvy W e [ (RPN CT )
Sy o ok e G55 e ST3T
(16) Allah revealed to Msa: O Miis3, tell the oppressors among the Bani

Isr2’1l to reduce their mention of Me, for I curse whoever among them
remembers Me until he becomes silent.
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(17) Allah revealed to one of the Prophets: Tell them to conceal their
actions for Me, and it is upon Me to make them manifest for them.
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(18) Miisa (a) asked, “O Lord, who is the most beloved of all people to

You?” He said, “A scholar who seeks out another scholar.”
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(19) Allah revealed to Miisa (a): When you see riches approaching [you],

say [to yourself], ‘it is a sin whose punishment has been hastened.” And

when you see poverty approaching, say ‘welcome to the attire of the
virtuous!’
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(20) Maisa (a) said, “O Lord, You are in the heavens and we are on the
earth, so what is the sign of Your pleasure as distinguished from Your

wrath?” He said, “[It is] when I put the virtuous among you in authority

over you.”
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(21) Allah revealed to Dawtd (a): Verily if you bring back to me a

runaway slave of Mine, I will consider you to be a conscientious

individual, and whomever I consider conscientious, I never punish him
thereafter at all.
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(22) Dawid (a) asked, “My Lord, how should I thank You while I cannot
even offer thanks except by Your blessing?” So He revealed to him, “O
Dawid, do you not know that whatever blessing is with you is from
Me?” He said, “Yes, my Lord.” He said, “I take that [acknowledgement
of yours] as gratitude from you.”
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(23) Miisa (a) said, “O Lord, show me Your hidden blessing.” So He said,
“The two breaths, one of which enters while it is cold, and the other

exits while it is warm. Were it not for these two, your life would be
impaired. Can you comprehend the value of any one of them?”
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(24) Allah, the Almighty, revealed to Miisa (a): Say to My servants who
are discontented by My [allotted] sustenance, “[My Lord says]: Beware,
lest I should get angry and bestow upon you [all the finery of] this
world!”
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(25) He revealed to Musa (a), “Do you know why I give sustenance to the

fool?” He said, “No, O Lord.” He said, “So that it may be known that
sustenance is not acquired through craftiness.”
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(26) Allah, the Exalted, said to YTsuf (a), “Look at the earth,” then it split
open and he saw a tiny creature on a rock, carrying its food. Then He
said, “Do you see how I have not neglected it, so [how] would I neglect
you while you are a Prophet, son of a Prophet, [and] grandson of a
Prophet?”
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(27) The Prophet (s) said, “Allah, the Exalted, says: White hair [of old
age] is My light, and it is not suitable for Me to burn My light with My

fire.”
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(28) The Prophet (s) said, “Allah, the Almighty, says: My love is rightly
deserved by those who love each other for My sake, and My love is
rightly deserved by those who visit each other for My sake.”



Sayings of the Noble Prophet (s)
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(1) The Prophet (s) [said]: For whomever this world is his primary
concern and attachment, Allah will remove needlessness [and
contentment] from his heart and [the fear of] poverty will be brought
before him, and nothing will come to him of this world but what has
been decreed for him. And for whomever the Hereafter is his primary
concern and desire, Allah will remove poverty from his heart and
needlessness [and contentment] will be placed before him, and the
world will be compelled to come to him.
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(2) The Prophet (s) [said]: The best of you is not one who abandons this
world for the Hereafter, nor abandons the Hereafter for this world.

Rather, the best of you is one who takes from this and that [in the
appropriate manner).
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(3) The Prophet (s) [said]: When my nation magnifies this world
[considering it to be great], the prestige of Islam will be taken from it.
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(4) The Prophet (s) [said]: This world is an abode for the homeless and a
possession for the dispossessed. One who has no intellect amasses for it,
and one with no understanding seeks its pleasures. The ignorant one

antagonizes [others] for it and the unlearned one envies for it. And one
without certitude strives for it.
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(5) The Prophet (s) [said], “Should I not inform you about a moment
which is from the moments of Paradise, where the shade is extended,
sustenance is apportioned, mercy is outspread, and supplications are

answered?” They said, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.” He said, “The time

between dawn and sunrise.”
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(6) The Prophet (s) [said]: Beware of this world, for it is more enchanting
than [the magic of] HarGt and Mardat.
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(7) Abt Barzah narrated: The Prophet (s) went out to his companions
while they were contemplating about the Creator, so he said to them,
“Reflect on the creation, and do not contemplate about the Creator, for
indeed He cannot be encompassed by thought. Think about how Allah
has created the heavens in seven [spheres] and the earths in seven
[layers], and the width of each earth is five hundred years, and the
wideness of every heaven is [also] five hundred years, and the distance
between two heavens is five hundred years, and in the seventh heaven
there is a sea whose depth equals the sum of all that, and in it there is
an angel whose heel is not [even] covered by [all the] water [therein].”
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(8) The Messenger of Allah (s) would sometimes go out at night. He
would look at the horizon and say: Glory be to You, the eyes have fallen
asleep, the stars have set, and You are the Ever-living, the Eternal.
Neither the quiet night, nor the towering sky, nor the cozy earth, nor
the deep sea, nor the darkness one above the other conceal anything
from You. You cause the night to pass into day and the day to turn into
night. O Allah, just as You have made the night pass into day and the
day to turn to night, shower upon me and my family [Your divine]
mercy, and do not sever it from me or them, ever.
o Lo 023 B L JitSn o Lot il d 2 1 5 JG Q)
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(9) The Prophet (s) asked Jibra’il, “Why is it that I have never seen
Mika’1l laughing?” He said, “Mi1ka’1l has not laughed since Allah created
the Fire [of Hell].”
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(10) And he (s) said: On the night when I was taken up [to the heavens],
I heard a [loud] thud, so I asked, “O Jibra’il, what was that thud?” He
said, “[It was] a stone that was cast by [the command of] Allah from the
edge of Hell, so it kept falling for seventy years and only just reached
the pit [of Hell].”
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(11) The Prophet (s) said: Rub yourselves with earth, for it is [like a] kind
[mother to you].
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(12) The Prophet (s) said: Search for sustenance is the hidden [part of
the] land.
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(13) In the supplication of the Messenger of Allah (s) [he recited]: O Allah
protect me from the front, from behind, from the right, from the left,

and from above. And I seek refuge in You from being fatally attacked
from below.
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(14) The Messenger of Allah (s) was resting in the house of Umm Sulaym
when he suddenly woke up smiling, so her sister Umm Hiram said, “O
Messenger of Allah, what has made you laugh?” He said, “I saw a group
riding on the back of this sea like kings on their thrones.” And it is
narrated that [he (s) said], “[I saw] people from my nation proceeding
for battle in the way of Allah. They were riding the waves of this sea like
kings upon thrones.” So she said, “Pray to Allah to make me one of
them.” He said, “You are indeed one of them.” Later, ‘Ubadah ibn al-
Samit married her and when he went to battle by sea, he took her with
him. When he returned, a mule was brought close for her to ride on, but
it made her fall and she broke her neck [and died]. That happened at
Cyprus during the time of Mu‘awiyah.
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(15) The Prophet (s) cut open a quince fruit and gave some of it to Ja‘far
ibn Abi Talib saying: Eat, for indeed it clears the complexion and makes
the child beautiful.
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(16) The Prophet (s) [said]: Residents of remote villages are like
inhabitants of graves.
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(17) The Prophet (s) [said]: Beware of the marketplaces, for indeed
Shaytan has laid his eggs there and hatched [them].
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(18) Someone asked the Prophet (s) about the signs of End Times, so he
said, “The collusion of the markets.”" When he was asked about the

meaning of that, he said, “For people to complain to each other of their
lack of attainment [of what they seek therefrom].”
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(19) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever repels an attack on his brother’s
reputation, he shall have a veil [protecting him] from the Fire.
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(20) The Prophet (s) [said]: Increase your brothers, for verily your Lord
is modest and kind; He will feel ashamed of punishing His servant
among his brothers on the Day of Judgment.

! Tagarub al-Aswdgq literally means closeness of markets to each other. However, other
reports explain that here it refers to a collusion between them such that all the traders
in the different markets together decide to withhold their commodities with the hope
of raising the prices, etc. (Tr.)
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(21) He (s) [also reportedly said]: Whoever looks at his brother with

affection, and bears no malice against him in his heart, Allah will forgive
all his past sins [even] before he blinks.
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(22) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever loves his brother should inform
him [of that].

I U ISR AP V- PRI PO WPC RN B (1

55 05l op N BLST 0 gD sall BT (Sl
(23) The Prophet (s) [said]: Should I not inform you who is the most
beloved of you to me and will be seated closest to me on the Day of

Judgment? Those of you who have the best character, are lenient and
affable, and those who get along with others.
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(24) Abii Dharr said, “O Messenger of Allah, if a man loves a group but is
unable to do as they do [what is his status]?” He (s) said, “You, O Aba
Dharr, are with those whom you love.” So Abu Dharr repeated his

question a second time, and the Messenger of Allah (s) repeated the

same answer.
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(25) 1t is reported that the Messenger of Allah (s) kept away from some
of his wives for forty days.
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(26) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day
must honour his neighbour.
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(27) He (s) [also reportedly said]: A bad neighbour in one’s place of
residence is arduous and difficult [to bear].
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(28) He (s) [said]: One of the most trying tribulations is having a bad
neighbour in your place of residence. If he sees good [from you], he
conceals it and if he sees evil, he divulges and discloses it [to everyone].
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(29) A man said to the Messenger of Allah (s), “Teach me something by
which Allah will love me and so will the people.” He said, “As for that
which will make Allah love you, it is detachment from the world, and as

for that which the people will love you, it is giving away to them what
you possess.”
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(30) The Prophet (s) [said]: A believer is sociable, and there is no good in
one who does not get along with anyone.
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(31) The camel of the Messenger of Allah (s), [known as] al-‘Adba> could
never be surpassed in a race. Then a bedouin came on his young riding-
camel and surpassed it, and the Companions were very disappointed by
that. So he (s) said [to them]: Verily, Allah truly does not raise anything
of this world but that He [later] lowers it.
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(32) The envoys of al-Najashi came to the Messenger of Allah (s) so he
stood to serve them. It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, if you had let us
do that, we would have done it for you.” He responded, “This is the way
they treated my companions [so I should extend the same courtesy to
them].”
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(33) The Prophet (s) [said]: Humble yourself for the one who does you a

favour, even if he is an Abyssinian slave and be fair in seeking justice
from the one who wrongs you, even if he is a freeman from the Quraysh.
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(34) The Prophet (s) [said]: The believer is cautious [and deliberate]
while the hypocrite is impetuous [and hasty].
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(35) The Prophet (s) [said], “Nothing affects anything else by itself.” So
a bedouin said, “O Messenger of Allah, verily the scab breaks out on a
camel’s lip or its tail, and then it comes into contact with a large herd of

camels and they all get scabs.” So the Messenger of Allah (s) said, “Then
what made the first scab break out?”
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(36) The Prophet (s) [said]: The most hated of all men in the sight of
Allah is one who is most bitter in his enmity [with others].
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(37) He (s) [also said]: There is no good in bitter argument, even if it is
about a [thing that is] right.
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(38) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever does not accept [the word of] one

who disavows [and seeks to be excused from] his sin, whether he is
truthful or a liar, he will not come to me at the Pool [in the Hereafter].
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(39) Abu Talib said to the Prophet (s), “Do you know what action your
people are considering against you?” He said, “Yes.” He asked, “Who
informed you?” He said, “My Lord.” He said, “What an excellent Lord

your Lord is! So accept what He instructs you as good.” The Messenger
of Allah (s) said, “T accept as good whatever He commands.”
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(40) And he (s) [said]: Overlook the mistakes of respectable [and
magnanimous] individuals.
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(41) He (s) [said]: Verily Allah loves that the mistake of an upright
individual should be forgiven.
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(42) A man told the Messenger of Allah (s), “I have committed a sin.” He
said, “Seek forgiveness from your Lord.” He said, “I repent and then I
repeat [the sin].” He (s) said, “Every time you sin, repent and seek

forgiveness from your Lord, until it is Shaytan who becomes weary [and
sad].”

L s 9 Ll i Y ) (PY)



SAYINGS OF THE NOBLE PROPHET (§)

(43) The Prophet (s) [said]: The forgiveness of kings is [a means for] the
continuity of their kingdom.
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(44) The Prophet (s) [said]: Every religion has a disposition, and the
disposition of Islam is modesty. [It is also reported that] he (s) said:
Modesty is a branch of faith. And [he said]: That which the people learnt

from the earlier Prophets [was]: As long as you feel no shame, act as you
please.”
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(45) The Prophet (s) [said]: May Allah have mercy on the person who
controls his excess speech and generously gives away his excess wealth.
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(46) The Prophet (s) [said]: A believer is one from whom people feel safe.
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(47) The Prophet (s) [said]: Of all the people, the one most admirable in
status to me is the person who believes in Allah and His Prophet,
establishes the prayer, pays the zakat, develops his property, preserves
his faith, and keeps aloof from the [lay] people.

? Meaning as long as your action is not shameful and does not cause you to feel ashamed
of it, you may undertake it. (Tr.)
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(48) He (s) [also said]: The most enviable person is the believer with a
light burden [of worldly expenses and needs], possessed of strong
determination, and good in his worship of his Lord Whom he worships
in secret. He is unknown among the people such that no finger is
pointed at him [by anyone]. He barely makes ends meet, but is patient
with that. Then his death comes early, so what he leaves behind is little
and those who mourn him are few.
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(49) The Prophet (s) [said]: When you see a believer who is often quiet,
keep close to him for indeed he is a recipient of wisdom [from the
Almighty].’
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(50) The Prophet (s) [said] to Abt Dharr: You should keep silent except
from [speaking what is] good, for indeed it is a means of driving away
Shaytan, and an aid in the matter of your faith. In silence there is safety

from regret, and what you miss out due to your silence is less difficult
[to bear] than regaining what you lose due to your speech.

% Or: wisdom comes forth from him. (Tr.)
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(51) The Prophet (s) [said]: The cornerstone of humility is for you to be
the first to greet those whom you meet, and to be satisfied with a seat

that is beneath your station, and to hate being praised for your virtue
and piety, and to abandon bitter argument even if you are on the right.
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(52) The Messenger of Allah (s) gave Abt Sufyan, ‘Uyaynah ibn Hisn, and
Suhayl ibn ‘Amr a hundred camels each, so they said, “O Prophet of
Allah, you give to these people and leave out Ju‘ayl who is a member of
[the loyal tribe of] Bani Ghatfan?” He said, “Ju‘ayl is better than the likes

of these individuals, but I give them so as to win them over, and leave
for Ju‘ayl that which Allah has reserved for him due to his humbleness.”

Aol 52015 ke LB S OF)

(53) The Prophet (s) [said]: Virtue is a habit, and evil is an obstinacy.
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(54) The Prophet (s) [said]: On the Day of Judgment, it will be announced
from within the [Divine] Throne, “What a good forefather was your
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forefather Ibrahim, and what a good brother was your brother ‘Ali ibn
Abi Talib!”
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(55) He (s) [also said]: O ‘Ali, when the Day of Judgment comes, I will hold
on to the special protection of Allah, while you will hold on to my
protection. Your progeny will hold on to your special protection, and
the followers (shi‘ah) of your progeny will hold on to their protection.
Where do you then think we will be taken [if not to Paradise]?
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(56) Abl Dharr once passed by the Prophet (s) while Jibra’ll was with
him, in the form of Dihyah, having a private conversation, so he [walked
by and] did not offer greetings. Jibra’il said, “This is AbQ Dharr. If he
would have offered greetings, we would have responded to him [with
greetings].” So he (s) said, “Do you know who he is, O Jibra’1l?” He said,
“By He Who has sent you with the truth, he is more well known in the
seven heavens than he is on earth.” He (s) asked, “How did he attain that
station?” He said, “[Through] his disinterest in the [wares of] this
perishing world.”
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(57) The Messenger of Allah (s) was taller than average, but he was not
considered very tall. [However,] whenever he walked with those who
were tall, he looked taller than them.
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(58) The Prophet (s) [said]: Believers are amenable and amiable, like the

pliable camel that goes wherever it is led, and [even] rests on a rock if it
is made to rest [upon it].
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(59) The Prophet (s) [said]: Three [types of individuals] may be excused
for [their temporary bouts of] bad character: the sick, the fasting, and
the traveller.
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(60) The Prophet (s) [said]: Verily anger is a burning coal that is kindled

within the human being. Do you not see how when he gets angry his

eyes turn red and his veins bulge? So whoever experiences any of that

should rub his cheek on the earth [in humility before Allah, and he will
calm down].
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(61) A man asked the Messenger of Allah (s), “What is the most severe

thing?” He said, “Allah’s wrath.” He asked, “What will distance me from
the wrath of Allah?” He (s) said, “Your avoidance of anger [on others].”
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(62) The Prophet (s) [said]: Establish ties with the one who cuts you off,
give the one who deprives you, and forgive the one who wrongs you.
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(63) The Prophet (s) [said]: Forbearance and deliberateness are qualities
of Prophets, and whoever is hasty errs.
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(64) It is reported that the Prophet (s) said [while addressing the people]

on the pulpit: We note in a proverb that the Arabs [of old] would say:
Behold, all things without Allah are void.
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(65) The Prophet (s) [said]: Verily Allah has, in the face of every
innovation conspired against Islam, a close, righteous servant who
defends it.
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(66) The Prophet (s) [said]: I fear nothing for my nation save weakness
in conviction.

(67) The Prophet (s) [said]: The best way of guidance is the way of
Muhammad, and the worst of matters are the unprecedented [novelties

in religion].
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(68) The Prophet (s) [said]: The emptiest houses are those that are
empty of the Book of Allah, the Exalted.
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(69) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever reads the Qur’an and then thinks

that there is one who has been given something better than him has
belittled what Allah has made great.
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(70) He (s) [also said]: Allah recited Taha and Yasin a thousand years
before He created the [earthly] creatures, and when the angels heard
the recitation, they remarked, “Blessed is the nation upon whom this is

revealed, and blessed are the minds that memorize this, and blessed are
the tongues that recite this!”
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(71) He (s) [also said], “Verily the hearts get rusted just as iron gets

rusted.” So someone asked, “O Messenger of Allah, then how can they
be polished?” He said, “By reciting the Qur’an and remembering death.”
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(72) He (s) [also reportedly said]: Allah listens more keenly to the reciter
of the Qur’an than the owner of a singing slave girl listens to his slave
girl.
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(73) He (s) [said]: Recite the Qur’an inasmuch as it prevents you [from

evil], but when it does not prevent you [from evil], then [know that] you
have not read it [properly].
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(74) The Messenger of Allah (s) [said]: Verily the Qur’an was revealed
with sadness, so when you recite it, [do so trying to] feel the sadness.
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(75) The Prophet (s) [said]: When one of you rises up in the night to pray,

let him recite audibly for indeed the angels and the [jinn among the]
inhabitants of the abode listen to his recitation and pray along with him.
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(76) The Prophet (s) [said]: The banner of faith is prayer, so whoever

frees his heart of all preoccupation for it, and performs it in the
prescribed manner, then he is a [true] believer.
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(77) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever preserves [and carefully performs]
the five daily prayers, with perfect purification and at the proper time,
they will be a light and a proof for him on the Day of Judgment, but
whoever neglects them will be raised with Fir‘awn and Haman.

U (LTl b i e 5 0 m@\;ag,f&gm iy} oy JLB (VA)
JM‘ Sjﬁgf G:CT
(78) A man said to the Messenger of Allah (s), “Supplicate to Allah asking

Him to grant me your company in Paradise.” So he (s) said, “Assist me
[in that supplication] by prostrating [to Allah] frequently.”
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(79) The Messenger of Allah (s) devoted himself to prayer after he had
been given glad tidings of Paradise, because of the verse wherein Allah,
the Glorified, says: Enjoin your family to pray and be steadfast in [observing]

it (Q20:132). So he would enjoin his family and would remain steadfast
in its observance himself.
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(80) He (s) [said]: Verily the hearts have eagerness and are [at times]
unenthusiastic, so whenever they are eager, make them bear the

performance of recommended acts of worship, but when they are
unkeen, restrict yourself to what is obligatory.
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(81) The Prophet (s) [said]: Prayer [offered] right after brushing one’s
teeth is better than seventy-five prayers without brushing teeth.
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(82) The Prophet (s) [said]: Three [types of] people will be on heaps of
[sweet smelling] black musk on the Day of Judgment, neither worried
about accounting [for their deeds] nor terrified as the other people are:
The person who recited the Qur’an for attaining the pleasure of Allah,
the Exalted, and led the people while they were happy with him; the
person who recited the adhan in a masjid and called people to Allah,
solely for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted; and the person who was
tested by bondage in the world, but that did not preoccupy him from
working for the Hereafter.
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(83) He (s) [said]: The Hand of Allah is on the head of the caller of the
adhan until he completes his adhan.
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(84) The Prophet (s) [said]: The zakat of the body is fasting.
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(85) He (s) [also said]: The one who fasts has two joys: one during the
opening of the fast and the other when he meets his Lord.
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(86) Abti Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, asked, “O Messenger of
Allah, which charity is the best?” He said, “The striving of one who has
little which he takes to [give] a person who is [more] needy.”
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(87) The Prophet (s) [said]: No servant is good in giving charity [while
he is alive] but that [Allah] ensures all that he leaves behind is well taken
care of [and brings benefit to his heirs].
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(88) He (s) [said]: Charity closes off seventy doors of evil.
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(89) He (s) [said]: Repel the censure of a beggar even if it is by [giving
only] a meagre amount of food.
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(90) Our Prophet (s) would not delegate two tasks to anyone else: He

would prepare his water [for ablution] and cover it with his own hand,
and he would give to the beggar with his own hand.
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(91) He (s) [said]: There is no Muslim who clothes a [needy] Muslim but
that he remains under the protection of Allah as long as [even] a small
piece [of that cloth] remains on him.
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(92) The Prophet (s) [said]: Choose the best sacrificial animals, for verily
they will be your modes of transport over the sirat.
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(93) The Prophet (s) [said]: Verily Allah has promised that six hundred
thousand will perform pilgrimage of this House every year, so if fewer
come Allah completes the number by [sending] angels. Indeed the
Ka‘bah will be raised [on the Day of Judgment] like a bride taken in her
procession, and whoever performed its pilgrimage will cling on to its
covers and go around it, until it enters Paradise and they enter
alongside it.

7
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(94) Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah [said]: A beggar came to the
Messenger of Allah (s), so he asked him, “Have you sought [assistance]
from anyone among my companions?” The man replied, “No.” So he
said, “Go to the masjid and ask them.” So he [went there and] asked
them but they did not give him anything. Then he passed by Ali and
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asked him while he was in ruki, so he gave him his hand and let him
take his ring.
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(95) The Prophet (s) [is reported to have said]: When I was taken to the
heavens by night, I saw a group eating a corpse, so I said, “O Jibra’il, who

are these?” He said, “They are the ones who eat the flesh of people [by
backbiting and slander].”
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(96) The Messenger of Allah (s) said in his sermon on the day of [the

Battle of] al-Ahzab: O Allah, blunt their weapons, strike their faces, and
scatter them in the land the way strong winds scatter locusts.
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(97) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever sends blessings upon me, the angels

send blessings upon him as long as he sends blessings upon me, so let
the servant [of Allah] do that, be it occasionally or frequently.
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(98) He (s) also said: Whoever sends blessings upon me in writing, the

angels continually seek forgiveness for him as long as my name is on
that piece of writing.
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(99) He (s) said: Verily there are angels moving about on the earth who
convey to me the salutations of my nation.

(100) He (s) said: No one sends salutations upon me but that my soul
returns so that I may respond to his greeting.
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(101) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever starts his morning with the

remembrance (dhikr) of Allah, the Exalted, and ends his night with
repentance, he will be forgiven for everything in between.
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(102) Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, reported from the Prophet
(s) [that he said]: It is from the character of the Prophets and the
veracious ones to smile when they see each other and shake hands when

they meet each other; and the one who visits another for the sake of
Allah has the right of being honoured by him.
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(103) The Prophet (s) [said]: Place people in their rightful positions
[treating them with the respect they deserve].
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(104) The Messenger of Allah (s) passed by some young children in a
classroom and greeted them.
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(105) A group of fools from among the Bani Tamim came to the
Messenger of Allah (s) and said, “O Muhammad, come out - we want to
talk to you!” So the Messenger of Allah (s) was upset by this and he
disliked their manifest lack of etiquette, so [Allah] revealed: Verily most

of those who call out to you from outside your private quarters have no
understanding [of etiquette and manners] (Q49:4).
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(106) Jarir ibn ‘Abdillah [said]: Since I accepted Islam, the Prophet (s)

never saw me but that he gave me a smile.
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(107) From the day he entered Madinah, the Messenger of Allah (s)

would say: Spread [greetings of] peace, speak good words, share your

food, and pray at night while the people are asleep, [by doing so] you
will enter Paradise with peace [and blessings].
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(108) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever among the people is shown
honour [and respect] must not leave it [and turn away], and should take
of it whether it is little or much.
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(109) The Prophet (s) [said]: The supplication that starts with the
basmalah is never rejected, for indeed my nation will come on the Day
of Judgment saying “In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful,”
so their good deeds will become weighty on the scale. The other nations
will say, “What has made the scales of Muhammad’s nation heavier?” So
the Prophets will reply, “Their commencing their speech with three
names of Allah which, if they were placed on one side of the scale and
on the other side all the evil deeds of the creatures were placed, their
good deeds would be heavier [then all that]!”
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(110) Jabir [said]: The Messenger of Allah (s) said, “There is no house in
which one is named Muhammad but that Allah expands for them their
sustenance. So when you name them [that], do not strike them or revile

them; and whoever has three sons and does not name one of them
Ahmad or Muhammad has wronged me.”
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(111) Aba al-Darda’ [narrated] from him (s): Verily you will be called on

the Day of Judgment by your names and the names of your fathers, so
choose good names [for yourselves].
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(112) He (s) would change some names. He named al-Siddiq ‘Abdullah
while his name during the Age of Ignorance had been ‘Abd al-Ka‘bah,
and [he named] Ibn ‘Awf ‘Abd al-Rahman when his name had been ‘Abd
al-Harith, and [he named] Hazn Sahl. [He changed the name] al-Mudtaji
to al-Munbaith, and the land called ‘Ufrah to Khudrah. [He changed]
Shu‘ab al-Dalalah to Shu‘ab al-Huda, Bani al-Zinyah to Bani al-Rishdah,

Bani Mughwiyyah to Bani Rushd, and Bani al-Samma’ to Bani al-
Sami‘ah.’
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* The names he changed had negative connotations, so he changed them to positive
ones. (Tr.)
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(113) 1t has been narrated that a Jew sought repayment of a debt from
the Messenger of Allah (s), so the Messenger of Allah (s) said, “Did I not
already repay you?” But the Jew sought witnesses, so the Prophet asked
his companions, “Who among you will testify for me?” Khuzaymah said,
“I will, 0 Messenger of Allah.” He (s) asked, “How will you testify to it
when you were not present and had no knowledge of it?” He said, “O
Messenger of Allah, we believe you regarding revelation from the
heavens, so how can we not believe you concerning the repayment of a
debt?” So his testimony was accepted and he was named for that,
because his single testimony equalled the testimony of two men.
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(114) The Prophet (s) [said]: You should start journeying from the
beginning of the night, for verily the earth folds up at night in a way
that it does not fold during daytime.
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(115) The Messenger of Allah (s) used to dislike for a person to travel
without companions, and [it is reported that] he said: A lone rider is
[accompanied by] a devil, two riders are [accompanied by] two devils,
but three are a [safe] group.
o Lo el o T Sl Ol 5 Bs s i 1 (119)
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(116) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever grows white hair of old age as a
Muslim, it shall be a light for him on the Day of Judgment as long as he
does not dye it or remove it.
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(117) The Prophet (s) [said]: It is enough to qualify as evil for a person to
frighten his Muslim brother.
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(118) Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah [said]: The Messenger of Allah (s) was asked

about faith, so he said, “[It is] patience and gentleness.”
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(119) The Prophet (s) [said]: Patience is [requried most] during the
initial shock.

bl a

(120) The Messenger of Allah (s) used to stitch his clothes and repair the
soles of his sandals. And most of his household work involved sewing.
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(121) Hudhayfah reported that the Messenger of Allah (s) [said]: There
will come after me a group who will sing the Qur’an like the singing of

* The term samahah also means munificence and tolerance. (Tr.)
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melodies, hymns and lamentations; [with it] not going beyond their
throats. Their hearts are beguiled, as are the hearts of those who are
impressed by them.
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(122) The Prophet (s) [said]: A truthful businessman is never reduced to
poverty.
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(123) The Prophet (s) [said]: Verily among my nation are those who
cannot go to the masjid because they have no [proper] clothes to wear,
yet their faith prevents them from begging others. Among them are
Uways al-Qarani and Furat ibn Hayyan.
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(124) ‘Abdullah [narrated:] A man came to the Messenger of Allah (s)
and said, “Such-and-such tribe raided my camels, cows, and sheep [so
help me].” So he said, “The family of Muhammad has nothing other than
this mudd [of food to offer you], so we will pray to Allah [to bless you].”
The man returned to his wife and informed her about this, so she said,
“What a nice response he gave you!” Then Allah returned His blessings
to the man, [giving him] much more than he had before. The Messenger
of Allah (s) stood up, praised and glorified Allah, and instructed the
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people to supplicate to Allah and seek [their needs] from Him, and he
recited: And whoever is mindful of Allah, He will make a way out for him
(Q65:2).
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(125) Hudhayfah [narrated] from him (s): Whoever consumes less, his

stomach remains sound and his heart becomes pure. As for one who
consumes more, his stomach becomes ill and his heart becomes hard.
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(126) He (s) [also said]: Do not make your hearts die by eating and
drinking too much, for verily the heart dies just like the plant that is
watered too much dies.
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(127) The Prophet (s) [said]: Allah has not adorned a man with any
adornment better than temperance of his stomach.°
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(128) The Prophet (s) [said]: Honour bread, for verily Allah has honoured
it and made the blessings of the heaven and earth subject to it.
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¢ Temperance of the stomach refers to moderation in consuming food and drink, as well
as restricting oneself to what is lawful to consume, (Tr.)
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(129) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever eats while one with two eyes looks
at him, and he does not [offer to] share [his food], he will be afflicted
with a malady that has no remedy.

S e ok il o5 ASTh plalall e Tt Lol e 1 2 (O

(130) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever picks up some food and eats it,

Allah will make his body forbidden to the Fire [of Hell].
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(131) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever eats of that which falls on the

tablecloth, he will live in comfort, and his children and grandchildren
will be protected from weak-mindedness.
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(132) The Prophet (s) [said]: O “Alj, start [your meals] with salt and end
with it, for verily by it there is a cure for seventy ailments. And it is
narrated that one of the Prophets had complained to Allah of [physical]

weakness, so He commanded him to cook meat in butter, for indeed
there is [a source of] strength in them both.
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(133) The Prophet (s) [said]: Eating in the marketplace is lowliness.
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(134) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever enters [a place] without being
invited is like one who enters as a thief and leaves as a raider, and one
who does not respond to an invitation [by his brother] has disobeyed
Allah and His Messenger.
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(135) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever feeds his brother until he is
satiated, and gives him drink until he is quenched, Allah distances him

from the Fire by seven trenches with the space between each of the
trenches being equal to a journey of five hundred years.
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(136) The Prophet (s) [said]: The worst food is the celebratory meal
(walimah) to which the rich are invited but not the poor.
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(137) The Prophet (s) [said]: The promise of a believer is like something
[tangible] taken by the hand.
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(138) The Prophet (s) [said]: Abandon that which makes you doubt for
that which does not cause you doubt, for whoever grazes near forbidden
pastures is in danger of falling therein.
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(139) Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah [said]: I heard the Messenger of Allah (s), three
days before he passed away, saying, “[Let it be that] none of you dies
except while he thinks positively about Allah.”
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(140) The Messenger of Allah (s) passed by two men who were
quarreling, and one of them was being aggressive and assaultive while
the other said, “Allah suffices me, Allah suffices me.” So he (s) said, “O

man, defend yourself with some evidence and [only] when you are
rendered incapable of that should you say, ‘Allah suffices me.”
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(141) The Prophet (s) [said]: If one mountain were to tyrannize another,
He would level the tyrant [mountain] to dust.
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(142) He (s) [also said]: The evil that brings the quickest punishment is
tyranny [and wrongful aggression].
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(143) [1t is reported about] Ja‘far ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with
him: When he returned to the Messenger of Allah from Abyssinia, he (s)
asked him, “What was the most amazing thing you saw in Abyssinia?”
He said, “I [once] saw a woman carrying a basket of fine wheat on her
head when a rider passed by her and pushed her so she fell down and
all the wheat poured out. She began to gather it saying, ‘Woe to you
from the Requiter of the Day of Requital, when He will place His chair of
judgment [over the creation] and take the right of the oppressed from
the oppressor.”” So the Messenger of Allah said, “Any nation that does
not secure the rights of its weakest members without causing them
discomfort cannot [dutifully] worship [and glorify] Allah.”
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(144) The Prophet (s) [said]: The example of one who emancipates [his
slaves] upon his death is like one who gifts [his remaining food] once he
is satiated.

oilsie 588 e o651 sl il o (VF0)

(145) The Prophet (s) [said]: Reprimand your servants based on their
level of intelligence [and understanding].
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(146) The Prophet (s) [said]: The worst property during the End Times
will be slaves.
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(147) The Prophet (s) [said]: Your most bitter enemy is your the [carnal]
soul that is within you.
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(148) The Prophet (s) [said]: Should I not inform you of the evil ones
among you? He who eats alone [not sharing his meal with anyone],

beats his servant, and withholds his assistance. Should I not inform you
of one worse than that? One who hates the people and is hated by them.
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(149) The Prophet (s) [said]: Take the aid of secrecy in your affairs, for
verily every blessed one is envied.
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(150) The Prophet (s) [said]: The best thing granted to a believer is good
character, and the worst thing given to a person is an evil heart in a
handsome [outer] form.
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(151) The Prophet (s) [said]: Allah adorned the heavens with three: the
sun, the moon, and the stars. And He adorned the earth with three: the
scholars, the rain, and the just ruler.
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(152) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever falls in love but remains chaste
and hides [his feelings], then he dies, he will have died a martyr.
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(153) The Prophet (s) [said]: Allah does not bestow any servant [with]
intelligence but that He saves him through it one day.
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(154) He (s) [also said]: The intellect is a light in the heart by which truth
is distinguished from falsehood.
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(155) The Prophet (s) [said]: The advisor is [trusted as] an aide.
5O s ansal Jandl s 15 01 (105)
(156) The Prophet (s) [said]: The best action is that which is constantly

practiced, even if it be small.
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(157) The Prophet (s) [said]: Learn whatever you wish to know, for Allah
will not let you benefit from the knowledge until you act upon it. Verily

the concern of scholars is comprehension whereas the concern of the

fools is rote narration.
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(158) The Prophet (s) [said]: The clever one is he who subjugates his
[base] self and works for what is to come after death, while the
incompetent one follows the inclinations of his [base] self and then
hopes [for mercy] from Allah.
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(159) The Prophet (s) [said]: Walking briskly takes away the prestige of

a believer.
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(160) He (s) [also said]: The ink of scholars and the blood of martyrs will
be weighed on the Day of Judgment, and none of the two will be heavier
than the other. Indeed setting out early in order to gain knowledge is
more beloved to Allah than [participating in] a hundred battles. No one
goes out to gain knowledge but that an appointed angel gives him glad
tidings of Paradise. Whoever dies and leaves behind as inheritance
inkwells and pens, he shall enter Paradise.

Al sl e Al ade 3 o ) Bl 18 01 (09Y)

(161) The Prophet (s) [said]: The treachery of a man in his knowledge is
worse than his treachery in his wealth.
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(162) The Prophet (s) [said]: The best among you is the best in

cognizance [of Allah].
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(163) The Prophet (s) [said]: Learn knowledge, and gain through it

tranquility and forbearance. Do not be among the despotic scholars
otherwise your knowledge will not stand through your ignorance.
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(164) He (s) [also said]: Flattery is not from the etiquette of a believer,
except in seeking knowledge.
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(165) The Prophet (s) [said]: My nation’s destruction lies in two things:
abandonment of knowledge and amassing of wealth.
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(166) A man asked the Messenger of Allah (s) about the best of actions,
so he said, “Knowledge about Allah and a deep understanding of His
religion,” and he repeated these two [answers] for him. So the man said,
“0 Messenger of Allah, I am asking you about actions yet you are telling
me about knowledge?” So he (s) said, “Verily knowledge will benefit you

even with little action, while ignorance will not benefit you even [when
accompanied] with a lot of action.”
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(167) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever embarks on a path in search of
knowledge, it will lead him to the path towards Paradise.
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(168) The Prophet (s) [said]: Verily the angels place their wings on the
ground for the seeker of knowledge [to walk on].
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(169) The Prophet (s) [said]: Allah does not give anyone knowledge but
that He takes from him a covenant that he must not conceal it from
anyone [who seeks it].
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(170) The Prophet (s) [said]: The scholar and the student of knowledge

are the same in terms of the reward [they attain]. They will come on the
Day of Judgment [and enter Paradise quickly] like two swift race-horses.
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(171) A man from the Ansar said to the Prophet (s), “I hear your words
but cannot commit them to memory.” So he (s) said, “Take the help of
your right hand (meaning: write it down).”
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(172) The Prophet (s) [said]: No gift has been given by a father to his son
better than good etiquette.
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(173) The Prophet (s) [said]: Looking at the faces of scholars is [a form
of] worship.
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(174) The Prophet (s) [said]: Goodness is in the sword, there is goodness
[that can be attained] with the sword, and goodness [may be achieved]
by the sword.
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(175) The Prophet (s) [said]: Do not aspire to meet the enemy [in battle],

and ask Allah for wellbeing. But when you meet them, be patient and
know that verily Paradise is under the shade of the swords.
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(176) The Prophet (s) [said]: There is no drop more beloved to Allah than
the drop of blood [that falls] in His way, or the teardrop [that is shed] in
the darkness of night out of fear [and awe] of Him.
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(177) The Prophet (s) [said]: The worst qualities that may be in a person
are greedy niggardliness and debilitating cowardice.
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(178) The Prophet (s) [said]: There is no assassination’ in Islam. And he
also [reportedly] said: Islam put [severe] restrictions on assassination.
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7 The term fatk refers to fatally attacking an unarmed person when he is unaware.
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(179) The Prophet (s) [said]: A believer’s eyes do not well up with tears
out of the fear of Allah but that Allah forbids the Fire to touch his body,
and if they roll down his cheeks, his face will neither be abased nor
disgrace. And if a servant from any nation cries [in this way], Allah will
surely save that nation from the Fire due to the crying of that servant.
There is no deed but that it has some weight and reward, except the
tear, for indeed it can extinguish entire seas of fire.
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(180) Ja‘far ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, came to the
Messenger of Allah (s) after being [in Abyssinia] with al-Najashi, and at
that moment Khaybar had just been conquered. So he met him,
embraced him, and kissed his eyes saying, “I do not know which of the

two I am more pleased with, the conquest of Khaybar or the return of
Ja‘far.”
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(181) The Prophet (s) [said]: A [newborn] child is a fragrant flower from
Paradise.
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(182) The Prophet (s) [said]: Keeping ties with near relatives leads to
healthy offspring and increase in [one’s] wealth.
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(183) The Prophet (s) [said]: Allah does not accept charity from anyone
with a close relative who is hungry.
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(184) The Prophet (s) [said]: The best charity is that which is given to an
estranged close relative.
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(185) The Prophet (s) [said]: Accursed [and most] accursed is one who
claims to be the son of other than his [own] father, or alleges [to be
related to] other than his [own] relatives.
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(186) The Prophet (s) [said]: The right of the elder brother over the
younger ones is like the right of the father over his children.
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(187) The Prophet (s) [said]: Fatimah came with her two sons to the
Messenger of Allah and said, “O Messenger of Allah, gift them
something.” So he (s) said, “May your father be your ransom! Your
father has no property that he can gift to them.” Then he took al-Hasan
and kissed him, and making him sit on his right thigh he said, “As for
this son of mine, I gift him my character and dignity.” He then took al-
Husayn and kissed him, and making him sit on his left thigh he said, “I
hereby gift him my courage and generosity.”
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(188) Abi Dharr [narrated]: The Messenger of Allah (s) told me for six
days, “Grasp what I tell you O Aba Dharr.” And on the seventh day, he
said, “I advise you to be mindful of Allah in your private and public
affairs, and when you do something wrong [make up for it and] do
something good. Never ask anyone for anything, even if it is your fallen
whip, and never entrust a trust [to anyone unworthy]s, and never
undertake the responsibility of [managing the property of] an orphan,
and never judge between two people [unless you are sure you can be

fair].”
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(189) A man said to the Prophet (s), “I secretly have four habits:
fornication, theft, drinking wine, and lying. Which one of these would
you wish me to leave for your sake, O Messenger of Allah?” He replied,
“Stop lying.” So when he left, he planned to fornicate but then said, “He
will ask me about it so if I deny it, I will have broken my promise to him,
and if I admit it, I will be punished or stoned.” Then he planned to steal,
and then to drink wine, but again the same thought came to his mind.
So he returned to him (s) and said, “You have seized the way from me,
so I have left all of the habits together.”

¢ In other versions: never accept any trust that is entrusted to you (as an amanah).
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(190) The Prophet (s) [said], “May Allah curse the triple destroyer.” So
he was asked, “Who is the triple destroyer?” He replied, “The one who

slanders his companion to the king, thereby destroying himself, his
companion, and the king.”
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(191) The Prophet (s) [said]: During the last days of this nation, there
will be languages of non-Arabs and Arabs [spoken among the people],

yet a man will meet his brother and inform him of other than what is
[truly] in his heart.
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(192) Mu‘adh ibn Jabal [said]: The Prophet (s) said to me, “O Mu‘adh,
beware lest we see upon you the signs of the righteous while you are

bereft of it (i.e. righteousness), otherwise you will be raised with the

pretentious ones.”
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(193) The Prophet (s) [said]: The generous one is he who attains wealth

from lawful sources, and spends it where it is rightfully due. Allah
revealed to Miis3, “Do not kill al-Samiri for he is indeed generous.”
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(194) Abu Talhah al-Ansari [said]: T heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say,
“Angels do not enter a house in which there is a dog or a statue.”
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(195) In the advice that the Prophet (s) gave to Abi Dharr, may Allah be
pleased with him [he said], “Wear rough and thick clothes out of
humbleness towards Allah, perhaps self-exaltation and arrogance will
then not find a means of entering your heart. While worshipping Allah,
adorn yourself with a good outward appearance, with chastity, nobility,
and grace, for that would indeed not harm you, and it might even evoke

remembrance for you.”
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(196) “Ali (a) prepared two new sandals for the Messenger of Allah (s),
and when he saw them, he liked them very much. So he immediately
fell into prostration and then said, “I seek refuge with the Light of Your
Face that I should ever like a thing that You dislike. Then he gave them
away in charity and did not wear them.”
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(197) Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah [said]: The Prophet (s) wore a ring on his right
hand.
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(198) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever passes the night intoxicated,
spends it as a bridegroom of Satan.
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(199) He (s) [also said]: There is no Muslim who falls ill but that Allah

makes his sins fall away thereby, just as the tree sheds its leaves [in the

winter].
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(200) Whenever the Prophet (s) saw a small pustule on his body, he

would invoke [Allah] in supplication, and would say, “Verily when Allah
wishes to make a small thing huge [and severe], He does so0.”
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(201) The Prophet (s) [said], “Three individuals are [going to be] under

the shade of the Throne: One who visits the sick, one who participates
in the funeral of the dead, and one who consoles a bereaved parent.”
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(202) The Prophet (s) [said], “Three types of sick people need not be
visited: One who has boils [on his body], inflammation of the eyes, or a
toothache.”
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(203) The Prophet (s) [said]: Whoever sells a house or real estate and

then does not use the money to buy another property like it, then that
wealth is worthy of not being blessed by Allah.
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(204) The Prophet (s) [said]: Never be impressed by a person who earns
wealth unlawfully, for indeed if he donates it, it is not accepted from
him and if he withholds it, it is not a source of blessing for him; and if

he dies and leaves it behind, it becomes his provision [that will take him]
to the Fire.
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(205) The Prophet (s) [said]: One who economizes is never left destitute.
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(206) The Prophet (s) [said]: Economizing is half of livelihood, and good
character is half of faith.

5N Ol s Ll L ade ma o wlisY1 sl i85 o1 (VoY)

(207) The Prophet (s) [said]: The most wretched of all wretches is he who
faces both poverty in the world and chastisement in the Hereafter.
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(208) The Prophet (s) [said]: A believer is only afraid of poverty because
he fears the afflictions it may cause his faith.
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(209) The Prophet (s) [said]: Jibra’il (a) said to me, “O Muhammad,

whoever extends a [helping] hand to you, then reward him; but if you
cannot, then praise him [and thank him] for it.”
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(210) A man said to the Messenger of Allah (s), “I love to be praised.”
And it was as though he feared for himself [due to this trait]. So he (s)

said, “And what prevents you from loving to live a praiseworthy life or
to die a death where you are missed.”
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(211) The Prophet (s) [said]: Verily a man may speak something that

causes his sitting companions to laugh, but ends up being thrown down
further than the [distance to the] third mansion of the moon.
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(212) In his (s) advice to Abi Dharr [he said]: Visit the graves as that will
remind you of the Hereafter, but do not visit them at night. Wash the
dead as that will move your heart, for indeed a dead corpse is a great
lesson. And pray over the dead for perhaps that will make you sad, and
indeed the sorrowful are under Allah’s shade.
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(213) Abt Dharr [said:] 1 asked, “O Prophet of Allah (s), how many books
have been revealed by Allah?” He said, “A hundred and four books. Allah
revealed fifty scriptures to Shith, thirty to Idris, ten to Ibrahim, and ten
to Misa. And He revealed the Tawrat, the Injil, the Zabiir, and the
Furqan.” 1 asked, “What were the scriptures of Ibrahim?” So he
mentioned that they contained the verse: He who purifies it is successful...
until the end of the strah (Q87), and in it was [also] the following
address: ‘0 king who is dominating, tyrannical, and haughty, I have not
sent you to accumulate this world and amass its wealth. Rather, I have

sent you to respond to the call of the oppressed, for verily I will never
turn away the cry of the oppressed, even if it is from a disbeliever.’
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(214) He (s) [also said]: After me there shall be some rulers who offer
wise advice from their pulpits, while their hearts are more malodorous
than a carcass.
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(215) The Prophet (s) [said]: The strongest weapon of Iblis is women.
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(216) The Prophet (s) [said]: A believer is a mirror to a believer, and a

believer is a brother to a believer, he protects him against loss and
defends him behind his back.
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(217) The Prophet (s) [said]: The example of believers in their mutual
affection, compassion, and empathy, is like that of a single body; when

one of its organs is ailing, the rest of the body reacts with sleeplessness
and fever.
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(218) He (s) [said]: When Allah’s blessings upon an individual are great,
his responsibility to provide for the people also becomes great.
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(219) The Prophet (s) [said]: A good turn is only appropriate with one
who possesses honour and faith, just as training [of camels and horses]
is only appropriate for the strong [and mature animals].
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(220) The Prophet (s) [said]: 1 am the partner of the concealers. Meaning
those who conceal their favours [upon others].
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(221) The Prophet (s) [said]: A dream is [suspended, as] on the wing of a
bird as long as it is not interpreted, but when it [is interpreted, it]’

settles, so do not relate it except to one who has affection for you or is
a person of [good] judgment.
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(222) The Prophet (s) [said]: A good dream is glad tidings for the believer
of what awaits him with Allah of honour in the Hereafter.
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(223) Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah [said]: We were sleeping in the masjid, and ‘Ali

was also with us, when the Messenger of Allah (s) came [to us] and said,
“Stand up and do not sleep in the masjid.” So we all stood up to leave,

° The added phrase is adduced from the alternative versions of this tradition where the
term ‘ubbirat, which is elided or missing in this version, has been added. (Tr.)
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but he said, “As for you, O ‘Ali, you may sleep for it has been permitted
to you.”
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(224) The Prophet (s) [said]: Trustworthiness is affluence.
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(225) And he (s) [also] said: A gift is sustenance from Allah, so whoever
is given a gift should accept it.
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(226) The Prophet (s) [said]: A gift attracts [and wins over] the ears, the
eyes, and the heart.
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(227) He (s) [also said]: Contentment is wealth that never gets depleted.
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(228) Jibra’il came to the Messenger of Allah (s) with all the treasures of
this world, upon a gray mule, and said to him, “This is the world, take it,
and nothing of your share with Allah will reduce thereby.” So he (s)

replied, “O Jibra’il, I have no need for it. O Jibra’il, [I am satisfied to]
remain hungry for two [days] and be satiated for one.”
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(292) The Prophet (s) [said]: Were you to put your trust in Allah as you
ought to, He would grant you sustenance the way he grants it to the bird
that flies out in the morning hungry and returns satiated.
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(230) In the treatise of ‘Ubaydulldh ibn Sulayman ibn Wahab [it is
narrated]: The Messenger of Allah (s) saw Aba Sufyan approaching on a
donkey, and with him was his son Mu‘awiyah, leading it (i.e. his donkey)
and [his grandson] Yazid was driving it from behind; [so he said], “May
Allah curse the rider, the one leading him, and the one driving him.”
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(231) ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far, may Allah be pleased with him, [narrated]:
The Messenger of Allah (s) visited the garden of a man from the Ansar,
when he suddenly came upon a camel. When it saw the Messenger of
Allah, it lowered its head and tears began to flow from its eyes. He went
towards it and wiped its tears, so it calmed down. Then he asked, “To
whom does this camel belong?” A young man from the Ansar came
forward and said, “To me, O Messenger of Allah.” He said, “Do you not
fear Allah with regards to this animal which Allah has placed at your
disposal? Verily it has complained to me that you starve it and overwork
it.”



Sayings of Amir al-Mu’minin ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a)
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(1) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Whoever is granted
plenty in this world and does not realize that he it is being plotted
against [and tested] thereby, then he is truly deluded.
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(2) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: This world and the
Hereafter are like the East and West, when one gets closer to any of
them, he is distanced from the other.
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(3) Al-Nu‘man ibn al-Marzban, the grandfather of Aba Hanifah, gifted
some pudding (falidhaj) to ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, on
Nawriiz day, so he said, “Make it Nawriiz for us every day.” And [in

another narration] it is said that it was on Mihrajan day, so he said,
“Make it Mihrajan for us every day.”
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(4) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, recited:
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Whoever consorts with this world is like the one who grasps
at water - he is betrayed by the gaps between his fingers.
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(5) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: This world is a passing

abode, towards an abode of [final] settlement, and people in it are of two

types: one who sells his soul thereby imprisoning it, and another who
buys it thereby emancipating it.
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(6) And he (a) said: In this world you are targets, racing against death.

With each gulp [you drink] there is suffocation, and with each morsel

[you eat] there is choking. You do not attain any bounty in it except by
losing another.

(7) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Even if part of it (i.e. this
world) is tasty and sweet, another part makes it bitter and spoils it.
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(8) “Ali ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Face the
vicissitudes of this world calmly, taking of it what submits to you [like
the submissive camel].
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(9) He, may Allah be pleased with him, [also said]: This world has
described itself to you, and it has exposed its evils to you, so beware of
being deceived by what you witness of the attachment of its people to
it, and their avidity for it. For indeed, they are [like] howling dogs and
ravenous beasts, snarling at each other, with their strong eating their
weak, and their big overpowering their small. Some are like tied cattle
while others are left free [to roam], having lost their senses and
embarking ways unknown.
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(10) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: How quickly the hours

pass in the day, and the days pass in the month, and the months pass
in the year, and the years pass in the lifetime!
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(11) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The Prophet (s) passed
by ‘A’ishah just before sunrise and [noticed that] she was asleep, so he
moved her [slowly] with his foot, saying, “Wake up to witness the

sustenance of your Lord, and do not be among the negligent. Verily
Allah allots the sustenance of the servants between dawn and sunrise.”
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(12) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The people of this world
are like travellers being driven forward while they are asleep.
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(13) “Al1, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: I warn you of this world,
for verily it is a volatile place and is not an abode for settlement. It is an
abode which is lowly before its Lord, so He has mixed its good with its

evil, and its sweetness with its bitterness. He neither chose it for His
friends, nor withheld it from His enemies.
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(14) A man criticized the world in the presence of ‘Ali, may Allah be
pleased with him, so ‘Ali (a) said: This world is the abode of truth for the
one who acknowledges its truth, the abode of deliverance for the one
who understands it, and the abode of riches for the one who takes
provisions from it [for the Hereafter]. It is where the revelation of Allah
was sent down, where His angels prayed, and where His Prophets

prostrated. It is the marketplace of the close friends of Allah. In it they
hope for [His] mercy and earn [entry into] Paradise. So who can blame
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it when it has proclaimed that it will perish, and declared that it will
depart? It has described itself and shown a likeness of [true] felicity [in
the Hereafter] through its felicity, and of [true] affliction [in the
Hereafter] through its affliction, as a means of evoking desire and dread.
So O you who censure it to justify your own behaviour, when has this
world deceived you? And when has it elicited your dispraise? Was it by
the tombs of your forefathers in the decrepit ruins or the graves of your
mothers within the earth?
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(15) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: What can I say to
describe the world whose beginning is pain and whose end is
annihilation? In its lawful [things] there is accountability and in its
unlawful there is punishment. Whoever is rich in it is tested and
whoever is poor is despondent. It escapes the one who strives for it and

comes to the one who ignores it. Whoever sees through it is given vision
by it, but whoever looks at it is blinded by it.
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(16) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Know - may Allah have
mercy upon you - that you are living in an age when those who speak

the truth are few, the tongue is hesitant to speak the truth, and the one
who adheres to the truth is humiliated. Its people abide by sin and are
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in agreement in their duplicity. Their youth are perverse, their elders
are sinful, their scholars are hypocrites, and their reciters are
pretentious. Their young do not respect their elderly, and their wealthy
do not support their poor.
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(17) [1t is said about] ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him: He would
rarely go on the pulpit without addressing the people and saying, “O
people, be mindful of Allah, for He did not create anyone without
purpose such that he may play around, nor did he leave anyone without
a goal so that he could idle about. Nor can the world that one deems
beautiful be a replacement for the Hereafter that he considers ugly and
looks upon negatively. Nor is the beguiled one who triumphs in
attaining this world with his highest endeavour the same as one who
succeeds in attaining the Hereafter with his smallest share of it.”
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(18) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Look, verily this world
has turned back, retreating swiftly, and nothing remains of it but
residue, like the last few drops in a container that has been emptied.

Beware, the Hereafter is [concurrently] advancing, and each of them
has its sons. So be among the sons of the Hereafter and not among the
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sons of this world, for indeed every child shall cling to its mother on the
Day of Judgement. Verily today there is action without reckoning but
tomorrow there will be reckoning with no [opportunity for] action.
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(19) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The Messenger of Allah
(s) [once] glanced up at the sky and said, “Blessed is its Creator, its
Raiser, its Preparer, and its Roller like the rolling of a scroll.” Then he
looked at the earth and said, “Blessed is its Creator, its Placer, its
Preparer, and its Spreader.”
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(20) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: He, the Glorified, created
fissures in the atmosphere, cleaving the sides and the upper strata of
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the air. He permitted water to flow therein, with surging waves
swelling, layer upon layer. He mounted it on the back of a tempestuous
wind and turbulent gale, then commanded the wind to hold it back,
making it flow according to its intensity and aligning it with its
boundary. The air beneath the wind was spread open while water
gushed over it. Then He, the Glorified, raised up a wind, making it
sterile, fixing its state, intensifying its current and distancing its source.
Then He commanded it to agitate the swelling waters and stir up the
waves of the oceans. So the wind churned it up like the churning of curd
in a milk-bag, and lunged it fiercely with its tempestuous motion in the
sky, throwing its fore on its rear and its stillness on its flow, until its
torrents surged and its swelling waves threw up foam. Then He raised
it in the open air and gaping atmosphere, forming from it the seven
heavens, with the lowermost made into a suspended wave, a guarded
canopy and elevated ceiling, without any pillar to support it or any
fastener to hold it in place. Then He adorned it with the finery of stars
and dazzling celestial bodies. He caused the revolution of the radiant
sun and the shining moon in a spherical orbit, a moving canopy and an

oscillating firmament.
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(21) He, may Allah be pleased with him, [also said]: It was by the might

of His omnipotence and the wonderful subtlety of His creation that He

made dry, solid earth from the overflowing water of the wavy, dashing
ocean. Then He originated from it layers and split them into seven
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heavens after they had been joined together. Then they held fast by His
command and stopped at the limit set by Him. He made the earth firm
upon the flowing green waters that bore it and the sea that was made
subservient; [the sea] that was humbly obedient to His command,
submissive before His majesty, and whose flow stopped out of fear of
Him.
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(22) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Whoever learns
knowledge of the stars from those who know the Qur’an will increase

his faith and certitude, then he recited: Verily in the alternation of the night
and day ... (Q10:6)
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(23) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: It is disliked for a man to
travel or get married at the end of the [lunar] month, or when the moon
is in Scorpio. And it is narrated that a man once said to him, “I wish to
depart for trade,” and that was at the end of the month, so he (a) said,

“Do you want Allah to make your trade fruitless? Depart once the
crescent of the new month is sighted.”
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(24) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, intended to go out to fight the
Khawarij, so one of the astrologers sought to prevent him from leaving
[because he deemed it inauspicious]. So he (a) said, “O people, beware
of learning about the stars, except that by which you may be guided on
land and at sea, for verily it leads towards soothsaying. The astrologer
is like the soothsayer, and the soothsayer is like the magician, and the
magician is a disbeliever, and the disbeliever is in the Fire. Proceed in
the name of Allah!” And he returned [from the battle] victorious.
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(25) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [once supplicated]: O Allah, we
have come out to You at a time when we are overcome by lack of foliage
and the generous rain-bearing clouds have turned away from us. You
are the hope for those who despair, and the One approached by the
petitioner. We pray to You at a time when people have lost hope, and
the clouds have held back, and the grazing animals have died. So shower
upon us Your mercy through clouds of plentiful rain, and copious
verdure, and lush vegetation. O Allah, [we seek] water by which You
turn our highlands green and make our valleys flow. Send down to us
rain that showers in cycles, pouring down time and again, with
raindrops followed by raindrops.
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(26) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, used to go out in the winter,
while it was bitingly cold, wearing a loincloth and a light robe. And in
the summer, he would wear a padded overcoat and a heavy garment
without caring [about the weather], so someone asked him about it, and
he replied, “The Messenger of Allah said, when he gave me the banner
on the day of Khaybar, and when I had pain in my eyes and he put his
[blessed] saliva on my eyes: O Allah, protect him from heat and cold!
Since then, I have never been troubled by heat or cold.”
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(27) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: I have seen [my brother]
‘Aqil in dire poverty until he asked me for one sa‘ out of your [share of]
wheat, and 1 saw his children disheveled and pale due to their
destitution; it was as though their faces had been darkened by indigo.
He came to me insistently, and repeated his appeal to me again and

again. I listened to him attentively, and he thought I would sell my faith
to him and follow his lead, abandoning my own way. So I heated a piece
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of iron for him, then I brought it near his body so that he might take a
lesson from it. He cried out the way a person suffering from the agony
of an ailment cries out, and he was about to get burnt by its touch. I said
to him, “May the wailing women weep over you, O ‘Aqil! Do you cry on
account of this [hot] iron which man forges for his sport while you are
driving me towards the fire which the All-Powerful [Lord] has prepared
out of His wrath! Do you to moan from [this] pain, yet expect me not to
moan from the flaming fire?!”
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(28) He [(a) also said]: Know that this delicate skin cannot endure the
Fire, so have mercy on your selves, for you have already tried them in
the hardships of the world. You have seen the anguish of one among
you who has been pricked by a thorn, or who bleeds after stumbling, or
who is burnt by hot sand. Then how would he feel when he is between
two blocks of fire with a stone for a bedfellow and Satan for a
companion? Do you know that when Malik is angry with the Fire, parts
of it clash with each other due to his rage, and when he scolds it, it leaps
between its gates impatiently on account of his scolding? O frail old man
who has turned grey with old age, how will you feel when collars of fire
are attached to the bones of the necks, and shackles are fastened so
[tightly] that they eat away the flesh of the forearms?
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(29) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said] when he learnt of the
death of al-Ashtar: Malik, and what was Malik! If he was a mountain, he
would have been an enormous giant whose peak cannot be scaled by
any climber or reached by any bird.
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(30) When °Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was asked, “How was
your love for the Messenger of Allah (s)?” He said, “By Allah, he was
more beloved to us than our wealth, our fathers and mothers, our
children, and even [more beloved than] the cool drink for a thirsty

person!”
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(31) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The Messenger of Allah
(s) said, “The noblest food of this world and the Hereafter is meat, and
the noblest drink of this world and the next is water; and I am the
noblest of all the progeny of Adam, [and I say this] without any

arrogance.”
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(32) Regarding the verse wherein the Almighty says: Then, on that Day,
you will surely be questioned about the blessings (Q102:8), ‘Ali, may Allah be
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pleased with him, [reportedly said]: [It refers to blessings such as] fresh
dates and cool water.
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(33) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated from the Prophet (s):
When I was taken to the heavens, Jibra’il took me by the hand and made
me sit on one of the carpets of Paradise. Then he gave me a quince fruit
to eat, and as I was turning it around, it broke open and a houri, the like
of whose beauty I had never seen, came out from within it. She said,
“Peace be upon you O Muhammad.” 1 said [after replying the greeting],
“Who are you?” She replied, “I am the pleased and the pleasing. The
Mighty Lord created me from three elements. My lower part is made of
musk, my middle is made of camphor, and my upper part is made of
ambergris. He moulded me with the water of al-Hayawan. Then the
Mighty Lord said: Be, and I was. He created me for your brother and
cousin, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him.”
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(34) “Ali, narrated that the Prophet (s) said, “Eat dates on an empty

stomach, for verily it kills the worms [and parasites] in the stomach.”
And it is narrated that he said, “Eat the pomegranate, for there is no
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seed from it that enters the stomach but that it enlightens the heart and
muzzles Satan for forty days.”
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(35) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said], “Is there no freeman
who would abandon this half-eaten morsel to its folk? Verily there is no
price for your souls other than Paradise, so do not sell them for anything
else.” And he said, “If you cast [a glance with] your mind’s eye at what
is described for you about it, you will become averse to the marvels seen
in this world, including its desires and pleasures, and its beautiful
scenery. [Instead,] you will be lost in the thought of the rustling of trees
whose roots lie hidden in mounds of musk on the banks of its [paradisal]
rivers, and the clusters of fresh pearls hanging from their branches and
boughs, and the sprouting of those assorted fruits from their outer
coverings. They are plucked without difficulty and come down to the
one who desires to pluck them. Pure honey and clear wine will be served
around to its dwellers in the courtyards of its palaces. A [reward for]
people who continued to espouse honour until they settled in the
eternal abode and gained relief from the toils of travel.”
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(36) Al (a) narrated from the Prophet (s), “Allah said: When I intend to
destroy the world, I will begin with My own House and destroy it, then
[ will destroy the world just after that.”
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(37) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: It is as though I see you,
O Kiufah, being stretched out like the leather of ‘Ukaz, scraped by
calamities and ridden with cataclysms. I know certainly that no tyrant

would intend you harm, but that Allah will afflict him with anxiety and
strike him a lethal blow.
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(38) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said] to the people of Basrah:
Your land is close to the water, but far from the sky. Your wits are

diminished and your minds are plagued by folly. You are thus the target
of the archer, a morsel for the devourer and easy prey for the hunter.
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(39) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: You were the army of a
woman and followers of a quadruped; when it growled you responded,
and when it was hamstrung, you fled. Your aspirations are vile and your
pledge is disloyal. Your faith is hypocritical and your water is brackish.
He who stays among you is held ransom by his sin and he who leaves
your company attains mercy from his Lord. I swear by Allah, your town
will drown [in punishment]. It is as though I can see its mosque like the
bow of a boat upon which Allah has sent chastisement, from above and
from below, and everyone in it is drowned.
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(40) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Reside in big cities, for
they are indeed centers where Muslims can come together. Avoid places
of heedlessness and wickedness, and [places] where there is paucity of
supporters for the obedience of Allah. Beware of the [sitting] benches at
the markets because they are the meeting-places of Satan, and the
targets of mischief.
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(41) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, visited al-‘Al2’ ibn Ziyad al-
Harithi, and when he saw how big his house was, he said, “What are you

doing with such a large house in this world? You [shall] have a greater
need for it in the Hereafter. Yes, if you want to attain through it [a
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similar abode in] the Hereafter, you should host guests in it, keep ties in
it with your kin, and discharge all the obligations from it that are due.
In this way, you will be able to attain the Hereafter through it.”
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(42) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: No town has a greater
right over you than your town. The best town is the one that
accommodates you.
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(43) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Then, to inhabit His
heavens and populate the higher strata of His dominion, He created a
novel creation, that is, His angels. With them, He filled its vacuous gaps
and occupied the vastness of its space. Between the voids of these
vacuities resound the trills of the glorifiers among them, in the
hallowed sanctums, [behind] the veiling curtains and the screens of
glory. And beyond that reverberation by which the ears are deafened,
there are beams of effulgent light that deter all sight from beholding it,
so it stands, having been held back, at its perimeter. He created them in
different forms and with varied characteristics. They are winged. They
glorify the majesty of His grandeur. They neither arrogate to
themselves what is manifested in the world of His creation, nor do they
claim to create anything with Him of what He does alone. Rather they are
[His] honoured servants. They do not venture to speak ahead of Him, and they
act by His command (Q21:26-7). Allah made them, in their respective
positions, the trustees of His revelation and sent them to the Prophets
bearing His commands and prohibitions. He has safeguarded them from
the uncertainty of doubts, so none among them strays from the path of
[seeking] His pleasure. He provided them with the benefits of divine
succor and filled their hearts with humility and tranquil submission. He
opened for them the accessible doors to His glorification and fixed for
them clear beacons upon signs of His Oneness. The burdens of sin do not
weigh them down and the succession of nights and days does not alter
them. The arrows of doubt cannot pierce the armor of their unshakable
faith and misgivings do not assault the bases of their certitude. The
spark of malice does not ignite among them and perplexity does not
dispossess them of their knowledge of Him that is etched in their inner
consciences, or of His greatness and the awe of His glory that resides
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within their breasts. Evil insinuations find no way to influence them so
as to affect their thoughts with its filth. Among them are those who are
in the heavy rain clouds, on the peaks of lofty mountains, and in the
depths of pitch darkness. And among them are those whose feet have
pierced through the lowest stratum of the earth, so they are like white
ensigns that have penetrated the fissures in the atmosphere. Under
them blows a light, pleasant breeze which retains them in the same
position they attain up to the extreme edge. Being occupied with His
worship has freed them from other concerns, and the realities of faith
have created a link between them and His knowledge. Their conviction
in Him has made them deeply enthralled by Him, and their longing
never goes beyond what is with Him to what is with others. They have
tasted the sweetness of His knowledge and have drunk from the
quenching cup of His love. The roots of His fear have been implanted in
the depth of their hearts. As a result, they have bent their straight backs
through prolonged worship. [Their] excessive yearning of Him has not
reduced their humility [before Him], and extreme nearness [to Him] has
not released them from the tethers of their awe. They are never
overcome by self-admiration such as to deem their past deeds as great,
and submissiveness before the Divine glory leaves no room for them to
esteem their own virtues. They remain unaffected by lassitude
throughout their exertions, and their longing [for Him] does not
diminish so as to turn them away from hope in their Lord. Neither do
the tips of their tongues become dry due to prolonged invocations, nor
are they preoccupied by other matters such that their voices of
supplication to Him are silenced. Their shoulders are never misaligned
as they stand [together] in worship, and they turn not their necks to the
comfort of nonfeasance with respect to His command. Neither do the
follies of negligence impinge on their resolve to strive, nor do the
deceptions of desire impede their determination. They have taken the
Master of the Throne as a recourse for the day of their need, and they
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betake themselves to Him when the creation turn yearningly towards
other creatures. They attain not the maximum extent of His worship,
and their fondness for His worship does not allow them to turn back,
except to the springs of their hearts which are never cut off from hope
in Him and fear of Him. The basis of their fear is never terminated such
that they might slacken in their efforts, nor are they fettered by
cupidity so as to prefer what is easily achieved over their sedulity. They
do not consider their past deeds as great, for if they had considered
them great their hope would have expunged from them their fear and
trepidation. They do not differ among themselves about their Lord as a
result of Satan’s prevailing upon them. Estrangement does not disunite
them and rancorous mutual envy does not overcome them. They are
neither split into factions by suspicions and doubts, nor are they divided
by varying ambitions. Thus they are captives of faith who are neither
released from its fetters by deviation and divergence, nor by laxity and
lassitude. There is not the thinnest integument in the celestial strata
but that upon it is an angel prostrating or swiftly toiling. By their
prolonged worship, they increase in their knowledge of their Lord and
the honour of their Lord increases greatly in their hearts.
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(44) “Ali, may Allah ennoble his countenance, [said]: He rent open the
highest heavens and filled them with different types of angels: some
[constantly] prostrating, never bowing; others [always] bowing, never
standing upright. Some in array, never leaving their position; others
constantly extolling Allah, never tiring. They are not overcome by
drowsiness of the eyes, distractions of the mind, lassitude of the body,
or the negligence of forgetfulness. And among them are custodians of
His revelation, conveyors [of His words] to His Prophets, and those who
come and go with His decree and command. And among them are the
protectors of His servants and wardens of the gates of His gardens [of
Paradise]. And among them are those whose feet rest firmly on the
lowest worlds, whose necks rise above the highest heaven, whose sides
surpass the boundaries, and whose shoulders are level with the columns
of the Divine Throne; their eyes downcast before it, their wings folded
around them beneath it. Between them and all others are veils of Might
and screens of Power. They do not imagine their Lord through
depiction, nor impute to Him attributes of the creatures; they do not
confine Him within places, nor do they allude to Him through
similitudes.
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(45) “Ali, may Allah ennoble his countenance, [said]: [Among the
creation are angels] whom You have placed in Your heavens and raised
above Your earth; they know You better than the rest of Your creation,
fear You the most, and are closest to You. Never did they reside in loins
nor were they carried within wombs. They were not created from an
extract of a base fluid (Q32:8) and have not been dispersed by the
vicissitudes of time. Verily, despite their proximity to You and their
status before You, with all their desires focused upon You, their
plenteous worship of You and their lack of inattention towards Your
command, if they were to witness the reality of what remains hidden to
them about You, they would regard their deeds as paltry, would censure
themselves and realize that they did not worship You as You deserved
to be worshipped and did not obey You with the obedience that is due
to You.
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(46) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: They have made Satan
the cornerstone of their affair, and he has taken them as partners. He
has laid eggs and hatched them in their bosoms, and crawls in their laps.
He sees through their eyes and speaks through their tongues, driving
them to sin and making the foul seem decorous. [As is] the act of one
whom Satan has partnered with in his dominion and speaks with
falsehood upon his tongue.
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(47) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said] regarding the differences
in people: The only thing that caused them to differ among themselves
was the sources of their material constitution. That is because they were
from a piece of salty or sweet clay, and from rugged or soft soil. Thus,
they resemble each other based on the similarity of their clay and differ
to the extent of its difference. One may be handsome but lacking in
intelligence, another tall in stature but short in resolve; one may be
pure in [his] actions but ugly in appearance, another short in stature yet
far-sighted; one may have a good-nature yet possess a bad habit,
another has an arrogant heart but a bewildered mind; and one may have
an eloquent tongue and a sharp mind.
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(48) “Ali, may Allah ennoble his countenance, [said]: He, the Glorified,
gathered up from some coarse earth and some soft, some sweet earth
and some salty, dust which He mixed in water until it was pure, and
kneaded with moisture until it became sticky. Then He fashioned from
it a figure that had curves and joints, limbs and segments. He solidified
it until it held tightly together and hardened it until it was sonorously
dry - for a measured time and a known duration. Then He breathed into
it of His Spirit whereupon it arose as a human being possessing a mind
by which to reflect, intellection by which to conduct himself, limbs to
put to service, extremities at his disposal, and cognizance by which he
could differentiate between truth and falsehood, between tastes and
smells, between colors and categories. His constitution is a compound
of different hues, unified forms, contrasting opposites and distinct
admixtures of heat and cold, moisture and dryness, misery and joy.
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(49) He (a) also said: You used to move in the womb of your mother as a
fetus, neither able to respond to any call nor hearing any cry. Then you
were brought out from your dwelling to an abode you had never seen,
being unacquainted with the means of acquiring its benefits. So who
guided you to draw your sustenance from the breast of your mother,
and showed you, when you were in need, where to get what you sought?
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(50) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: People are imperfect and
flawed, except those whom Allah protects. Those who ask cause distress
and those who respond are strained. The best of them in opinion are
turned back from their wisdom by joy and anger, and the most steadfast

of them in devotion are overcome by a single glance and overwhelmed
by a single world.
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(51) He (a) said about Iblis: He was overcome by indignation, so he
waxed arrogant over Adam due to his creation [from fire] and showed
hostility towards him on account of his origin. Thus the enemy of Allah
is the leader of the bigoted and the predecessor of the arrogant. It is he
who laid the foundation of prejudice, contended with Allah for the robe
of sublimity, wore the garb of self-aggrandizement, and took off the
covering of humility. Do you not see how Allah debased him on account
of his arrogance and humiliated him for his haughtiness? He caused him
to be spurned in this world and prepared for him a blaze in the
Hereafter! If Allah had wanted to create Adam from a light whose glare
snatches away the sights and whose brilliance dazzles the minds, and
[from] a fragrance whose scent refreshes the breaths, He could have
done so. And if He had done that, the necks would have bowed to him
in humility and the trial of the angels through him would have been
easier. But Allah, the Glorified, tries His creatures by means of some
things whose true nature they are ignorant of in order to distinguish
them through trial, and to remove arrogance from them and distance
them from vanity. So take a lesson from what Allah did with Iblis, when
He nullified his long act [of worship] and strenuous effort due to a single
moment of pride, while he had worshipped Allah for six thousand years
- and it is not known whether these were earthly years or years of the
Hereafter. So after Iblis, who can remain safe from [the wrath of] Allah
with a similar sin? No indeed! Allah, the Glorified, will never allow a
human to enter Paradise with the act for which He expelled from it an
angelic being. His judgment for the inhabitants of the heavens and the
earth is indeed the same. There is no partiality between Allah and any
one of His creation in granting permission for a forbidden thing which
He has made unlawful for all the worlds.
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(52) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Whoever sharpens his
spear out of anger for the sake of Allah, gains strength to fight against
the most vehement forces of falsehood.
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(53) He (a) also said: Among the expiations for great sins are aiding the

aggrieved and relieving the distressed.
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(54) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Honour yourself by

eschewing all that is lowly, even if it leads you to your desires, for verily

you can never replace what you lose of your honour with anything. And
do not be a slave to others when Allah has made you free.
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(55) ‘Uthman wrote to Ali (a) when his house had been surrounded: To
proceed, the deluge has now broken through the ramparts, and the
matter is now out of control, so come to me, whether you are with me
or against me.

If you are to be devoured then be the best to consume;
otherwise help me before I am torn apart!
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(56) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said], “Never does a dignified
person commit adultery.” And he also said, “The possessiveness of a

woman is [a sign of] disbelief, and a man’s sense of honour is [a mark of]

faith.”
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(57) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Whoever has a close

friend [among the believers] will not face chastisement. Do you not see

how Allah has described the people of Hell: Now we have none to intercede
for us, nor a close friend (Q26:100-101).
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(58) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: A friend is not truly a

friend unless he protects [the reputation of] his brother in three
situations: in his misfortune, his absence, and his death.
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(59) He (a) also said: The most incapable of all people is one who cannot
acquire brothers [to befriend], and more incapable than him is one who
loses the one whom he had successfully befriended among them.
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(60) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: A friend is one whose
friendship is true [even] in absence.
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(61) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: A stranger is one who
has no intimate friend.
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(62) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Bring yourself to build
ties with your brother when he cuts you off, and to be kind [to him]
when he turns away from you, and to be generous [to him] when he
denies you, and to be close to him when he distances himself from you,
and to be soft with him when he is harsh [with you], and to assume that
he has an excuse when he does something wrong [to you] - to the extent
that you are like his servant. And never take the enemy of your friend
as a friend, thereby making an enemy of your friend. If you ever intend
to cut off ties with your brother [in faith], then leave some of your
friendship for him, so that you may return to it someday if you so wish.
Do not neglect the rights of your brother out of confidence in your close
relationship with him, for he whose rights you neglect is not a brother.
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(63) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The jealousy of a friend
is an ailment of [his] affection.
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(64) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said], “Two types of people
will be destroyed because of me: he who transgresses [the limits] in
loving me, and he who is extreme in his hatred for me.” And in another
narration [he said]: ...the fanatic lover and the extreme hater.
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(65) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, commented when Sahl ibn
Hunayf al-Ansari passed away on his return from Siffin, and he was one
of the most beloved of all people to him: If a mountain loved me, it
would crumble.
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(66) He (a) also said: The hearts are wild, so whoever tames them [by
showing them affection], they turn towards him.

Y Jle iU ca s Vg i ol o)l Js Lo il o e T, BV)
e Ol paes 1L Slia s Lo Lo 51Ul adl Lo oo (o)
S e O ol e Ll e olai) s (g 5kl

(67) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, saw a group of people so he
asked about them and was told, “These are your followers (shi‘ah).” He
said, “Then why do I not see the mark of the shi‘ah in them?” He was
asked, “What is the mark of your shi‘ah?” He said, “Their stomachs are
hollow out of hunger, their lips are dry from thirst, and their eyes are
bleary due to weeping.”
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(68) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that the Prophet (s)

said: There has never been, nor shall there ever be until the Day of
Judgment, any believer but that he has a neighbour who disturbs him.
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(69) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: If I were to strike the
nose of a believer to make him hate me, he would still not hate me, and
if I were to bestow the whole world to a hypocrite to make him love me,
he would still not love me. That is because it has been decreed and

confirmed by the Noble Prophet (s) [who said] that, “A believer will
never hate you [0 ‘Ali], and a hypocrite will never love you.”
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(70) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Your friends are three,
and your enemies are three. Your friends are: your friend, your friend’s

friend, and your enemy’s enemy. Your enemies are: your enemy, your
friend’s enemy, and your enemy’s friend.
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(71) He (a) also said: My son, beware of befriending a fool, for he will
harm you while trying to benefit you. Beware of befriending a miser, for
he will distance himself from you when you need him most. Beware of
befriending a wicked person, for he would surely sell you [out] for the
most worthless of things. And beware of befriending a liar, for he is like
a mirage, bringing close to you that which is far and taking far away
from you that which is close.

Ltle 15 IS e s s 5l o e Sy i e AT (VY)
cadl s e o SO el b oyl iU (g OF el (1 15l
Yl bs s ¥ iU o gy by e o Iy o 5 b
L o) oLt ol A5 ST 05 1 0 ) s [y b ¢S hae]
(o gladls (S Lo o 13] cplo s 1287 Lo JUaS a5 o 155 5L s s

N B N O e e

(72) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, sentenced a man from the Bana
Asad to a legally prescribed penalty (hadd), so his tribe came together in
order to speak to ‘Al and they asked al-Hasan (a) to accompany them.
He (a) said, “Go to him, for he respects you.” Thus they came to him and
he welcomed them and spoke to them kindly. They asked him what they
wanted, and he said, “There is nothing that I possess which I will not
grant you,” so they left happy, thinking that they had succeeded [in
changing his mind]. Al-Hasan asked them [how the meeting went], so
they said, “We went to the best host,” and they narrated to him what he
had told them. He (al-Hasan (a)) said, “Whatever you are to do if your
tribesman is whipped, do it.” Subsequently, ‘Ali (a) came out and carried
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out the punishment [on the guilty man], then he said, “This is Allah’s
[command], I do not have control over it.”
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(73) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Your fault remains
hidden as long as you are pleased with your effort.
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(74) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: A [noble yet poorly paid]
profession with chastity is better than affluence with immorality.
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(75) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said] about the fitnah: 1t will
weigh you down with its weights and strike you with its arms. Its leader
has left the religion and persists on misguidance. So on that day, none
from among you will remain except as the sediment at the bottom of a
cooking pot, or like the dust that falls off a shaking sack. It will scour
you as leather is scoured, and will thrash you as harvested wheat is
thrashed. And it will pick out the believer amongst you just as a bird
selects the large grain from among the fine grains.
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(76) And he (a) said: When Allah is angry with a nation, their cost of
living goes up, their traders make no profit, their fruits do not grow,
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their rivers do not flow, rain is withheld from them, and their evil ones
dominate them.
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(77) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: People do not say about
anything, “[what a great] blessing!” except that time has hidden a bad
day for it.
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(78) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: By Allah, there has never
been a people who flourished in the blessings of life only to have them
taken away except due to the sins they committed, because Allah is not
unjust to His servants. If, when calamities descend upon them and
blessings depart from them, the people would earnestly turn towards
Allah for refuge with true intentions and hearts full of yearning, He
would surely return to them all that has left them and rectify for them
all that has become corrupt.
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(79) He (a) also said: This world will incline towards us after having been
refractory just like the wild camel inclines towards its young. Then he
recited the verse: And We intend to bestow [Our] favour upon those who were
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considered weak in the land, and to make them the leaders, and to make them
the heirs. (Q28:5)
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(80) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: You live in an era where
virtue increases in nothing but withdrawal and evil in nothing but
progression, and Satan only [increases] in his eagerness to ruin
humankind. This is the time when his accoutrements have become
strong, his schemes have become widespread, and his prey has become
easy [to ensnare]. Cast your glance at people wherever you wish, do you
see anything other than a poor man struggling in poverty, or a rich man
who has changed Allah’s blessing with ingratitude, or a miser who has
taken stinginess with the right of Allah as a means of increase [in his
wealth], or an insolent person turning a deaf ear to all counsel?! Where
are your virtuous and righteous ones? Where are the freemen and the
magnanimous among you? Where are those who are cautious in their
earning and have integrity in their conduct? Have they not all departed
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from this lowly, fleeting, and vexatious world? Have you not been left
among the dregs of society, whom the lips can only speak of negatively
so as to disparage their position and do away with their mention? So
indeed we belong to Allah, and to Him do we return. Corruption has
appeared and there is none to oppose or change it, nor is there anyone
to prevent or deter it. With this, do you expect to attain the proximity
of Allah in His Holy Abode and to be regarded His most intimate friends?
Far be it! Allah cannot be defrauded of His Paradise and His good
pleasure cannot be secured save by obedience to Him.
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(81) A beggar came to ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, so he said to
one of his sons, “Tell your mother to give you from the six dirhams [that
she has].” So she said, “It is for the flour [we need].” He said, “The faith
of a servant is not affirmed until he relies more on that which is with
Allah than that which is with him.” So he gave the six dirhams in
charity. Then a man passed by who was looking to sell his camel, so ‘Ali
agreed to buy it for a hundred and forty [dirhams], and he sold it for two
hundred. Then he came to Fatimah (a) with sixty dirhams. She asked,
“What is this?” He said, “This is what Allah promised us through the
[blessed] tongue of your father: Whoever comes with one good deed, he shall
have ten times its like (Q6:160).”

ke pl¥L 035 35,15 cad] Ol VL ST Lile e (AY)



SAYINGS OF AMIR AL-MU°MININ (A)

(82) ‘Al1, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Requite your brother [in
faith] by doing good to him, and ward off his evil by favouring him.
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(83) And he (a) said: Reprimand the evildoer by rewarding the good-
doer.
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(84) He (a) also said: One who does not give with a short arm is not given
with a long arm.*
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(85) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Return the stone from
whence it came, for indeed violence is not repulsed except by violence.
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(86) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: There is nothing worse
than evil except its retribution, and there is nothing better than good
save its reward. Everything in this world [is such that it] seems greater

when heard than when seen, and everything in the Hereafter is greater
when seen than when heard of.
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1% This beautiful metaphor means that one who does not give charity in this world will
not be shown generosity in the next world. (Ref. al-Majazat al-Nabawiyyah, p. 79)
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(87) He also said: Do good with the children of others [when they pass
away] so that the rights of your children are protected [when you die].
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(88) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: People are enemies of
that which they know not.

oy oV Loty odad rad) ot Lagy o rde (AY)

(89) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Sometimes the sighted
one misses his goal while the blind one finds the right way.
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(90) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: There is none but that
in him is some [element of] senselessness which he lives with in his life.
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(91) A man brought someone to ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, and
said, “This person thinks that he had a wet dream about my mother!”

1

So he (a) said, “Then make him stand in the sun and whip his shadow
il gy 8 e 1D (B e Ble e 0 e o (AY)

(92) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was asked about the distance
between points of sunrise and sunset, so he said: It is a day’s journey for
the sun.
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(93) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: When the answer is
overcomplicated, that which is correct remains hidden.
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(94) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said to Ibn ‘Abbas when he sent
him to the Khawarij: Do not debate them with the Qur’an, for verily the
Quran can be interpreted in different ways, so you will speak
[something] and they will respond [with something else from it].
Rather, debate them based on the sunnah, for indeed they will find no
means of escape [by which to flee] from it.
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(95) The people of Basrah send Kulayb al-Jarmi to ‘Ali, may Allah be
pleased with him, after the Battle of Jamal in order to alleviate some
doubts they had about his affair. So he (a) mentioned that by which he
realized that he was on the right, then he said to him, “Pledge your
allegiance.” So he responded, “I must first return to them, for I am but

a messenger of the people and cannot do anything without consulting
them first.” So he (a) said, “What do you think [you would do] if those
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whom you left behind had sent you as a scout to look for fertile land
where rain falls, and you returned to them telling them about such a
place, but they turned to go to a barren plain that lacks water - what
would you do?” He said, “I would leave them and go towards the water
and fertile land.” So he (a) said, “Then extend your hand [and pledge
allegiance].” Kulayb said, “By Allah, I could not say no when such a
strong argument was presented to me, so I gave him my pledge of
allegiance.”
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(96) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Beware lest the steed of
recalcitrance should overpower you.
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(97) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Forgiveness is the zakat
of triumph.
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(98) He also said [regarding his assassin]: If I die from his strike, then
strike him a single blow for his single blow, and do not mutilate the man,
for 1 have heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say, “Never mutilate [the
dead], even it be a mordacious dog.”
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(99) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said], “There is no good in this

world except for two types of people: A virtuous person who increases
in his virtue every day, and an evildoer who reforms himself through
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repenting [for his sins].” He also said, “Abandoning sin is easier than
seeking forgiveness [for it].”
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(100) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The gravest of all sins
is that which is taken lightly by its doer.
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(101) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: By my life, O
Mu‘awiyah! If you look with your mind instead of your vain desires, you
will surely find me to be the most innocent of all people in the murder
of ‘Uthman, and you will certainly realize that I had distanced myself
from it. Yet if you wish to impute false accusations, then accuse me of
whatever you like! And [upon those who follow guidance be] peace.
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(102) And he (a) said: When you overpower your enemy, let your
forgiveness towards him be the gratitude [you express] for your having
gained power over him.
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and

(103) And he (a) said: Pardon the errors of the magnanimous, for none
of them slips but that the Hand of Allah lifts him [back] up.
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(104) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Whoever is clothed
with the garment of modesty, the people will not [be able to] see his
faults.
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(105) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: When the intellect is
complete, speech decreases.
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(106) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: That is the era in which
none will be saved except the obscure believer, if he is present, he is not
recognized and if he is absent, he is not missed. They are the lamps of
guidance and [illuminated] signs for [travellers on] night journeys.
Neither do they go around spreading calumnies, nor do they reveal the
flaws of others, nor engage themselves in futile nonsense. They are the

ones for whom Allah opens the doors of His mercy and from whom He
removes the distress of His chastisement.
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(107) And he (a) said: A man must restrain his tongue, for indeed this
tongue is recalcitrant with its master. By Allah, I do not see a servant
being mindful of Allah with a Godwariness that benefits him unless he
guards his tongue. Verily the tongue of a believer is behind his heart
while the heart of a hypocrite is behind his tongue; because when a
believer intends to say anything, he thinks it over in his mind. If it is
good, he discloses it but if it is bad, he conceals it. A hypocrite [on the
other hand] speaks whatever comes to his tongue, not knowing what is
in his favour and what is against him. The Messenger of Allah (s) has
said, “The faith of a servant does not become firm unless his heart is
steadfast, and his heart cannot be steadfast unless his tongue is
steadfast.” So anyone among you who is able to meet Allah, the
Glorified, while his hands are pure of the blood of Muslims as well as
their property, with a sound tongue that has not harmed their
reputations, he must do so.
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(108) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Through increased
silence reverence is attained.
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(109) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Blessed is he whose own

faults preoccupy him from the faults of others. Blessed is he who
remains in his home, eats his provision, is busy in his worship, cries over
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his sins, and remains occupied with his [own] soul while people feel at
ease regarding him.
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(110) He [(a) also] said: There is no good in remaining silent from
[conveying] wisdom just as there is no good in speaking with ignorance.
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(111) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was asked about goodness, so
he said: Goodness does not mean having much wealth and many
children; rather, goodness means having more knowledge and
[performing] great deeds, and [it is] in your being delighted before
others of your servitude to Allah. If you do a good deed, you praise Allah
for it and if you commit a sin, you seek forgiveness from Allah. And
there is no goodness in this world except for two kinds of people: the
one who commits sins, but then atones for them and repents, and the
one who is quick to do good deeds [as much as possible].
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(112) And he, may Allah be pleased with him, said in his [final] advice:
Meeting the people of virtue is a means of developing the hearts.
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(113) He (a) also said: Whoever possesses within him one of the traits of
righteousness, Allah will forgive him everything else due to it.
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(114) He (a) also said: The doer of a good deed is better than it, and the
doer of an evil deed is worse than it.
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(115) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Where are those who
were invited to Islam and accepted it, who read the Qur’an and
resolutely acted according to it, who were exhorted to fight and they
were enthralled by it just as a she-camel is enthralled by its young, who
removed their swords from their sheaths and went out to the frontiers,
marching array by array and row by row? Some of them perished and
some survived. Neither were they given glad tidings for those who
survived nor condoled for those who died; their eyes were weakened
due to weeping, bellies emaciated due to fasting, lips dry due to
[constant] supplication, complexion pale due to wakefulness, and the
dust of humility visible on their faces. They are my departed brothers,
and it behoves us to long for them and bite our hands at their
separation!
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(116) He (a) also said: I used to have a brother in faith who was
honourable in my eyes because the world was insignificant in his eyes,
the needs of the stomach did not have sway over him, so he neither
longed for what he did not find, nor would he seek more of what he got.
Most of his time was spent in silence and if he spoke, he silenced the
other speakers and quenched the thirst of questioners. He was weak and
feeble, but at the time of fighting he was like a lion of the forest or a
viper of the valley. He would not put forth an argument unless it was
decisive. He would not reproach anyone for a thing that might be
excused until he had heard the excuse. He would never complain of any
ailment except after recovering from it. He would do what he says, and
would not speak about what [good] he does. If he was ever exceeded in
speech, he would still not be excelled in silence; and he was more eager
to listen than to speak. When two things were presented before him, he
would see which was closer to his desire and then he would oppose it.
So acquire such qualities, adhere to them, and excel each other in them.
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(117) He (a) also said: A believer’s cheerfulness is in his face, his sorrow
is in his heart, he has strong [tolerance and] resolve, yet is a very
humble soul. He hates exaltation and dislikes renown. His grief is long,
his courage is far-reaching, his silence is much, and his time is occupied.
He is easygoing and mild tempered; his soul is firmer than a rock yet he
is humbler than a slave.
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(118) He (a) also said: May Allah bless the servant who listens to a piece
of wisdom and heeds it, and when he is invited to the right path, he
draws near it. He follows a guide and is saved; he is heedful of his Lord
and fears his sins; he proceeds with sincerity and acts righteously; he
earns what is valuable and eschews the perilous; he aims at the [right]
target and acquires [otherworldly] reward; he overpowers his desires
and rejects his [false] aspirations; he makes patience the means to his
salvation and piety the provision for his death; he embarks on the
illuminated path and sticks to the clear highway. He seizes the
opportunity, anticipates death and takes the provision of [good] deeds.
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(119) “Ali, may Allah ennoble his countenance, [said]: Even if the skies
and the earth were closed to an individual and [then] he feared Allah,

Allah would most certainly open a way out for him from them.
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(120) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Know that the Godwary
took of this fleeting world as well as the everlasting Hereafter. They
shared with the people of this world in their worldly matters, yet the
people of this world did not share with them in the matters of their
Hereafter. They lived in this world in the best manner and ate the best
food, thus they enjoyed from this world all that the affluent ones
enjoyed, and took from it what the haughty, arrogant ones took. Then,
they departed from it with enough provision [for their journey] and
[after having made] a profitable trade.
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(121) He (a) also said: Fear Allah with some Godwariness, even if it be
little, and place between yourself and Him a veil [of shame], even if it be
thin.
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(122) He (a) also said: Be wary of the sins done in seclusion, for indeed
the Witness [to it] is [also] the Judge.
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(123) He (a) also said: The whole of asceticism is confined between two
expressions of the Qur’an. Allah, the Exalted, says: Lest you distress
yourselves for what escapes you, and be overjoyous for what He has granted you
(Q57:23). Whoever does not become desponded due to what has passed
and does not revel over what comes [to him] has held on to asceticism
from both its sides.
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(124) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The scholars, sages, and
pious individuals would write to each other with [advice about] three
things, with no fourth, [namely]: whoever makes himself good
internally, Allah will improve his outward state; and whoever makes his
relationship with Allah good, Allah will suffice him in his relationship
with the people; and whoever has the Hereafter as his primary concern,
Allah will suffice him in his concerns of this world.

2l oS ¥y b, L B Y s Je (1VY0)

(125) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Do not speak of virtue
to show off, and do not abandon it out of shyness.
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(126) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The first recompense
that a forbearing person gets out of his forbearance is that people
support him against the ignorant one.
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(127) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: One whose wood is soft,

his branches become thick."
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(128) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: If you are not

forbearing then act forbearing, for verily it is rare for a person who
imitates a group not to soon become one of them.
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(129) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Generosity is the
protector of honour, and forbearance is a means of silencing the foolish.
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(130) “Ali narrated that the Prophet (s) said: Espouse good character, for

verily good character inevitably leads to Paradise, and beware of bad
character, for verily bad character inevitably leads to Hellfire.
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! This is a metaphor that means one who is humble and lenient with others will gain
many supporters and become strong thereby. (Tr.)
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(131) And it is narrated that he said: There is nothing in the scales [of
deeds] that weighs heavier than good character.
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(132) “Ali (a) [said]: The title of a believer’s book [of deeds] is his good
character.
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(133) He also said: The Messenger of Allah (s) was asked, “What are the

qualities by which most [people] will enter Paradise?” He (s) replied,
“Being mindful of Allah and having a good character.”
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(134) “Ali (a) [said]: Godwariness is the foremost of moral virtues.
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(135) He (a) also said: Through equitable conduct, the adversary is

overpowered, and through forbearance with the foolish one, more

supporters are gained against him.
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(136) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: O my son, know that if

your Lord had a partner, his prophets would [also] have come to you,
and you would have seen the traces of his kingdom and authority, and
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you would recognize his actions and attributes. But there is only one
God; He has always existed and will forever exist.
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(137) He also said: Verily faith produces a white dot in the heart, and as
the faith develops, the size of that white dot also increases.
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(138) “Ali (a) was asked about the oneness and the justice of God so he
said: [Belief in] Allah’s oneness means that you should not [try to]
imagine Him, and [belief in] His justice means that you should not blame
Him.
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(139) “Ali (a) [said]: Everything that is visualized in the imagination,
know that Allah differs from it.
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(140) “Ali (a) [said]: We testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with
no partner; and that Muhammad is His servant and messenger. Two
testimonies that uplift speech and elevate actions. The scales upon

which they are placed do not remain light, and the scales from which
they are removed do not remain heavy.
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(141) He also said: I bear witness that there is no god but Allah - a
testimony that has been tested for sincerity, and its core is deeply

entrenched [within us]. We hold fast to it as long as we remain, and save
it for the horrors that will face us.
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(142) He was asked by Dhi‘lib al-Yamani, “Have you seen your Lord?” So
he (a) replied, “Can I worship what I do not see?” He enquired, “How do
you see Him?” So he said, “Eyes do not perceive Him by the witnessing

of sight, but hearts perceive Him through the realities of faith. The
cornerstone of religion is complete certitude.”
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(143) “Ali (a) [said]: It cannot be said about Him, “When [was He]?” and

no time limit can be attributed to Him by saying “Until”. He neither sees
with an eye, nor is He confined to a place.
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(144) Ali (a) [said]: Verily the religion of Allah is between the delinquent

and the extremist, so adhere to the middle way, for by it does the
delinquent arrive [at the right path] and to it does the extremist return.
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(145) “Ali (a) [said]: We were with the Messenger of Allah while he was
resting, when we mentioned al-Dajjal. So he woke up with his face
having turned red, and he said, “That which is other than al-Dajjal
frightens me more for you than al-Dajjal - [namely] the leaders who
misguide [others]; they are the chiefs of the people of innovation.”
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(146) “Ali (a) [said]: He prescribed Islam and made its ways easy for those
who came to it, and fortified its pillars against anyone who sought to
conquer it. Thus He made it a security for one who clings to it, a [means
of] peace for one who enters it, a proof for one who speaks through it, a
witness for one who litigates by it, and a light for one who seeks
illumination from it. [It is a means of] comprehension for one who
reflects, intellection for one who ponders, a sign for one who keenly
observes, an insight for one who is determined, a lesson for one who
takes admonishment, salvation for one who believes, a dependable
support for one who relies [on it], a comfort for one who entrusts [his
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affairs to it], and a shield for one who endures patiently. It is the
brightest of paths and the clearest of all courses, with towering beacons,
well-lit highways, glowing lamps, with a thriving arena and a lofty goal.
It is [like] a gathering of race horses, all vying for a valuable prize with
riders that are honourable. Belief is its way, virtue is its lamp-post,
death is its culmination, this world is its race-course, the Day of
Judgement is its finish line and Paradise is its prize.
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(147) And he (a) said: The Qur’an contains information about those who
came before you, news about those who will come after you, and laws
[that must be adhered to] amongst yourselves.
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(148) “Ali (a) [said]: Adhere to the Book of Allah, for it is a strong rope
and a clear light, a beneficial cure and a quencher of thirst, a protection
for the one who holds fast and a deliverance for the one who clings to
it. It does not bend so as to need straightening and does not deviate so
as to be corrected. Frequent repetition and continuous listening do not
make it old. Whoever speaks according to it is truthful and whoever acts
by it surpasses [others].
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(149) He (a) said: Verily the outer aspect of the Qur’an is elegant and its
inner aspect is profound; its marvels do not end, its wonders do not
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cease, and the darkness [of ignorance and misguidance] is not removed
except through it.
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(150) Al (a) [said]: And know that this Qur’an is an adviser that never
deceives, a guide that never misleads and a speaker that never lies. No
one sits with this Qur’an but that he rises from it with an increase or a
decrease - an increase in guidance or a decrease in [spiritual] blindness.
And know that there is no neediness for anyone after [attaining
guidance from] the Qur’an and no freedom from want for anyone before
[guidance from] the Qur’an. So seek remedy from it for your ailments
and seek assistance with it in your hardships, for indeed in it there is a
cure for the most harmful diseases, namely unbelief, hypocrisy, straying
and misguidance. So ask Allah through it and turn to Him with its love,
and do not ask His creatures through it. Verily, there is nothing like it
through which the servants turn to Allah, the Exalted. Know that it is
an intercessor whose intercession is accepted, and a speaker that is
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credible. Indeed, whomever the Qur’an intercedes for on the Day of
Judgement, it will be accepted for him, and whomever the Qur’an
testifies against on the Day of Judgement, it shall be accepted against
him. On the Day of Judgement, an announcer will announce: “Look,
every sower is troubled by what he sowed, and by the outcome of his
action, except the sowers of the Qur’an.” So be among its sowers and its
followers. Make it your guide towards your Lord and seek its advice for
yourselves. Do not trust [any of] your opinions that are contrary to it
and regard [any of] your desires that are against it as deceitful.
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(151) He (a) said: Whoever recites the Qur’an and then dies and enters
Hellfire, then he is among those who made a mockery of Allah’s

revelations."
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(152) “Ali (a) [said]: Whoever recites the Qur’an while standing in prayer,
he gets a hundred rewards for each letter, and whoever recites it while
sitting in prayer, he gets fifty rewards for each letter, and whoever
recites it outside the prayer while he is in wud@’, he gets twenty-five

rewards [for each letter], and whoever recites it without wud@’, he gets
ten rewards [for each letter].

12 That is because had he truly recited the Qur’an as he should, he would have acted
upon its teachings and gained salvation from Hellfire. (Tr.)
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(153) It is reported that ‘Ali (a) said: There is no good in worship without
understanding, nor in recitation without reflection.
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(154) “Ali (a) [said]: T am not concerned about the sin after which I am
given respite until I have offered two rak‘ahs of prayer.
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(155) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Satan remains
frightened of the believer as long as he is careful of preserving the five
daily prayers, but when he neglects them, he becomes bold and drives
him towards grave sins.
F b Lals ool LS5 a5 e e ] s 6w ol ol (ol (109)
el JVEY 06 PERE eIV o £ S5V ol o odal 10l
e lonad 351 e B3 0dag (s 3o
(156) A bedouin offered his prayer quickly so “Ali (a) stood over him with
a whip and said, “Repeat it.” Once he had done so, he asked, “Was this
[prayer] better or the first one?” The man said, “The first one [was
better].” He asked, “Why is that?” He said, “Because I offered the first
one for the sake of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, but this one I offered
out of fear of the whip.” So ‘Ali laughed.
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(157) Ali (a) [said]: Ensure that you maintain the prayer and remain
steadfast upon it; perform it often and seek nearness [to Allah] through
it, for indeed it is a timed prescription for the faithful (Q4:103). Have you
not heard the reply of the people of Hell when they are asked, “What
drew you into Hell?” They answer, “We were not among those who prayed”
(Q74:42-43). Certainly, prayer does away with sins the way leaves drop
[from trees], and removes them the way ropes are detached [from the
necks of cattle]. The Messenger of Allah (s) likened it to a hot spring
situated at the door of a person’s house, so he bathes in it five times in
the day and night. Would then any dirt remain on him?
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(158) “Ali (a) [said]: Your mouths are pathways to [communicate with]

your Lord, so keep them clean.
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(159) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: When a servant dies,

the earth upon which he would pray cries for him, as does the place in
heaven to which his [good] deeds would ascend.
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(160) “Ali (a) [said]: How many of those who are fasting gain nothing
from their fast but thirst, and how many of those who stand [in the night
to pray] gain nothing from their prayer but [physical] effort. Better than
that is the sleep of the sagacious and their eating.
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(161) Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah reported that Ali (a) said: Verily
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, made incumbent on the rich to give of
their wealth that which would suffice their poor, so if they remain
hungry or unclothed, or strive to make ends meet, then it is because the
rich withhold [what is due upon them], and it is Allah’s right that He
should hold them accountable and then punish them [for that].

ay Sold 15 U Jramy e AW ol e Dt 13) 1 Lo (19Y)
als cade 538 g ol s e ST o] ade (22 Ls cad] Lo o
b b By (Alis Il o5 L il e ity oo S 4
(il e Y ol Lgd Caieadl (s 487 i e Salel S5 s e
S L (e Tllwe Y Lo langn O 5 ¢ ! o ol il Lo ¢ ol

b

(162) “Ali (a) [said]: If you find among the needy people one who will
carry your provision for you [up to the Day of Resurrection] and return
it to you [tomorrow] when you need it most, then take the opportunity
and give it to him, and increase the provisions that you give him [to
carry for you] while you are able to, for it is possible that you may [at
one time] seek him but not find him. And take benefit from the one who
seeks a loan from you in your time of prosperity so that you may take
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its repayment in your time of hardship, for verily before you is an
arduous mountain-pass [that is difficult to traverse] where the one with
a light burden will be in a better condition than the one with a heavy
burden, and the one who has to go through it slowly will be worse off
than the one who can pass through swiftly. Indeed its place of descent
for you inevitably leads either to Paradise or hellfire.
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(163) Al (a) [said]: He made obligatory upon you pilgrimage (hajj) to His
Sacred House, making it a point of convergence for the people, that they
may flock to it like pigeons [seeking shelter]. And He made it a symbol
of their humility before His greatness and their submission to His might.
He selected from His creation those who heard His call and responded
to it, attesting to His Word. They stood where His Prophets stood and
imitated the angels who circumambulate His Throne, [thereby]
acquiring the gains in the market-place of His worship and hastening
towards the tryst of His forgiveness. Allah made it a beacon for Islam
and a sanctuary for those who seek refuge.
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(164) “Ali (a) [said]: All the virtuous deeds, when compared to the act of

enjoining good and forbidding evil, are just like drops in the vast ocean.
And the best of it all is a just word in the presence of a tyrannical ruler.
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(165) <Al (a) [said]: Beware of division [and separation], for indeed the
one who is isolated from the people is [prey] for Satan just as the lonely

sheep is [prey] for the wolf. Look, whoever calls [people] towards a
banner [of their own], kill him, even if he is under this turban of mine.
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(166) He (a) said: Verily a group worshipped Allah out of desire [for
reward] - that is the worship of the merchants; and a group worshipped
Allah out of fear [of punishment] - that is the worship of the slaves; and

a group worshipped Allah out of gratitude - that is the worship of the
free.
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(167) “Ali (a) [said]: Whoever looks at the faults of the people and
disapproves of them, but then accepts the same [faults] in himself, then
that person is a fool in the truest sense.
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(168) “Ali (a) [said]: Backbiting is the effort of the feeble.
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(169) Ali (a) [said]: How wretched the son of Adam is! His death is
hidden, his every action recorded, harmed by a bug, killed by
[something as simple as] choking, made malodorous by perspiration,
and caused to die by drowning.
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(170) “Ali (a) was asked [about the attributes of masses] so he said: They

are those who when they assemble, they overcome and when they
disperse, they are not known.
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(171) “Ali (a) [said]: Repel the waves of tribulation with supplication.
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(172) <Ali (a) [said]: Supplication [to Allah] is the weapon of the believer,
and [it is] the pillar of religion and the light of the heavens and earth.
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(173) <Al (a) [said]: He placed in your hands the keys to His treasuries by
permitting you to implore Him. So whenever you wish, you may seek to

open the gates of His blessing through supplication, and invoke a
shower of His mercy. And never let a delay in His answer dishearten
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you, for indeed [His] bestowal is in accordance with [the purity of your]
intention. Sometimes the response is delayed so as to increase the
reward of the seeker and grant more generously to the hopeful. And at
times you ask for something but it is not given to you, and something
better than it is given to you sooner or later, or it is kept away from you
for your own good, for many a thing you ask for contains that which
would destroy your faith if it were granted to you.
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(174) “Ali (a) was performing the minor pilgrimage (‘umrah) when he
saw a man clinging to the cloth of the Ka‘bah and saying, “O He whom
listening to one thing does not preoccupy from hearing another, nor do
matters become confusing for Him, nor does the cry of the importunate
weary Him, grant me a taste of the coolness of Your forgiveness and the
sweetness of Your pardon!” So ‘Al (a) said, “By He in whose hand is my

soul, if you said this and had sins that filled up the heavens and earth,
He would surely forgive you!”
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(175) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said about one of the enemies
of Islam]: May Allah strike him with whiteness that cannot be hidden
[even] by a turban. (He meant leprosy).
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(176) ‘Al (a) [said]: O Allah! Preserve my dignity with ease [of livelihood]
and do not make me fall into disgrace through destitution, lest I seek
sustenance from those who [themselves] seek Your sustenance, look for
sympathy from the wicked among Your creatures, or have to suffer the
need to praise the one who gives to me, and am tempted to dispraise the
one who deprives me. Yet behind all this, You are the [true] Master of
giving and depriving.
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(177) “Ali (a) [said], “It is surprising for one to be doomed while he has

the means of salvation with him.” He was asked, “And what is that
[means]?” He said, “Seeking repentance.”
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(178) “Ali (a) [said]: O Allah, forgive me [for] what You know more [about
me] than I do; and if I return [to sin] then do return to me with
forgiveness. O Allah, forgive me what I had promised myself yet You
found I did not fulfil. O Allah, forgive me that by which I sought nearness
to You of my words but which my heart then opposed. O Allah, forgive
me for the signaling winks of the eye, the vain utterances, the desires of
the heart, and the slips of the tongue.
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(179) “Ali (a) narrated from the Prophet (s): Allah says: [The testimony]
“There is no god but Allah” is My fortress, so whoever enters it is safe
from My punishment.
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(180) Al (a) narrated from the Prophet (s): The supplications of the
children of my progeny are accepted, as long as they do not commit sins.

e A b e s sl s e Coggd 0] ol e e (1AY)
oo Vs e yie o ol o gl gl e I S  laan

o Jeo
(181) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: O Allah! If T am unable
to express my request or cannot properly seek my needs, then guide me
towards what is good for me and take my heart towards right guidance.

O Allah! Treat me with Your clemency and do not deal with me in
accordance with Your justice.
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(182) “Ali (a) [said]: O Allah! I seek Your protection from appearing good

in the eyes of others outwardly whilst my inward self is ugly before You
due to what I hide within me [of my private sins].
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(183) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Beware of one who lies
to you when he speaks, and belies you when you speak; who betrays you
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when you trust him, and accuses you when he entrusts you [with
something].
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(184) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: You messenger is the
interpreter of your intellect.
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(185) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Cheerfulness is a trap
for [ensnaring] affection, and tolerance is the grave for [burying] faults.
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(186) When €Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, married al-
Nahshaliyyah in Basrah, he sat on his couch and made al-Hasan sit on
his right side and al-Husayn on his left side. Then he made Muhammad
ibn al-Hanafiyyah sit on the ground, but he feared that it would might
make him feel inferior, so he said, “My son, you are my son while these
two are the sons of the Messenger of Allah.”
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(187) Two men came to visit ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, so he
placed two cushions for them [to sit on]. One of the two men sat on it
while the other did not. So ‘Ali (a) said to the latter, “Sit, for verily none
turns down honour and respect but a donkey.”
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(188) Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah narrated from ‘Ali (a): I said, “O
Messenger of Allah, if a son is born to me can I name him after you and
give him your kunyah?” He said, “Yes.”
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(189) A man from those who had taken refuge with the Quraysh once
told ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, “What is wrong with the
Mubhajirin and the Ansar that they left you for Abti Bakr and ‘Umar while
you have a greater precedent over them, are of a more honourable
station and are superior in merit?” So “Ali (a), who was leaning at that
moment, sat up and said, “If the believer was not [considered] a seeker
of Allah’s refuge, I would have killed you [for uttering these words that

cause division and strife].”*
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1 Perhaps Imam °Ali (a) knew the evil intent of the questioner and thus reacted in such
away. (Tr.)
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(190) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, supplicated on his way to
Syria, “O Allah, I seek Your protection from the hardships of travel, the
grief of going away [and leaving behind loved ones], and any scene of
ruin in my household, property and children. O Allah, You are the
Companion in the journey and You are the One who remains behind to
look after the household. None except You can join these two since one
who is left behind cannot be a companion nor can he who is a
companion be left behind.”
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(191) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Loss of loved ones is [a
cause of] forlornness.
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(192) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Six things constitute
magnanimity, three while at home and three while travelling. As for
those [which apply] while at home, they are: reciting the Book of Allah,
maintaining the masdjid of Allah, and taking brothers [in faith] for the
sake of Allah. As for those [which apply] while travelling, they are:

sharing your provisions [with fellow travellers], having a good
character, and joking without committing any sin.
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(193) Ali ibn Rabi‘ah said: I witnessed ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with
him, as he came to his riding animal and sat on it. As he placed his leg
on the stirrup, he said, “In the Name of Allah,” and once he had sat on
it, he said, “All praise be to Allah.” Then he recited: Glory be to the One
Who has subjected these for us, and we would not otherwise have been able to
do so; and surely to our Lord will we all return (Q43:13-14). Then he said, “All
praise belongs to Allah,” three times. Then he said, “Allah is the
greatest,” three times. Then he said, “Glory be to You, I have wronged
myself so forgive me; indeed none forgives sins but You.” Then he
smiled, so someone asked, “What made you smile, O Amir al-Mw’minin
(a)?” He replied, “I saw the Messenger of Allah do exactly as I have done,
and 1 asked him [the same question], ‘What made you smile, O
Messenger of Allah?’ He replied, ‘Verily Your Lord is pleased with His
servant when he says, “Forgive my sins,” knowing that there is no one

7

else who can do so but Him.
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(194) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated from the Prophet (s),
“Verily honouring three groups is from the right of reverence to Allah:
the Muslim whose hair is white due to old age, the one in authority who
is just [and fair], and the one who knows the Qur’an [by heart] and

neither transgresses its limits nor exaggerates in it.”
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(195) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: A person’s remaining

lifespan is priceless; through it he can regain what he has lost and revive
what he has let die.
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(196) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said to someone who uttered

something that was above his status: You have started flying while still
a nestling and growling before coming of age.
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(197) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Scythe evil from the
hearts of others by uprooting it from your [own] heart.
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(198) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: I [once] said, “O Allah,
do not make me need anyone among Your creation.” So he (s) said, “O
‘Ali, never say that, for there is no person but that he needs the people.”
I asked, “Then what should I say?” He (s) replied, “Say: O Allah, do not
make me need [anything from] the evil among Your creation.” I asked,
“O Messenger of Allah, who are the evil ones among His creation?” He
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said, “Those who place a great obligation when they give, and look for
faults [as justification] when they withhold [assistance].”

N = aéze& (144)

(199) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The intercessor is the
wing of the seeker [that helps him attain what he seeks].

e el o sy il e oo N ol iy o e (Vo)
Al S Ll s L3y o el (e o n izl s
o 0o I slomadl s LS myulll (I oyl s Lo i 3 5L3DG
o LS ol I d il e Lo i s Blerw I il S Gl de o
s e et S S hmandl e o a5 s

A I eV s WS Byl ) Byl s Lo

(200) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Prophet (s)
said, “Patience is of three types: patience in the face of hardship,
patience in obedience [to Allah], and patience in avoiding sin. Whoever
remains patient in the face of hardship until he passes through it in the
best and calmest manner, Allah records for him [an elevation of] three
hundred ranks, with the distance between one rank and the next being
like the distance between the sky and the earth. And whoever is patient
in obedience, Allah records for him [an elevation of] six hundred ranks,
with the distance between each of its ranks being like that which is
between the [innermost] boundary of the earth and the [divine] Throne.
And whoever is patient in keeping away from [sin and] disobedience,
Allah records for him [an elevation of] nine hundred ranks with the
distance between each of its ranks being like that which is between the
[innermost] boundary of the earth and the highest limit of the [divine]
Throne.”
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(201) He (a) also said: Modesty is adornment, piety is honour, and the
best riding mount is patience.
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(202) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Contentment is a sword

that does not get blunt and patience is a riding mount that does not
stumble. And the best provision is patience in the face of hardship.
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(203) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said], “Patience fights off
mishaps while distress [and anxiety] is one of the aides of the [trying]
times.” He was asked, “What thing is nearest to disbelief?” So he said,
“One who is faced with poverty and has no patience [for it].”
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(204) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: I advise you about five
things for which [even] if one was to undertake an arduous journey, it
would be worth it. [Firstly,] none of you should ever have hope in

anyone but his Lord. [Secondly,] one should never be afraid of anything
but sins. [Thirdly,] none of you should ever be ashamed, when he is
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asked about something that he does not know, to say, “I do not know.”
[Fourthly,] None of you should ever be ashamed to learn that which he
does not know. [Finally, I advise you] to be patient, for indeed the
relationship of patience to faith is like that of the head to the body; a
body is of no use without a head. Similarly, faith can be of no use
without patience.
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(205) He also said: The patient one is never deprived of victory, even if
it takes a long time [to come].
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(206) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Cast away the sorrows
that come upon you through the resolve of patience and the virtue of
certitude.
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(207) He also said: If you are distressed about what has escaped from
your hands, then be anxious about all that which has not reached you.
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(208) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, came across a tailor [who was

not careful about his work] so he said, “O tailor, may the weepers weep
over you [if you continue this way]! Make your stitches firm, make the
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seams accurate, and make the folds close, for verily 1 heard the
Messenger of Allah (s) say, ‘Allah will resurrect the treacherous tailor
wearing a shirt and robe with which he had been deceitful.” And beware
of [keeping] the extra pieces of cloth that fall off as the owner of the
cloth has a greater right to it, so do not take possession of it seeking
some remuneration thereby.”
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(209) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, came out one day and
addressed the butchers saying, “0 butchers, whoever [artificially] bloats
up a sheep is not from us.”
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(210) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Truth is better for the
believer than the wealth that he consumes and bequeaths.
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(211) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Verily truth is heavy
and wholesome whereas falsehood is indeed light and plague-stricken.
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(212) He also said: Whoever wrestles the truth is thrown down by it.
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(213) He also said: Whoever transgresses the truth, his path becomes

narrow.
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(214) He also said: Whoever shows hostility to the truth is destroyed.
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(215) He also said: There is truth and falsehood, and each has its
followers. If falsehood dominates, it has done so from early on, and if
truth diminishes, that too has often occurred and may [again] happen.

And it is seldom that a thing turns back only to then [return and]
advance.
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(216) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said about the verse: Then you

will be questioned about the bounties (Q102:8), “[it refers to] security,

health, and wellbeing.”
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(217) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said], “I am amazed at the

heedlessness of the jealous about the health of their bodies.” And he also
said, “A healthy body results from lack of jealousy.”
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(218) He also said: The one who is afflicted by severe tribulation is no

more in need of supplication than the one who is doing well but is not
secure from tribulations.
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(219) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Dispense with your
dependency on anyone and you will be his equal; express your needs to
whomever you wish and you will become his captive; do a favour to
whomever you wish and you will become his master.
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(220) He also said: Not having your need fulfilled is better than seeking
it from one who is not worthy.
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(221) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Do good to those who
are worthy of it and those who are unworthy, for if the person [you

assist] is unworthy, then you are indeed worthy [of doing the good

deed].
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(222) He (a) also said, narrating from the Prophet (s): If anyone among
you has some need, let him go out early on Thursday to seek it, and as
he leaves his house, let him recite the last verses of Sirah Al ‘Imran,
Ayat al-Kursi, Stirah Innd Inzalnahu fi Laylat al-Qadr, and Umm al-Kitab,
for indeed in this is the [means of attaining the] needs of this world and
the Hereafter.
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(223) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The fulfilling of
[others’] needs is not made righteous except by three things: by
considering it to be small such that it becomes great, by hiding it such
that it is made apparent [by Allah], and by expediting it such that it
becomes felicitous.
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(224) He also said, “O Kumayl, instruct your family to go out in the
daytime in search of noble traits and to go out in the night to meet the
needs of those who might be sleeping; for I swear by Him Whose hearing
extends to all voices, no person brings joy to the heart of another but
that Allah creates for him a special grace therefrom, and whenever any
hardship befalls him, it will flow on it like running water and will drive
it away the way a wild camel is driven away from the herd.”
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(225) He also said: Your countenance is like frozen water that is melted
by asking; so [be careful and] consider whose presence you are melting

it in.



SAYINGS OF AMIR AL-MU°MININ (A)

e bl iam &, e pla U gl dl e o oL IS, (YY9)
s Lidly plddl Lo oo Loy Lgd o5 e cad] ol il pr & 287

Ly ol el o o Loy Led 02 o s
(226) He (a) said to Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah al-Ansart: O Jabir, the one upon
whom the blessings of Allah are abundant, the people’s needs towards
him also abound, so whoever fulfils with it what Allah has made
obligatory for him, then he makes it last and persist, and whoever does

not fulfil what is obligatory from it, then he has exposed it to cessation
and perishment.
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(227) He (a) also said: Whoever complains of his need to a believer, it is

as if he has complained to Allah, but whoever complains of it to a
disbeliever, it is as if he has complained against Allah.
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(228) A bedouin Arab came to ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, and
said, “By Allah, O Amir al-Mu’minin, I have left my home while there is
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nothing with hair or wool therein, neither any sheep nor any goat [by
which I could sustain myself and my family].” So he (a) replied, “By
Allah, there is nothing in my house more than what I require of
provisions.” So the bedouin turned away saying, “By Allah, you will
surely be questioned by Allah about my having come before you!” So he
(a) cried intensely [upon hearing that], and he instructed that the man
be brought back and asked him to repeat what he had said. Then he
cried again and said, “O Qanbar, bring my prized coat of mail,” and then
he gave it to the bedouin saying, “Let no one cheat you regarding it, for
it has a long record of relieving distress from the face of the Messenger
of Allah.” Then Qanbar said, “Twenty dirhams would suffice him; and
he would say, ‘O Qanbar, by Allah I would not be pleased to have the
entire weight of this world in gold or silver, which I then give in charity
and Allah accepts that from me, only to have Him ask me about that
[bedouin] man having come to me [and my having turned him away

”

empty-handed].
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(229) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Verily everything has
a fruit, and the fruit of kindness is expediting the release [of the needy
from his need].
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(230) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, once ate some poor-quality
dates and then drank water, then he struck his abdomen and said:
Whoever is made to enter the fire by his stomach is kept away [from
divine mercy] by Allah. Then he recited:
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Whenever you give your stomach what it seeks
and your private parts, they both acquire the utmost dispraise together

dlie te Uy sl e A5 cpndl e AU bod o _Le 0LST(YFY)
Jo JU o L) gl et b ol ol el o s 5o Y ¢ ae o
el B s bl s Ul Al el U 2
(231) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, used to open his fast one night
at al-Hasan’s house, and one night at al-Husayn’s house, and one night
at ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far’s house, not eating more than two or three
morsels each time. When asked about this, he said, “Indeed only a few
nights remain until the command of Allah comes, [and T want my soul
be taken] while I am in the state of hunger.” And he was assassinated on
that very night.
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(232) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: If any of your brothers
[in faith] knock at your door, then do not keep from them anything [you

have available] in your house, but do not go out of your way to procure
that which you do not have.
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(233) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, wrote to ‘Uthman ibn Hunayf,
who was his governor in Basrah: I have learnt that a man from the youth
of Basrah invited you to a banquet and you hurried towards it. Foods of
various colors were presented before you and large bowls were served
to you. I never thought that you would accept [an invitation to] the meal
of a people whose needy are harshly turned away and whose affluent
are [cordially] invited! So consider the morsels that you take from this
food; as for that about which you are in doubt, throw it out, and take
[only] from that which you are sure has been earned lawfully. Know that
verily every follower has a leader whom he follows, and from the light
of whose knowledge he seeks illumination. Look, verily your Imam has
sufficed himself, from his world, with two threadbare garments and, for
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his food, with two loaves. If I wished, I could have followed the path to
[worldly pleasures such as] the purest of this honey, fine wheat, and silk
fabric; but far be it that my desires should overcome me and my appetite
should lead me to select [tasty] foods, while in al-Hijaz or in al-
Yamamah there may be one who has no hope of getting a loaf of bread
and has not had a satiating meal. Or that I should sleep with a full
stomach while around me there may be some hungry bellies and thirsty
livers; or that I should be as the poet has described:

It suffices for you as a malady that you should sleep with a full stomach,
while around you are abdomens that yearn for dried leather.

Shall T content myself with being called Commander of the Faithful
while I do not share with them the hardships of the times, or act as a
role model for them in the rough patches of life? I was not created to be
engrossed in eating good foods, like the tethered animal whose only
concern is its fodder, or the one that is let loose whose [only] activity is
to graze and swallow. It fills its stomach with fodder and pays no
attention to the purpose behind it. It is to me as if your spokesperson is
saying, “If this is the food of the son of Abt Talib, then weakness would
have made him unfit to fight his rivals and combat the brave
[warriors].” Know that verily the tree that grows in the wilderness has
stronger timber, while fresh green trees have softer barks. I swear by
Allah - an oath in which I make [only] the will of Allah an exception -
that I shall train my soul so that it feels pleased if it gets a single loaf as
ameal, and is content with [only] salt as a condiment.
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(234) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The places where
intellects become most deficient are under the flashes of greed.
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(235) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Covetousness is endless
bondage.
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(236) He (a) also said: Beware of being carried by the riding mounts of
greed lest they cast you into the watering holes of destruction.
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(237) “Ali (a) [said]: The coveter is [forever] in the shackles of disgrace.
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(238) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Whoever attains his
farthest hope should expect his near demise.
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(239) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Be cautious not to
depend on hopes, for they are the wares of the unintelligent.
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(240) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said to his son al-Hasan: O my
son, fear Allah in a manner that you feel if all the good deeds of the
inhabitants of earth were presented by you before Him, He would not
accept them from you; and have hope in Allah in a manner that you feel

if all the sins of the inhabitants of earth were committed by you, He
would still forgive you.
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(241) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The Messenger of Allah
(s) sent an army and made a man its commander, telling them to listen
to him and obey. That person later kindled a [huge] fire and commanded
them to jump into it, so one group among them refused saying, “We are
only [doing all this] to escape the fire [of Hell - so why would we jump
into fire?].” Another group, however, were prepared to enter it. When
the Prophet heard about this, he said, “If they had entered the fire, they
would remain therein (meaning, they would proceed from this fire to
the fire of Hell).” And he (s) said, “There is no obedience [to anyone]
when it means disobedience to Allah. Obedience is only in matters of

virtue [and goodness].”
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(242) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Verily Allah, the
Glorified, has made obedience an advantage for the sagacious when the

incapable ones fall short.
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(243) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Whoever wishes to gain
affluence without wealth, prestige without kinsfolk, and obedience
without authority, then let him come out of the abjectness of
disobedience to Allah into the honour of His obedience, for indeed

[through this] he will find all of these.
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(244) “Ali (a) [said]: So rise up with those who obey you against those
who disobey you, and seek independence from those who defy you with
those who follow you. For verily, the absence of one who is unwilling

[to fight] is better than his presence, and his sitting back is more
beneficial [for you] than his rising up.
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(245) “Al1, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: When one thinks good
of you, then prove his supposition to be true.
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(246) He (a) also said: Be careful of the opinions of believers, for Allah,
the Exalted, has placed the truth upon their tongues.
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(247) And he said: In an age when righteousness prevails over a people,
if a person entertains an evil suspicion about another person from
whom no evil has become evident, then he has been unjust. And in an

age when corruption prevails among people, if a man thinks positively
of another man, then he has deluded himself [and put himself in peril].
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(248) And he (a) said: It is not justice to judge a reliable person by
conjecture [instead of accepting his testimony].
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(249) <Ali, may Allah ennoble his countenance, [said]: One who allows
doubts and uncertainties to waver him will be trampled by the hooves
of the devils.
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(250) He (a) also said: Nobody hides anything [in his heart] but that it
becomes manifest in the slips of his tongue and the expressions of his
face.
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(251) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Prophet (s)

said: Beware of the cry of the oppressed, for he only seeks his right from
Allah, and verily Allah does not deprive anyone of his right.
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(252) “Ali (a) narrated from the Prophet (s): Allah says, “My Anger is
heightened against one who oppresses the person who finds no helper
besides Me.”
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(253) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Though Allah gives
time to the oppressor, His grasp will not spare him and He will ambush
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him on the passage he traverses, and [even] whence he swallows his

saliva.
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(254) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The day of [retribution
for] the oppressed over the oppressor is [going to be] more severe than
the day the oppressor wronged the oppressed.
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(255) “Ali (a) narrated that the Prophet (s) said: Beware of oppression,
for verily it ruins your hearts.
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(256) He also narrated from the Prophet (s): Woe be to those who

oppress my family, their punishment will be with the hypocrites in the
lowest depths of Hellfire.
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(257) He also said, “Know that injustice is of three kinds: the injustice
that is not forgiven, the injustice that is not left [unquestioned], and the
injustice that is forgiven without being questioned. As for the injustice

that is not forgiven, it is the ascribing of partners to Allah, as Allah, the
Glorified, says: Verily Allah does not forgive that any partner should be
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ascribed to Him (Q4:48). As for the injustice that is forgiven, it is the
injustice of a person to himself in committing some small sins. And as
for the injustice that is not left unquestioned, it is the injustice of the
people to each other. In this case the retribution is severe, not [simply]
wounding with knives or striking with whips, rather it is a punishment
in comparison to which all this seems small.”
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(258) He (a) said: Consider not the injustice of one who wrongs you as
grave, for indeed his striving only harms himself and benefits you.
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(259) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: I would much rather
pass a night in wakefulness on the thorny thistles of Sa‘dan, or be driven
shackled in chains, than to meet Allah and His Messenger on the Day of
Judgement as an oppressor to some of the people or a usurper of
anything from the material wealth [of this world]. And how can I
oppress anyone for [the sake of] a life that is swiftly moving towards
deterioration and is to remain under the earth for a long time?! By
Allah, even if I were given the seven realms along with all that exists

under their skies in order that I may disobey Allah by snatching the husk
of a grain of barley from an ant, I would not do it. Verily, your world is
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less significant to me than a leaf in the mouth of a locust that is chewing
it. What has “Ali to do with bounties that perish and pleasures that do
not last? We seek refuge with Allah from the torpor of the intellect and
the ugliness of error.
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(260) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Allah revealed to the
Messiah, “Tell the Bani Isr2’il that they should not enter any of My
houses except with humbled gazes, pure hearts, and clean hands; and
inform them that I will not answer any of their supplications while
there is among My creation one who has a complaint against them [for
usurping his right].”
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(261) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The Messenger of Allah
(s) said, “The first to enter Paradise will be the martyr, and the servant
who worships his Lord in the best manner and is sincere before his
Master.”
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(262) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The last words of the

Messenger of Allah (s) were, “[I urge you to maintain] the prayer, the
prayer! And fear Allah regarding that which your right hand possesses.”
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(263) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Assign for each one of

your servants work that you hold him responsible for, as indeed it is

more appropriate to ensure that they do not depend upon one another
in your service.
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(264) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said regarding ‘Uthman, “The

least that Talhah and Zubayr did with regard to him was instigation, and

their gentlest action was violence.” By this he meant they were resolute
in their enmity towards him.
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(265) He (a) also said: Act with kindness towards your enemy for indeed
that is the sweeter of the two triumphs.
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(266) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, wrote to the people of Basrah:
So if devastating desires and foolish views wrongfully prompt you to

break your pledge to me and to oppose me, then here I am; I have
brought my horses close and placed saddles on my riding camels. If you
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force me to march towards you, I shall certainly descend upon you in a
manner that will make the Battle of Jamal seem like a mere licking of
the tongue [in comparison]. This is while I am aware of the merit of the
obedient among you and the right of the sincere, and will neither
punish the innocent in place of the accused nor the loyal instead of the
oath-breaker.
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(267) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The most important
actions are three: remembering Allah in every state, assisting brothers
[in faith] with one’s wealth, and treating people fairly and with
impartiality.
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(268) A man stayed with Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, for a few
days, and then he approached him in a matter of litigation, so ‘Ali asked
him, “Are you a litigant?” He said, “Yes.” So he (a) said, “Then move out
[and do not stay with us], for indeed the Messenger of Allah forbade the

hosting of one litigant unless the other party [in the case being litigated]
is with him.”
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(269) ‘Abdullah ibn Zam‘ah, who was one of his Shi‘ah, approached “Alj,
may Allah be pleased with him, during his caliphate asking for money,
so he (a) said, “Verily this money is neither mine nor yours; rather, it is
the spoils of the Muslims and the acquisition of their swords. So if you
participated with them in their battle, you will have a share equal to
theirs, otherwise what they reap with their hands cannot be for other
than their own mouths.” And [on another occasion] he (a) told one of

his [zakat] collectors, “Advance onwards with mindfulness of Allah
alone, Who has no partner. Never frighten a Muslim and never trespass
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on his property. And never take from him more than the right of Allah
in his wealth. When you approach a neighbourhood, alight at their
watering place instead of going to their houses. Then proceed towards
them calmly and with dignity until you stand among them. Offer
salutations to them and do not be remiss in greeting them. Then say, ‘O
servants of Allah, the vicegerent of Allah and His caliph has sent me to
you to collect from you the right of Allah in your wealth. Is there any
right of Allah in your wealth that you would fulfill by giving it to His
vicegerent?’ If anyone among them says ‘No,” then do not go back to
him. But if someone replies affirmatively, then go with him without
frightening him, threatening him, harassing him or pressuring him.
Then take what he gives you of gold or silver. If he has cattle or camels,
do not enter upon them save with his permission, for verily most of
them are for him. And when you go there, do not enter upon them like
one who is a master, or in a manner that is violent. Never scare any
animal or tease it, and do not let the owner feel grieved about it.” And
when he made al-Ashtar the governor of Egypt, he said to him, “Fix a
time for complainants wherein you make yourself free for them, and sit
with them in common audience and be humble therein for the sake of
Allah who created you. [As you do this,] you should keep away your
soldiers and your assistants such as the guards and the police, so that
anyone who would like to speak may speak to you without fear, because
I have heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say in more than one instance,
‘The people among whom the right of the weak is not secured from the
strong without fear will never achieve purity.” Tolerate their
awkwardness and inability to speak. Do not behave with strictness and
haughtiness. Allah will, as a result, shower you with His mercy and
bestow the reward of His obedience upon you.”
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(270) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: One who submits to
lethargy forfeits [his] rights."
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(271) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Until when must I bear
patiently and turn my back to the harassment, saying ‘perhaps’ and
‘maybe’?
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(272) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Ten things lead to
forgetfulness: Too much worry, cupping the back of the neck, urinating
in stagnant water, eating sour apples, eating coriander seeds, eating the
leftover of a mouse, reading the tombstones, looking at the crucified,

walking between two smeared camels, and throwing lice while [still]

alive.”
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1 0r: ...neglects the rights [of others]. (Tr.)

1> The last three actions mentioned here are not found in any other early source, but the
first seven are seen in different sources. Hence it is difficult to attribute the last part of
this tradition to the Imam (a). (Tr.)
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(273) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: I wonder at the miser;
he hastens the poverty from which he flees, and misses the affluence
which he seeks. He lives in this world the life of a destitute yet he will
be held to account in the Hereafter with the accounting of the rich. Tam
amazed at the arrogant one who was [nothing but] a drop of seminal
fluid yesterday, and will be [just] a corpse tomorrow. I wonder at the
one who doubts in Allah while he sees the creation of Allah. 1am amazed
at the one who forgets death while he sees others dying [around him]. I
wonder at the one who denies the second genesis while he sees the first
genesis. And I am amazed at the one who builds his transient abode yet
he abandons his Eternal Abode.
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(274) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The intelligent person
is one who is admonished by experiences.
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(275) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was told, “Define an
intelligent person for us.” So he said, “He is one who puts a thing in its
correct place.” Then he was asked, “Define for us the ignorant person.”

So he said, “I have already done so;” meaning he is one who does not
put a thing in its correct place.
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(276) He (a) said: Forbearance is a concealing veil and the intellect is a
sharp [cutting] sword, so conceal the flaws of your character through
your forbearance and fight your [base] desires with your intellect.
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(277) In his final will, ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “O my
son, even though I have not lived as [long as] those before me lived, I
have examined their actions and pondered over their accounts, until I
became like one of them. Rather, through that which has reached me of
their affairs, it is as though I have lived with them, from the first to the
last. Thus, I know what is pure from this and what is murky, what is
beneficial from it and what is harmful. So I have selected for you the
best of every matter and marked out for you its most beautiful aspect,
thereby diverting from you what is unknown of it.”
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(278) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: One who thinks his
opinion is sufficient [and does not seek advice] has taken a [huge] risk.
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(279) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Never include a miser
in your consultation as he will turn you away from excellence and
frighten you with poverty, nor a coward as he will weaken your resolve
in the matter, nor a greedy person as he will glamorize avarice for you
by force. Indeed, miserliness, cowardice, and greed are different
impulses which all stem from having a negative opinion of Allah, the
Exalted.
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(280) He also said: The one who is [too] opinionated is destroyed, but he
who consults with others shares in their intellect.

(281) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Little that is practiced
continually is better than [doing] a lot that makes one weary.
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(282) He (a) said: The best of deeds is that which you compel yourself to
do.
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(283) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: A man came to the
Messenger of Allah (s) and asked, “What would negate the argument of
ignorance against me?” He said, “Knowledge.” He asked, “And what
would negate the argument of knowledge against me?” He said, “Action
[upon that knowledge].”
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(284) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Be more concerned
about the acceptance of deeds than of [performing] the deeds
themselves, for indeed action with Godwariness is never little. And how
can something that is accepted [by Allah] be [considered] little?!
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(285) When he was advised to abandon fighting Talhah and al-Zubayr,
‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said: By Allah, I shall not be like the
hyena that sleeps through the noise until the hunter reaches it and he
who lies in wait ambushes it. Rather, I shall strike deviators from the
truth with the help of those who advance towards it, and sinful doubters
with the aid of those who listen and obey, till my day comes.
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(286) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that the Prophet (s)
said: Whoever is transferred by Allah from the abasement of sin to the
honour of Godwariness has been made prosperous without wealth, and
He has ennobled him without [the need for] a clan, and has put him at
ease without [the need for] an intimate companion.
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(287) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: I do not see anything

more harmful to the hearts of men than the sound of sandals behind
them [as the people follow them, taking them to be leaders].
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(288) ‘Al (a) [said], “The person of the lowest value is he who has the
least knowledge.” And he said, “The worth of every person is [measured
by] that which he knows well.”
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(289) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Wisdom is the lost
property of every believer, so seize it even if it be from the mouths of
polytheists.
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(290) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Take wisdom from
wherever it may be; for indeed wisdom may be in the heart of a
hypocrite so it flutters in his heart until it escapes therefrom and comes

to rest with its companions [in its rightful place] in the heart of a
believer.
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(291) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Whoever takes up for
himself a position of leadership must begin by teaching himself before
teaching others; and his training must be through action before he
trains [others] with his words. Whoever educates and disciplines
himself is more deserving of respect than one who teaches others and
trains them.
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(292) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The lowliest knowledge
is that which stops at the tongue [and is not acted upon], while the
loftiest of it is that which is manifested in the organs and limbs.
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(293) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: 1t is sufficient as an
honour for knowledge that even those who do not possess it claim to
have it, and are pleased when it is attributed to them. And it is sufficient
as a dishonour for ignorance that even those who are in it disassociate
from it and get angry when it is attributed to them.
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(294) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said to a person who asked
him about an issue: Ask in order to learn and do not ask in order to
embarrass [or confuse], for indeed the ignorant one who seeks to learn
is similar to a learned person, and verily the learned one who is
oppressive [with his knowledge] is similar to an ignorant person.
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(295) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said to some youth of the
Quraysh: O my sons and the sons of my brother, you are the youth of a
community and will soon become the elders of another community, so
gain knowledge; and whoever is unable to retain it should write it down.
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(296) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Analyze the report you
hear with the aim of understanding it [completely], not simply as a

narration [that you can relay to others], for indeed the narrators of
reports are many but those who consider them carefully are few.
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(297) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The honour of a noble
person is [in] his etiquette.
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(298) It is reported that Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, used to say:

Seventy sins of an ignorant person are forgiven before a single sin of a
learned person is forgiven.
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(299) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: People are either
learned or [in the process of] learning, and the rest are those of little
sense in whom there is no good.
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(300) “Ali (a) reported that the Prophet (s) said: Whoever issues fatwas to
people without knowledge is cursed by the heavens.
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(301) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said to his scribe ‘Abdullah
ibn Abi Rafi¢, “Put cotton in your inkpot, keep the nib of your pen long,

leave space between your lines and keep the letters close to each other,
for that makes the writing more beautiful.”
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(302) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Never use the
sharpness of your tongue against the one who has made you speak or
the eloquence of your speech against the one who guides you [to the
right path].
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(303) He, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Knowledge is of two
types: the intuitive and the learnt; learnt [knowledge] is of no benefit if
it is not [supported by that which is] intuitive.
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(304) He (a) also said [regarding the misguided individual]: He construes
the Book according to his opinion and twists the truth according to his
vain desires. He makes people feel safe from major sins and trivializes
serious crimes. He says, “I cease when faced with doubts,” yet he jumps
into them, and he says, “I eschew innovations,” yet he immerses himself
in them. He knows neither the door of guidance that he may follow nor
the door of misguidance that he may keep aloof from. Such an individual
is but a corpse among the living.
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(305) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said to [his son] al-Hasan, “O
my son, sit in the company of the learned, for if you say something right,
they will praise you and if you are ignorant [about something], they will
teach you and if you make a mistake, they will not treat you harshly.

And do not sit in the company of the foolish, for verily they are the
opposite of this.”
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(306) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said to [his son Muhammad]
ibn al-Hanafiyyah as he gave him the banner, “Even if the mountains
are dislodged, do not waver. Grit your teeth, entrust your head to Allah,
plant your feet firmly on the ground, set your sights on the furthest
enemy contingent and lower your gaze. And know that certainly succor
is from Allah.”
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(307) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The survivors of war
grow larger in number and have more children.
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(308) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said in the Battle of Siffin: O
company of Muslims! Don the garb of awe [of Allah] and cover

yourselves with tranquility. Grit your teeth as that makes the swords
skip off the skull. Wear full battle armor and shake your swords in their
scabbards before unsheathing them. Stare [at the enemy] furiously and
strike on both sides. Strike [only] with the sharp edge and extend your
swords by stepping forward. Know that Allah is watching over you and
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you are in the company of the cousin of the Messenger of Allah. So
attack repeatedly and be ashamed of fleeing, for indeed it is a disgrace
for your posterity and fire on the Day of Reckoning. Be pleased to give
your lives as martyrs and walk with ease towards death. Turn your
attention to this large contingent and the pitched canopy, and attack its
epicenter for verily Satan is hiding in its lower corner. He has stretched
out his hand to attack and has kept his foot back to flee. So remain firm
and steadfast until the light of truth becomes manifest for you while you
have the upper hand and Allah is with you, and He will not stint [the reward of]
your works (Q47:35).
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(309) He (a) said to Mu‘awiyah [in a letter], “You have called for war, so
leave the people aside and come out to [fight] me, so that it may be
known which of us has his heart covered with rust, and his eyes
obscured by veils! I am Abi al-Hasan, the killer of your grandfather,
your brother, and your uncle, having struck them down on the day of

Badr. That same sword is with me and I meet my adversary with the

same heart.”
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(310) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Beware of shedding
blood without justification, because nothing is more inviting of Divine
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retribution, nor greater in [evil] consequence, nor more effective in the
removal of blessings and the cutting short of lifespans than shedding of
blood without justification. On the Day of Judgement, Allah, the
Glorified, will commence by giving His judgement among the people in
the cases of bloodshed committed by them. Therefore, do not
strengthen your authority by shedding prohibited blood because verily
this will weaken and lower the authority [you have]; rather, it will take
it away and transfer it [to another].
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(311) And he said: Verily the most honourable of deaths is martyrdom.
By He in whose hand is the soul of [the son of] Abt Talib, one thousand
strikes with the sword are indeed easier [for me] than dying on the bed.
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(312) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Being loyal to the

treacherous people is treachery in the sight of Allah, and being
treacherous with the treacherous people is loyalty in the sight of Allah.
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(313) And he (a) wrote to his representative, “When hardship made it
possible for you [to betray the people], you attacked quickly and leapt
hastily, snatching away whatever you could, just as a swift wolf snatches
a wounded goat. Then, you carried it off, happy with your confiscation
of it, without feeling any compunction for taking it. It was as though

I'* -~ were sending to your family

you - may everyone else have no father
your inheritance from your own father and mother. Glory be to Allah!
Don’t you believe in the Resurrection? Or do you not fear the scrutiny
of the accounting? How can you easily consume food and drink while
you know that what you are consuming is unlawful? I will surely have
my excuse for dealing with you before Allah, and I will certainly strike
you with my sword, which 1 did not strike anyone with but that he

entered Hell!”
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(314) He also said: Feign unmindfulness of all that is not clear to you.

Never hasten to believe a slanderer, for indeed a slanderer is a deceiver,
even if he looks like those who wish you well.
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(315) He also said: One who takes [the] keeping [of] trusts lightly will fall

into perfidy. And one who does not purify his soul and faith from it has
actually abased himself in the world and he shall be even more abased

16 This is a statement of rebuke meant to describe him as one who has no empathy or
compassion for anyone else. (Tr.)
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and disgraced in the Hereafter. Verily the greatest betrayal is betraying
the ummah, and the vilest perfidy is the perfidy of the leaders.
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(316) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Among you is the
person who has been favoured [with blessings] yet is gradually being
driven towards punishment through those blessings; and many an
afflicted person is [actually] being favoured through his affliction.
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(317) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said in his final testament:
Repel the sorrows that come upon you through resolute patience and
virtuous certitude.
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(318) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Set aside your pride, let
go of your haughtiness, and recall your grave.
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(319) He (a) also said: Self-admiration prevents growth.
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(320) He (a) also said: A person’s admiration of himself is one of the
begrudgers of his intellect.
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(321) He (a) said: Whoever is pleased with himself, many are angry with

him.
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(322) He also said: Beware of self-admiration, for that is the strongest

opportunity for Satan to efface [and nullify] the kindness done by a
good-doer.

bl a5 oy S My b i Janlly i ol B oL (FYY)
.EJ.&J 5 r.,bJ )

(323) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Perfume is alluring,
honey is alluring, riding is alluring, and looking at greenery is alluring.
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(324) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said to Mu‘awiyah: As for your
statement, “We are the sons of ‘Abd Manaf,” so too are we, yet neither
is Umayyah like Hashim, nor is Harb like ‘Abd al-Muttalib, nor is AbQ
Sufyan like Aba Talib. The one who migrated [for Islam] cannot be like

the one who was set free, nor can one of noble descent be like one who
is adopted, nor can the follower of truth be like the adherent of
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falsehood, nor can the believer be like the corrupt. Furthermore, we also
have with us the honour of prophethood, by which we abased the
mighty and elevated the downtrodden. When Allah made the Arabs
enter His religion in throngs and this nation submitted to it willingly or
unwillingly, you were among those who entered the religion - either out
of desire or due to fear - at a time when the forerunners had already
achieved success by being the first [to believe] and the early emigrants
(muhgjirin) had [already] attained their distinction.
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(325) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was asked about the Quraysh
so he said: As for the Banii Makhziim, they are the sweet-scented flower
of the Quraysh; their men are good to talk to and their women prove to
be good wives. As for the Bant ‘Abd al-Shams, their views are far off
[from righteousness] and they are most niggardly with what they
possess; on the other hand we (the Bant Hashim) are more generous
and more ready to face death [for a just cause]. They are more in
numbers, guile and evil, while we are more eloquent, handsome and
sincere.
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(326) He, may Allah be pleased with him, [also said]: There is a great
difference between two types of action: the action whose pleasure

wanes but its [ill] effects remain, and the action whose hardship
disappears but its reward remains.
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(327) He (a) also said [to those in his camp], “Is it not surprising that
Mu‘awiyah calls out to the brutish rabble and they follow him without
any allowance or grant, yet I call you - and you are the scions of Islam

and the remnants of its people - to [fight with] allowances or some
[form of] grant yet you disperse from me [and oppose me]?”
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(328) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: When the difficulty

reaches its peak, there is relief, and when the shackles of affliction

become most constricting, there is release.
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(329) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Prophet (s)
said: Beware of being undutiful towards [your] parents, for verily the
scent of Paradise reaches a distance of five hundred years, yet its
fragrance will not reach the one who is undutiful [to his parents], the
one who severs ties with his close relatives, the aged man who
fornicates, or the one who swaggers haughtily.
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(330) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Honour your family, for
indeed they are the wings by which you fly and the origin to which you
return; by their support you attack [the enemy], and with their support
you overcome [the adversary]. They are the ones who assist you in times
of hardship, so honour the noble among them, visit their sick, include
them as partners in your affairs, and help those of them who are going
through hard times.
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(331) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said about the family of the
Prophet (s): They are the trustees of His secret, the haven of His affair,
the treasure chest of His knowledge, the custodians of His wisdom, the
caverns of His scriptures, and the mountains of His religion. Through
them, He straightened its bent back and eliminated the quivering of its
flanks. They are the foundation and pillar of certitude; to them return
those who have gone to the extreme and with them join those who have
lagged behind.
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(332) He (a) said: Beware! None among you should ever ignore your near
kin whom he finds needy and desist from helping them with that which
neither increases if it is withheld, nor decreases if it is spent. Whoever
closes his hand to his kinsfolk only closes one hand to them but will have
many hands closed to him [in his time of need]; and whoever has a
gentle demeanor will have lasting affection from his people.
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(333) He also said: At times the distant one is closer than the near one,
and the near one is farther away than the distant one; and the stranger
is he who has no intimate friend.
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(334) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, wrote to Ziyad ibn Abihi when
Mu‘awiyah sought to deceive him into joining him, “I have come to
know that Mu‘awiyah wrote to you to shake your wit and dull your
astuteness. So beware of him, for it is but Satan who approaches a

person from the front and the rear, from the right and from the left, to
pounce on [him in] his negligence and loot [him in] his inadvertence. In
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the days of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, Abai Sufyan uttered something that
was on his mind without thinking, and it was one of the evil suggestions
of Satan by which neither is kinship established, nor does entitlement
to inheritance come about. He who clings to it is like the uninvited
intruder to a watering hole that is pushed away, or like the dangling cup

[tied to a saddle].
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(335) He, may Allah be pleased with him, [said], “The closest of all people
to the Prophets are those who are most knowledgeable about what
[message] they brought.” Then he (a) recited: Indeed the closest people to
Ibrahim are those who follow him (Q3:68). Then he said, “Verily he who
obeys Allah is the closest one to Muhammad (s), even if he is not related
to him, and verily he who disobeys Allah is the enemy of Muhammad
(s), even if he is the nearest of his relatives.”
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(336) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Let not most of your
preoccupation be with your family and your children, for if your family
and children are friends of Allah then He will not leave His friends

uncared for, and if they are enemies of Allah, then why should you
worry about and be preoccupied with the enemies of Allah?
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(337) 1t is reported from him (a) that someone once congratulated
another person in his presence on the birth of a son saying,
“Congratulations for the birth of a lion!” So he (a) said, “Do not say this;
rather, say that you are grateful to the Bestower, and have been blessed
by the gift [of a child] that you have been bestowed with. May he come
of age and may you be blessed with his righteousness.”
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(338) A man petitioned ‘Umar against ‘Ali (a), while ‘Ali was seated [near
him], so ‘Umar turned to him and said, “O Aba al-Hasan, stand up and
be seated next to the one who has complained against you.” So he stood
up and sat next to the plaintiff, and they debated [the matter]. Then the
man left and ‘Al (a) returned to his place. ‘Umar noticed a change in
[the look of] his face, so he asked, “O Aba al-Hasan, why do I see your
comportment changed? Were you displeased with what happened?”
“Yes,” he replied. “Why is that?” “Because you called me by my kunyah
[with respect] in the presence of my opponent - why did you not say ‘O
‘Ali, stand up and be seated next to the one who has complained against
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you’?” So ‘Umar kissed ‘Ali on his forehead and then said, “May my
parents be sacrificed for you! It is through you that Allah has guided us,
and through you He has removed us from darkness into light.”
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(339) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said regarding the two
arbiters [in the arbitration after the Battle of Siffin]: The elite among
you unanimously agreed to select two men, so we took a pledge from
both of them that they would adhere to the Qur’an and not overstep its
limits, and that their tongues would be with it and their hearts would

follow it. But they deviated from it and abandoned the truth while
looking at it.
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(340) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The most detested of
all creation in the sight of Allah are two individuals: the person whom
Allah has left to his own devices so he deviates from the straight path
and is enamored with words of heresy and misleading calls. Another is
the person who has amassed ignorance and moves expeditiously among
the ignorant folk. He dives mindlessly into the darkness of strife and is
blind to the benefits of peacemaking. Those who just resemble people
call him a scholar but he is not one. He goes out early in the morning to
amass that of which less is better than more, and when he has quenched
his thirst with putrid water and accumulated what has no benefit, he
sits among the people as a judge responsible for clarifying that which
has confounded others. If an ambiguous problem is brought before him,
he prepares a flimsy, baseless argument predicated on his own opinion
and then passes a decisive judgement based upon it. He is thus
entangled in a confusion of doubts, like a spider’s web, not knowing
whether he is right or wrong. If he is right, he still fears that he may
have erred and if he is wrong, he still hopes he was correct. He is but an
ignoramus stumbling in ignorance, a blind man traversing the darkness.
He does not sink his teeth firmly into knowledge. Rather, he quotes
traditions indiscriminately, just as the wind scatters chaff. The blood of
innocents cries out against his unjust verdicts, and the inheritance [that
was misappropriated by him] screams in protest to Allah, the Exalted.
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(341) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: One who exaggerates
in [his] disputation has sinned and one who falls short [in it] is

oppressed, and he who disputes [all the time] cannot be mindful of

Allah.
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(342) Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: If you want an
oppressor to take an oath, make him swear that he dissociates from the
might and power of Allah, because if he swears in this way and lies his
punishment will be hastened, but if he swears by Allah, other than
Whom there is no god, he will not be punished quickly, since he would
have stated that Allah, the Exalted, is one.
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(343) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said in his final testament:
Never relate anything except from a reliable person, lest you become a
liar.
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(344) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: The Messenger of Allah
(s) said to me, “I do not fear for my nation from a believer or a
polytheist; [rather, I fear for them regarding the evils of the hypocrites

”

among them]
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(345) ¢Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Be open-handed but do
not be wasteful, and be thrifty but do not be niggardly.
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(346) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Do not be ashamed of
giving little, for not giving at all is even less than that.
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(347) <Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Generosity is that
which one initiates [himself], for that which one gives after being asked
is [only a result of] shame and embarrassment.
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(348) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, passed by a cesspit so he said:
This is [the remains of] what the misers were stingy with.
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(349) He also said: Miserliness brings together all of the worst vices and
it is the bridle by which one is led towards every evil.
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(350) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was asked about the statement
of the Prophet (s), “Change your grey hair [by dyeing it] and do not
resemble the Jews.” So he (a) said, “That was only applicable when the
religion had a few adherents. However, now that the borders of Islam
have expanded, every man has a choice in it [and may decide whether
to dye his hair or not].”
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(351) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was [once] told, “If only you
would change your grey hair, O Amir al-Muminin.” So he (a) said,
“Dyeing [hair] is a form of adornment, while we are a bereaved people.”
(He meant their bereavement due to the loss of the Prophet (s)).

(352) “Ali (a) was seen wearing an old, worn-out garment, so someone

spoke to him about it, so he said: By it the heart becomes submissive [to
Allah] and the soul remains humble.
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(353) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Prophet (s)

said: Wear rings of carnelian (‘aqig), for indeed grief will not afflict
anyone among you as long as it is worn by him.
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(354) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said], “Chess is the gambling
[game] of the non-Arabs.” And it is reported that he (a) once passed by

a group of people playing chess, so he said, “What are these statues to
which you are so inclined?”"
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7 Quoting Q21:52.
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(355) “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Beware of granting
authority [to your base] desires."®
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(356) ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Sometimes the one who
can see misses his target, while the blind one reaches his proper goal.
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(357) <Ali (a) said to one of his companions [who had taken ill]: Allah has
made this ailment of yours a means of atonement for your sins, for
verily illness in itself does not bring reward; however, it expiates the
sins and strips them off like leaves [fall off from trees]. Reward is only

attained by speaking good words and performing good deeds with one’s
hands and feet.
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'8 Meaning, do not let your judgments be made based on your desires and inclinations.
Rather, keep your intellect as the yardstick by which to judge between right and wrong.
(Tr.)



SAYINGS OF AMIR AL-MU°MININ (A)

(358) ‘Ali (a) went to visit Sa‘sa‘ah ibn Sawhan when he was sick, and
said to him, “By Allah, I have not known you to be anything but
abstemious [in your life] and supportive [of your brothers in faith].” So
Sa‘sa‘ah said, “And you, O Amir al-Mu’minin, verily you consider Allah
as the greatest, and you are indeed merciful to the believers, and you
are most knowledgeable of the Book of Allah.” Then, when he (a) stood
up to leave, he said, “O Sa‘sa‘ah, do not take my visiting you to be a
reason to boast to your people, for verily Allah does not love any arrogant,
boastful one (Q31:18).” And it is narrated [that he said], “And do not take
it as something to be proud of among your people that a member of the

Prophet’s household visited you.”
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(359) “Ali (a) passed by the marketplace in Kiifah holding a whip, and he
was saying, “O traders, take rightfully and give what is rightfully due,
you will remain safe [thereby]. And do not reject [even] a little of the

rights [of others] lest you be deprived of a lot [as a consequence]. Wealth
is not withheld from truth but that it is lost in falsehood manyfold.”
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(360) “Ali (a) said: Verily wealth and children are the tillage of [the life

of] this world, whereas good deeds are the tillage of the Hereafter, and
Allah may gather both of these for certain groups.
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(361) “Ali (a) said regarding End Times: It will be a time when the strike
of a sword will be easier for a believer than acquiring a single dirham by
lawful means.
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(362) He [also] said: Poverty is the great death.”
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(363) And he (a) said: [Allah says:] O son of Adam, whatever you earn
beyond your needs, then [know that] you are but holding it for others.
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(364) He [also] said: Whoever approaches a rich person and humbles
himself before him due to his wealth, two-thirds of his faith is lost.
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(365) And he (a) said: When you become penniless then do business with

Allah through charity.
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(366) And he said: I am the chief of the believers while wealth is the chief

of the wicked. (Meaning, they seek out wealth and are not concerned
with religion).

1 This is most likely referring to poverty of morals, or spiritual poverty, which is worse
than death. (Tr.)
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(367) “Ali (a) said to his son Ibn al-Hanafiyyah, “O my son, I fear for you
concerning poverty, so seek refuge with Allah from it, for indeed

poverty is [a cause of] deficiency in faith, perplexity of the mind, and
fostering of hatred.”
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(368) He (a) also said: Verily Allah has ordained the provisions of the
poor in the wealth of the rich, so no poor person goes hungry but by

[the withholding of] what the rich have been granted, and Allah will

question them about this.
s 5 Sally aall & Colaal e 5 (YF99)

(369) He (a) said: Chastity is the adornment of poverty, and gratitude is
the adornment of affluence.
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(370) And he (a) said: How good is the humility of the affluent towards
the poor in order to attain that which is with Allah! And how good is the
pride of the poor in front of the affluent out of [their] trust in Allah.
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(371) He (a) said: Whoever dies out of weariness from earning a lawful
livelihood dies while Allah is pleased with him.
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(372) “Ali (a) stopped by a date-seller and found a servant-girl crying
there, so he asked her, “Why are you crying?” She replied, “He sold
these dates to me for a dirham, but my master rejected them, now he
refuses to take them back from me.” He said [to the seller], “Give her
back her dirham and take back your dates, for she is but a servant and
has no authority.” So the date-seller [initially] refused, but then he came
to know that he was Amir al-Muminin, so he poured the dates [back]
and returned her dirham, saying, “Accept [my apology] from me, O Amir
al-Mwminin.” He said, “T accept it if you [promise to] fulfil the rights of
the Muslims.”
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(373) “Ali (a) used to pass by the marketplace and address the traders

saying to them, “Be kind; reduce the prices for the Muslims, for indeed
that brings greater blessings [for you].”
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(374) “Ali (a) said regarding the Ansar: By Allah, they nurtured Islam

with their wealth by their generous hands and eloquent tongues just as
a year-old calf is nurtured.
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(375) ‘Al (a) said: Any time a person makes a joke [that is inappropriate],
he parts with a portion of his intellect.
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(376) And he said: Beware of recalling any speech that was funny, even
if you relate it from someone else.”
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(377) “Ali (a) stood upon the pulpit of the Messenger of Allah (s) and said,
“May my parents be sacrificed for you, O Messenger of Allah! By Allah,
distress is indeed frowned upon except if it is over you; and patience is
a beautiful virtue except in the matter of [losing] you, and verily the
affliction [we suffer] by your loss is the greatest, whereas [the

”

hardships] before you and after you are insignificant [in comparison]
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(378) ‘Al (a) said: The servant should fear his Lord, admonish himself,

repent for his sins, and subdue his desire, for verily his death is hidden
from him, his aspirations deceive him, and Satan is always close to him,

 This is in reference to something funny about another person, whether it was their
error in speech or any other attribute that would cause others to laugh at them. (Tr.)
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beautifying sin for him so that he commits it, and assuring him of future
[opportunities for] repentance so that he delays it. Until when his death
sets upon him, he is in the most negligent state.
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(379) He, may Allah be pleased with him, also said: Indeed the Messenger
of Allah (s) left this world while his head was on my chest and his hand
was placed in my palm,” so I wiped it over my face. I was put in charge
of washing him (s), and the angels helped me. A host [of angels] would

descend as another ascended. Their faint sounds never left my ears, as
they invoked Allah’s blessings on him, until we interred him in his tomb.
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(380) And he (a) said: They were a group from the people of this world
yet were not its people, since they lived in it as those who are not from
it. They would see the people of this world attaching importance to the

death of their bodies while they gave greater importance to the death
of the hearts of the living among them.
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! In Nahj al-Balaghah, sermon 197, this phrase reads: his last breath was felt on my palm...
(Tr.)
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(381) He (a) said: Whoever strikes his hand on his thigh in times of
hardship, his reward is nullified.
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(382) Asm2’ bint ‘Umays said: I was with ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a) after he
had been struck by Ibn Muljam, when he uttered a single cry and then
fell unconscious. He later gained consciousness and said, “Welcome,
welcome! All praise be to Allah Who fulfilled His promise to us, and
made us heirs of Paradise!” Someone asked him, “What do you see?” He
said, “Here is the Messenger of Allah, and my brother Ja‘far, and my
uncle Hamzah. And the doors of the heavens have been opened, and the
angels are descending, they are greeting me and giving me glad tidings.
And here is Fatimah surrounded by her select handmaidens among the
houris. And here are my houses in Paradise. It is for the likes of this that
everyone should strive (Q37:61)!”
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(383) Ali (a) [said]: By the One who split the seed and created the human
being, removing mountains is easier than the removal of a ruler who
has been granted respite [for a given period by the Almighty].
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(384) “Ali (a) said: Verily the worst of people [in the sight of Allah] is the
unjust leader who has gone astray and leads others astray. He abolishes
the practiced sunnah and revives forsaken innovations. Indeed, I heard
the Messenger of Allah (s) saying, “On the Day of Judgement the unjust
leader will be brought, with neither any supporter nor anyone to
advance excuses on his behalf, and he will be thrown into the fire of Hell

where he will turn as the hand-mill turns, then he will be confined to
its depths.”
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(385) Ibn ‘Abbas said: I visited ‘Ali (a) at Dhi Qar while he was repairing
his [worn out] sandal, so he asked me, “What is the value of this sandal?”
I replied, “It has no value to speak of.” He said, “By Allah, it is more

beloved to me than sovereignty over you, except in order that I may
establish a law from the commandments of Allah or deter a falsehood.”
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(386) And he (a) said to al-Ashtar when appointing him as the governor
of Egypt, “When the position of authority that you are in engenders in
you arrogance or self-conceit, then look at the grandeur of Allah’s
dominion over you, and His power to control for you what you have no
power to control yourself. This will curb some of your defiance, curtail
some of your temper, and restore to you what had departed from you of
your intellect! Let the furthest of your subjects from you and the most
despised by you be those who most keenly seek out the faults of people,
for people do have faults that the ruler, more than anyone else, should
conceal. So never disclose those of them that are hidden from you, since
your duty is only to correct what is apparent to you, while Allah will
judge what is hidden from you. Conceal the flaws [of others] as much as
you can, [and] Allah will conceal that which you would like to be hidden
from your subjects. You must keep an eye on the cultivation of the land
more than on the collection of revenue, because revenue cannot be had
without cultivation, and whoever asks for revenue without cultivation
ruins the lands and brings death to the people. His rule will then not last
but for a short while.”
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(387) It is reported from him (a) that some villagers of al-Anbar once
met him [on the way to Syria], so they got down from their mounts and
rushed quickly in front of him. He asked, “What is this action of yours?”
They replied, “It is our custom by which we show respect to our rulers.”
So he (a) said, “By Allah, you do no good whatsoever to your rulers by
this [action]; rather, you only put yourself in hardship thereby and will
become wretched because of it in the Hereafter. And how unfortunate
is that exertion that is followed by punishment! And how beneficial is
the ease with which there is security from the Fire!”
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(388) He (a) also said: The king’s courtier is like a person riding on a lion
- people are envious of his status while he is more aware of his own

[dangerous] position.
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(389) “Ali (a) said: The right of the ruler over the people and the right of
the people over the ruler is an obligation which Allah has placed for

each over each. He has made it a means for their [mutual] affection and
an honour for their religion. Therefore, the people cannot be reformed
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except by the rectitude of the rulers, and the rulers cannot be reformed
except by the steadfastness of the people. If the people give the ruler
his due right and the ruler fulfils their rights, then rights get honoured
among them, the ways of religion are upheld, the signposts of justice
are erected, and the sunan are rightly acted upon. Thus the era [in which
they live] improves, there is hope in the continuity of the government,
and the aspirations of the enemies are frustrated. But if the ruled masses
prevail over their ruler, or the ruler tyrannizes his people, that is when
differences arise, signs of oppression appear, more corruption enters
into the religion, and the clear ways of the sunnah are forsaken. Then
there shall be no qualms or fear in disregarding even the greatest of
rights, or in committing the gravest wrongs! It is then that the virtuous
shall be humiliated while the wicked are honoured.
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(390) “Ali (a) said: Fir‘awn was granted respite despite his false claim [of
divinity] only because of his leniency in granting audience [to others]
and his sharing of food.
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(391) <Ali (a) was asked about the tongue so he said: It is a gauge that is
made light by ignorance and given weight by the intellect.
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(392) “Ali (a) said: The tongue is [like] a beast of prey, if left free it will
injure [you].
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(393) “Ali (a) said: His speech is only an action from Himself, He
originated it and it never existed before that, for if it had been pre-
eternal, it would have been a second deity.
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(394) Ali (a) reported that the Prophet (s) said: Do not take a foolish or
weak-sighted woman as a wet-nurse [for your child], for verily milk is a

means of transmission.*
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(395) He (a) also said: The holy struggle (jihad) of a woman is being a
good wife to her husband.
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(396) He (a) said: The best traits of women are the worst traits of men:
vanity, cowardice and miserliness. When a woman is vain, she will not
allow anyone [other than her husband] access to herself. When she is
miserly, she will preserve her own property and the property of her
husband. And when she is faint-hearted, she will be fearful [and
cautious] of everything that is presented before her.
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> Meaning that milk can transmit the negative traits of the wet-nurse onto the child
that she breastfeeds. (Tr.)



SAYINGS OF AMIR AL-MU°MININ (A)

Lo T3S 4l sl ysudl g S s olS7 51l on LS catal il
i35 oo sie gl (g S o Ll Ty 5 1D o g 15358 gl

(397) He (a) was with some of his companions when a beautiful woman
passed by them and they (a group of young men) began to stare at her,
so he (a) said, “Verily the eyes of these youth are covetous and that is
the cause of their prurience. Whenever anyone of you sees a woman
who looks appealing to him, he should go to his wife because she is only
a woman just like his wife.” Then one of the Khawarij said, “May Allah
kill this heretic! How learned he is!” So they leapt towards him to kill
him, but he (a) told them, “Hold on! Verbal abuse should only be
countered verbally, or [better yet,] one could pardon the offence.”
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(398) He (a) also said: A righteous woman is not of this world; rather, she

is of the Hereafter. That is because she keeps you unoccupied [so that
you may work] for it.
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(399) “Ali (a) said: The best of your women are those who are chaste, and
lust only for their husbands.
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(400) ‘Ali (a) said: Never be among those who do not benefit from
admonishment unless you inflict pain on them, for indeed the

intelligent one is admonished by discipline whereas beasts learn only
by beating.
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(401) “Ali (a) said in his final testament, “O my son, make yourself the
gauge in your interactions with others: do good [to others] just as you
would like good to be done to you; regard as deplorable from yourself

what you consider deplorable from others; and accept from people what
you find acceptable for them from yourself.”
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(402) <Ali (a) reported that the Prophet (s) said, “Allah, the Exalted, said:
Never let the sins of people delude you from your own sins, nor the

blessings of people from your own blessings; and never make people
lose hope in the mercy of Allah while you hope for it yourself.”
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(403) Ali (a) [said]: Beware of the slipping away of blessings, for not
everything that departs comes back.
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(404) He (a) said: When the edges of blessings reach you, then do not
repel their peaks by lack of gratitude.
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(405) He (a) also said: When you see your brother continuously
conferring favours upon you, then be wary of him.”
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(406) ‘Al (a) said: The least that you must do for Allah is ensure that you
do not use His blessings as a means of disobeying [and sinning against]
Him.
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(407) Ali (a) said: Whoever prolongs his gratitude attains increase [of
blessings] thereby.
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(408) “Ali (a) said: Verily loyalty is the twin of truthfulness, and I do not
know of a shield that is more protective than it. One who knows how he
will return [to Allah] would never be treacherous. Yet we are now in an
era where most people consider betrayal as sagacity, and the ignorant
folk attribute to them excellent strategy. What is the matter with them?
May Allah destroy them! One who is aware of the vicissitudes and

vagaries of life may see the means of subterfuge but is prevented from
it by the commands and prohibitions of Allah, so he disregards it while

? The other, more commonly narrated tradition reads: When you see your Lord sending
continuous blessings upon you, then be careful. (Tr.)
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having seen it, despite being capable of [employing] it, while he who has
no qualms in [defying] the religion seizes the opportunity.

Do ade coabie VI ae o il ian Calae Lo ta i, M Lo (F49)

(409) “Ali (a) said: The blessing of Allah upon a servant does not become
great but that his responsibility to provide for the people [likewise]
increases. So whoever refuses to bear that responsibility to provide for
the people puts that blessing at risk of loss.
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(410) “Ali (a) said: When you are frightened of something then enter into
it, for indeed the difficulty of safeguarding yourself from it is greater
than what you fear from it.
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(411) And €Al (a) said about them (the lay mobs), “They are those who
cause harm when they assemble together but bring benefit when they
disperse.” He was asked, “We have understood the harm of their
assemblies but what is the benefit of their dispersal?” [So he replied,]
“The people return to their occupations so people get benefit from
them; like the return of the mason to his building site, the weaver to his
loom, and the baker to his bakery.”
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(412) In his final testament, ‘Ali (a) said: Entrust all your affairs to your

Lord, for in doing so you will be entrusting yourself to a secure cavern
and a mighty fortress.
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(413) And in it he (a) said: Know with certainty that you will never attain
your aspiration and will never surpass your appointed term. Indeed,
you are on the path of those who preceded you. So be calm in seeking
[your livelihood] and moderate in earning [it], for many a times

[inordinate] seeking has led to dispossession. Not every seeker is
provided [what he seeks], nor is every moderate one deprived.
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(414) And in it he (a) said: Despair could be an achievement when
coveting [something] leads to destruction.

LWL,.JC_&;T@@;M\ e s ol R e |5 (F10)
LS 3 Sldae bador b a8 Olwn p oy (55 (e 7 55 4 onds
b oLl e s b Ll Ly (6 2 oyt ke aels ¢ ay
Al Of e JUE ey Al ol b ety Bl el a3 5 Gyl

A LB L e slsp Vs ¢ pmall 8z Il G 1 s o e

(415) “Ali (a) was once entering the masjid and he said to a man, “Take
hold of my mule.” So the man removed its bridle and ran away with it.
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‘Ali (a) came out of the masjid with two dirhams in his hand, intending
to pay him [for taking care of his mule], only to find it stripped of the
bridle. So he rode on it and left. Then he gave his servant the two
dirhams in order to buy a bridle, and the servant found the [same] bridle
in the market being sold by the thief for two dirhams. So he bought it
for two dirhams. ¢Ali (a) said [upon learning of this], “Verily the servant
may deprive himself of lawful livelihood by abandoning patience, yet
nothing increases over what has been decreed for him.”
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(416) Al-‘Al2> ibn Ziyad said to ‘Al (a), “O Amir al-Muminin, I [wish to]
complain to you about my brother ‘Asim. He has worn a coarse cloak
and isolated himself from the world.” ‘Ali (a) asked for him to be
brought and then said to him, “O enemy of his own soul! Indeed, the vile
one has influenced you [and led you astray]! Have you no compassion
for your wife and children? Do you think Allah made the good things
lawful for you yet He dislikes you to benefit from them? You are easier
for Allah [to control] than that!” He said, “O Amir al-Mu’minin, you also
wear coarse clothes and eat dry [unsavory] food!” He replied, “Woe be
to you! I am not like you. Verily, Allah has made it obligatory on just
leaders that they should maintain themselves at the level of the weakest
of people, so that the poor does not feel disquieted by his poverty!”
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(417) And he (a) said: If you are able to ensure that there is no [other]
benefactor between you and Allah then do so, for you will indeed
acquire your share and get what is due to you. Verily little [that comes
to you] from Allah is loftier and greater than a lot [that you get] from
others. And the bitterness of despondency is better than begging from
people.
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(418) He (a) said: O son of Adam, do not let [the worry of] the day which
has not come upon you bear on the day which has already come upon

you, for indeed if it is from your lifetime, [then] Allah will grant your

sustenance in it.
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(419) “Ali (a) was asked, “If the door of a man’s house was sealed up and

he was abandoned there, where would his sustenance come from?” So
he said, “From the same place that his death comes.”
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(420) He (a) also said: Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (s) there is a
sufficient exemplar for you and a guidance for you about the
reprehensible nature of this world and its flaws, its numerous
ignominies and evils, since its sides were constrained for him, while its
peripheries were easily accessible for others. If you want, I will give you
a second example of Miisa, the Interlocutor of Allah (a), when he said:
My Lord! I am indeed in need of any good You may send down to me! (Q28:24).
By Allah, he did not ask Him for anything but bread to eat, because he
had been eating only the herbs of the earth, and the green color of the
herbs could be seen from the delicate skin of his belly due to his
emaciation and the attenuation of his flesh. If you want, I will give you
a third example of Dawiid (a), the possessor of the Psalms and the reciter
among the people of Paradise. He used to make baskets out of date palm
leaves with his own hands and would say to his companions, “Which of
you will help me to sell this?” And he would then eat barley bread [with
what he earned] from its price. If you want, I will tell you about Isa son
of Maryam (a). He would use a stone for his pillow, wear coarse clothes
and eat insipid food. His condiment was hunger, his lamp in the night
was the moon, and his fruits and flowers consisted of what grows on the
earth for livestock. He had neither a wife to allure him, nor a son to give
him grief, nor wealth to distract him, nor greed to disgrace him. His two
feet were his conveyance and his two hands his servant! Therefore,
follow the example of your Prophet; the world was offered to him but
he refused to accept it. When he knew that Allah hated a thing, he too
hated it; [or] that Allah took a thing to be trivial, he too regarded it as
trivial. If there was nothing in us but love for what Allah hates and
esteem for what Allah deems insignificant, that would be enough of a
defiance of Allah and a transgression against His command.

He (s) used to eat on the ground and sat like a slave. He mended his shoes
with his own hands and patched his clothes himself. He rode on an
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unsaddled donkey and allowed another to ride with him. There was a
curtain on his door and when he saw the pictures on it, he said [to one
of his wives], “O so-and-so! Take it out of my sight because when I look
at it, I recall the world and its allurements.” Thus, he turned his heart
away from this world, purged its recollection from his mind, and liked
its allurements to remain hidden from his sight. Certainly there was in
the Messenger of Allah (s) that which apprises you of its evils and its
flaws, when he remained hungry in it along with his dearest ones. So let
the observer observe intently: did Allah honour Muhammad as a result
of this or disgrace him? If he says that Allah disgraced him, he has
certainly lied - by Allah, the Almighty - and if he says Allah honoured
him, he should know that Allah disgraced the others when He extended
the world to them while keeping it away from the closest of all people
to Him. He (s) left this world hungry but arrived in the Hereafter
completely sound. He did not lay brick upon brick [to build a permanent
house in this world]. So how great was Allah’s favour upon us when He

blessed us with him as a precedent for us to follow and a leader to walk
behind!

By Allah, I have patched this tunic of mine so many times that I feel
ashamed of its tailor. Someone said to me, “Why don’t you discard it?”
so I said, “Leave me, for only in the morning do people praise the night
travelers.”
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(421) “Ali (a) said: If you wish, you can speak about the locust [as well].
He created for it two red eyes, lighted for it two moon-like pupils, made
for it hidden ears, opened for it a symmetrical mouth and gave it keen
senses. He gave it two sharp teeth with which to bite off [foliage] and
two sickle-like legs with which to grip. The farmers are afraid of it in
relation to their crops, and they cannot drive it away even if they rally
together and join forces. Until it enters the tillage in its swarm and
satisfies its desires [of hunger] from it, even though the entire length of
its body does not [even] equal a thin finger.
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(422) <Al (a) said: Do you not observe the smallest of what Allah created,
how He has perfected its creation and made faultless its composition?
He gave it hearing and sight and fashioned for it bones and skin. Look at
the ant with its small body and delicate form. It can hardly be seen from
the corner of the eye, nor can it be comprehended by reflection - how

it moves on the earth and rushes upon its sustenance. It carries the
grain to its nest and deposits it in its place of storage. It collects during
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the heat for the cold, and during its arrival for its return. The All-
Benevolent does not neglect it and the All-Requiter does not deprive it,
even though it may be in a smooth, dry stone or a hard, solid rock! If
you think about its digestive tracts, its upper and lower [body] parts,
what is inside the cavity of the edges of its abdomen, and its head with
its eyes and ears, you would be amazed at its creation and you would
experience difficulty in describing it! Exalted is He who made it stand
on its legs and erected it on its [bodily] pillars. No [other] originator
participated in its origination with Him and no able one assisted Him in
its creation.



Sayings of Other Infallibles
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(1) Al-Masih [Isa ibn Maryam] (a) said: I am the one who turned over
this world on its face [and drove it away from myself]; for I have neither
a spouse who might die, nor a house that might be destroyed.
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(2) “Ali ibn al-Husayn al-Sajjad (a) said: This world is slumber, and the
Hereafter is awakening, and we are jumbled between the two.
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(3) ¢Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) said: It is from the insignificance of this world
in the sight of Allah that Yahya ibn Zakariyya’s head was gifted to one
of the harlots of the Bani Isra’1l, in a golden tray. In this is a solace of
every honourable freeman who sees a vile person achieving a
tremendous share of this world, just as that sinful woman got that great
gift.
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(4) Isa (a) said: Who [among you] would build a house next to the waves
of the sea? That is the reality of your world, so do not take it as a
permanent abode.
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(5) Isa (a) said: Verily I see this world in the form of an old woman, with
no front-teeth, wearing every kind of jewelry. She is asked, “How many
did you wed?” She replies, “Too many to count!” She is asked, “Did they
die or divorce you?” She says, “Rather, I killed them all.” She is then
told, “Wretched are your remaining spouses - how could they not take

a lesson from [what you did to] your previous spouses; how could they
not be cautious of you?!”
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(6) Al-Hasan ibn °Ali (a) would frequently recite:

0 people of worldly pleasures, that do not last,
Verily being deluded by a passing shadow is foolishness.
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(7) Isa (a) said: O you who seeks this world so as to do good thereby,
your abandoning it is more virtuous [than any other deed done with it].
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(8) He (a) also said: It is from the vileness of this world that Allah is
disobeyed in it, and that the Hereafter cannot be attained except by
abandoning it.
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(9) Muhammad ibn ‘Ali [al-Bagir], may Allah be pleased with them both,
said: Never did a wind blow in the night or day but that the Messenger
of Allah (s) would stand and then sit down, and he would say, “O Allah,
if You are angry this day on anyone among Your creatures, and have
sent this wind as a punishment for him, then do not destroy us along
with those who are destroyed [thereby]. And if you have sent it as a
mercy, then bless us with it.” Then, when the first drops of rain would
fall, he would say, “Praise be to You O Lord! The wrath has gone and the
mercy has descended.”
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(10) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [al-Sadiq (a)] was asked, “Why do people

become insatiable and ravenous for food during times of [financial crisis
and] high costs of living?” He said, “Because they are the children of the
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land, so when it is struck with famine, they are also struck with [moral]
famine, and when it is fertile and thrives, they too thrive.”
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(11) [Hartn] al-Rashid used to tell Miisa al-Kazim ibn Ja‘far (a), “O Aba
al-Hasan, take Fadak [from me], as I wish to return it to you.” But he
would refuse, until [one time] he insisted upon it. So he (a) said, “T will
not take it back unless you give me all of it, from boundary to
boundary.” He asked, “And what are its boundaries?” He said, “O Amir
al-Muw’minin,” if  were to mention its boundaries, you would not return
it to me.” He said, “By the right of your grandfather, I will surely do so!”
He said, “As for its first boundary, it is Aden.” So al-Rashid’s face
changed, then he said, “Go on.” He said, “The second boundary is
Samarqand.” So his face became dull. Then he (a) said, “Its third
boundary is Ifrigiya.” So his face turned black. He said, “Go on.” “Its
fourth boundary is Sayf al-Bahr, right next to al-Khazar and Armenia,”

*If the Imam did use this title, it was only out of tagiyyah since not doing so would cause
harm to himself and possibly his family or followers as well. (Tr.)
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he said. Al-Rashid retorted, “Then nothing will remain for us to rule
over!” Misa (a) said, “Did I not tell you that if you knew its boundaries
you would not return it to me?” It was then that al-Rashid decided to
kill him, and he gave the task to Yahya ibn Khalid. [When he had
poisoned him,] he (a) showed him a boil that had appeared on his palm
and said, “This is a sign of our household that has appeared on me, and
I shall soon die for you have carried out what you were tasked with
against me.” So Yahya left him and he passed away after a few days.
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(12) Niih (a) used to live in a tent of fur for one thousand four hundred
years, and whenever he was told, “O Messenger of Allah, why don’t you
take a house of bricks for yourself?” he would reply, “I will die tomorrow
and leave it behind.” Thus he continued living in it until he left this
world.
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(13) ¢Ali ibn al-Husayn [(a) said]: The Messenger of Allah (s) was in i‘tikaf
when Safiyyah came and spoke to him, and when she left, he (s) stood
up and walked with her. Two men from the Ansar passed by and greeted
him and then continued on their way. He called them both and said,

“Verily this is [my wife] Safiyyah bint Huyay.” They said, “O Messenger
of Allah, would we ever think anything but positive thoughts about
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you?” He (s) said, “Verily Satan flows through the children of Adam like
blood, and I feared for the two of you.”
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(14) Muhammad ibn ¢Ali al-Bagqir (a) said, “Do any of you put his hand in
his companion’s shirt pocket and take whatever money he needs?” They
said, “No.” “Then you are not [truly] brothers,” he said.
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(15) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [(a) said]: Companionship for twenty days [or
more] is [like] kinship.
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(16) Whenever Ibrahim (a) used to recall any of his lapses, he would
faint, and his agitation could be heard, [even] from a distance. Jibra’il
said to him, “O friend of Allah, your Friend sends you salutations and

says: Have you ever seen a friend being afraid of his friend?” So he said,
“0Jibra’il, whenever I recall alapse, I forget my friendship [with Allah].”
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(17) Dawid (a) [prayed]: O Allah, I seek Your refuge from wealth that is

a cause of trial for me, from a child that acts as a lord over me, and from
a wife that makes me age before my old age. And I seek refuge with You
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from a neighbour whose eyes stare at me and his ears listen closely to
me - whenever he sees good [from me], he conceals it but whenever he
hears evil, he rushes to tell others of it.
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(18) “Isa (a) [said]: Endear yourself to Allah by hating the people of sin,

seek His proximity by distancing yourself from them, and solicit His
pleasure by their anger [with you].
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(19) Masa (a) said in his private communication [with Allah], “O Lord,
why do you grant sustenance to the fool and deprive the intelligent
one?” So He replied, “So that the intelligent person may know that there
is no stratagem that can be employed through cunning in [order to

acquire] sustenance.”
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(20) Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali instructed that one of his neighbours be given two
thousand dirhams, so he said, “May Allah reward you plentifully, O son

of the Messenger of Allah.” He (a) responded, “I do not see you having
left out anything in your guerdon to us [through this supplication].”
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(21) 4Isa (a) said: I treated the blind and the lepers and cured them [with
Allah’s permission], but when I tried to treat the fool, he wore me out
[and could not be cured].
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(22) Adam (a) said to his sons: For every action you wish to undertake,
pause first for a moment [and think it through], for indeed if I had
paused [that way], what befell me would not have befallen me.
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(23) A man asked Ja‘“far ibn Muhammad (a), “What is the proof for [the
existence of] Allah? And do not mention this world or [the argument
about] accident and essence to me.” So he said, “Have you ever
embarked on a sea voyage?” “Yes,” replied the man. “Did the wind ever
blow so strongly that you feared you would drown?” “Yes,” he replied.
“Did you lose hope in the ship and the sailors at that point?” “Yes,” he
said. “Did your soul feel that there was someone who could still save
you?” “Yes,” he said. He (a) said, “Verily that is Allah. Allah, the Exalted,
says: Misguided are those who call upon anyone but Him (Q17:67); and when
hardship befalls you, it is to Him that you cry out for help (Q16:53).”
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(24) Dawid (a) said, “My Lord, treat my son Sulayman the way You have
treated me.” So He revealed to him, “O Dawid, tell your son Sulayman
to be with Me the way you have been, so that I may treat him the way I
have treated you.”
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(25) Isa (a) said, “Those who commit grave sins and those who commit
small sins are alike.” He was asked, “How?” He said, “The audacity [to
sin] is one and the same, and one who does not refrain from stealing
little would not refrain from stealing much.”
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(26) Zayd, the brother of ‘Ali ibn Misa al-Rida (a) perpetrated a crime,
so he said to him, “O Zayd, perhaps you are pleased by the statement of
the people of Dar al-Bittikh in Kiifah, ‘Verily Fatimah guarded her
chastity so Allah made her progeny forbidden to the Fire.” Do you know
whom that is for? It is only for al-Hasan and al-Husayn. By Allah, O Zayd,
if they enter Paradise by their obedience and purity while you enter it
with your sinfulness, then you would surely be better than them both!”
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(27) Dawad (a) was once sitting at the door of his house when a man
came to him and acted insolently towards him, so one of the Israelites
who was with him got angry. He said [to the man], “Do not get angry,
for verily Allah only gave him authority over me due to a misdeed I had
committed.”” Then he entered [his prayer niche] and repented to his
Lord, so the same man came to him and kissed his feet, apologizing to
him [for his earlier behavior].
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(28) Jibra’il (a) heard Ibrahim, the friend of the Most Merciful, saying,
“O Most Generous in Forgiveness!” So he asked, “Do you know, O
Ibrahim, what is His generosity in forgiveness?” He said, “No, O Jibra’il.”
He said, “If He forgives a misdeed, He records it as a good deed.”
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(29) When Yunus (a) came out from the belly of the whale, his silence
was long, so someone asked him, “Will you not speak!?” So he said,
“Verily it was speech that led me into the belly of the whale [in the first
place].”

» Since Prophets are infallible, the misdeed being referred to here must have been
abandoning a better course of action (tark al-awla). (Tr.)
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(30) When Allah, the Exalted, told Nih (a): I admonish you lest you should

be among the ignorant (Q11:46), Nih said, “I felt ashamed of my Lord and
bowed my head for forty years out of shame due to that statement.”
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(31) Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn [(a) said]: The Messenger of Allah
(s) never turned away anyone who asked him for something that he
possessed, nor was he ever pressured by a sense of embarrassment to
give away anything else [that was not his to give]. Someone even asked
him for some spun animal hair which was from the booty of war (fay?)
saying, “O Messenger of Allah, I have taken this in order to stitch with
it a packsaddle for my camel.” So he said, “As for my share of it, it is
yours [but you may not take anything more].” So the man threw it back
into the pile.
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(32) During the time of [Prophet] Dawiid (a), a chain, hanging from the
sky, dangled next to the rock that was placed at the center of Bayt al-
Magqdis. The people used to litigate against each other besides it, and
whoever extended his hand towards it would be able to catch hold of it
if he was truthful, but the liar would not be able to catch it. This
continued until a ruse was devised among them wherein a man gave
another man his gemstone, and he hid it in his walking stick. Then the
man who had given it to him asked him to give it back, so they began to
[pretend to] argue about it, and then they sought judgment in the same
way. The plaintiff said, “If I am truthful, let the chain come closer to
me,” then he touched it [thereby proving his veracity]. The defendant
then gave him his walking stick and said, “O Allah, if You know that I
have returned the gemstone to the man, then let the chain come closer
to me.” Then he touched it [thereby showing that he too was truthful].
The people said [when they saw this], “The chain has treated the
oppressor and the oppressed alike.” Thus the chain was raised back due
to the evil ruse [of the people].
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(33) Tsa (a) [said]: Abstemiousness consists of three [facets]: speech,
silence, and observation. Whoever speaks of anything other than the
remembrance of Allah has only made futile utterances; whoever
remains silent without contemplation has only been unmindful; and
whoever observes something without taking lesson from it has only
been heedless.
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(34) Whenever Dawiid (a) remembered the punishment of Allah, his
limbs would get dislocated [out of intense fear] and nothing would hold
them in place except a [tight] bandage. But when he recalled the mercy
of Allah, his limbs would return back to their [original] position.
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(35) Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali (a) reported from the Noble Prophet (s) [who said]:
Verily a man may attain the status of a worshipper who fasts [in the day]
and prays [in the night] through his good character, and indeed he may
be recorded as a tyrant while he has no authority over anyone but his
family [if he mistreats them].

e Lald e T o iy (e Sy T3 A tadl cdsts 1 sl JUS (F9)
e &gl Laay d SV cp e oy ol Jid e ILus S 00 31 Y
1JUS gl by s iels ol ol UGTiJU Sl o ol el el
i ol e i gma g bl s Yt bize 8115 Jearl il §L 2 Gl

e I ol o Ve s Jo by cillail . ol 5 Ylos
(36) A Syrian man said: I entered Madinah and saw a man riding a mule.
He wore the most beautiful clothes and rode the most elegant mount,
so I asked about him and was told that he is al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali. Hatred for
him filled my heart, and I approached him and said, “Are you the son of
Abii Talib?” He said, “I am his grandson.” “Then I curse you and your

father!” I said. He said, “I think you are a stranger here [right]?” “Yes,”
I replied. He said, “We have a spacious house, and provisions you might
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need, and wealth that we can assist you with [if you wish].” So I departed
while there was no one on the face of the earth more beloved to me than
him.
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(37) Isa (a) said: To distance yourself from the wrath of Allah, do not get
angry [on others].

it 13 Al caié o Al OS5 b o 3T sl e e (FA)

(38) Ali ibn al-Husayn [(a) said]: The closest a servant gets to the wrath
of Allah is when he gets angry [on others].
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(39) When Sulayman (a) became a young man, Dawad (a) asked him

about that which is more harmful than burning coals, so he said:
[Levelling a] false accusation while enraged.

(40) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [(a) said]: Anger is the key to every evil.
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(41) Sulayman ibn Dawid (a) said to his son: Beware of the anger of a
tyrant king, for verily his anger is like the anger of the Angel of Death.
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(42) Isa (a) would not pass by any crowd of Israelites but that they
would make him hear evil [words and rebuke], while he made them hear
good words [in response]. When Sham‘in asked him about this, he said,
“Every person gives [only] what he has with him.”
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(43) Isa (a) said: The servant will not attain true faith until he stops
desiring praise for worshipping Allah, the Almighty.
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(44) Ja‘far al-Sadiq [(a) said]: By Allah, Allah has manifested Himself to
His creation in His words, but they have not seen Him.
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(45) Whenever al-Hasan ibn Ali (a) would complete his wud@’, his color

would change. Someone asked him about it so he said, “It behoves one
who wishes to stand before the Lord of the Throne that his color

”

changes [out of awe for Him]
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(46) Al-Hasan [(a) said]: There was none in this ummah more devoted in
worship than Fatimah. She would stand [in prayer] until her feet got
swollen.

T G Il 3 B I Tl S 3,5 e 1 e (FY)



BT SELECTIONS FROM RABI AL-ABRAR

(47) “Isa (a) [said]: Whoever turns away a beggar disappointed [from his
door], the angels will not come over that house for seven days.
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(48) Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali (a) [said]: People are slaves to wealth, and
religion is only on their tongues [not in their hearts]. They adhere to it

as long as their lives are comfortable, but when they are tested with

trials, only a few remain religious.
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(49) ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas [reported]: Al-Hasan and al-Husayn fell ill
when they were children, so the Messenger of Allah (s) visited them
along with Aba Bakr and ‘Umar. ‘Umar said, “O Aba al-Hasan, what if
you made a vow regarding something you would do if your sons
regained their health.” So he said, “I [vow that I] shall fast for three days
in gratitude to Allah.” And Fatimah said the same thing. The two young
boys said, “We too shall fast out of gratitude.” And their servant Fiddah
also made the same vow. Allah granted them well-being, so they all
fasted. They did not have any food, so ‘Ali (a) went to his neighbour,
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who was a Jew named Sham‘tin, and took some woolen fleece from him
which Fatimah spun for him in return for three small sacks™ of barley.
But when time came for them to open their fast, a beggar came so they
selflessly gave away the food to him and remained hungry for the nights
of their fasts. That is when the verse: And they give food, out of love for
Him... (Q76:8) was revealed about them.
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(50) Al-Husayn ibn “Ali (a) was seen circumambulating the Ka‘bah, then
he went to the Magam [of Ibrahim] and offered prayers. Then he placed
his cheek on the Maqam and began weeping as he said, “Your servant is
at Your door! Your supplicant is at Your door! Your beggar is at Your
door!” He said this repeatedly [for a while], and then left. He passed by
some beggars who were eating some scraps of bread they had, and they
greeted him and invited him to join them. He sat with them and said, “If
this had not been from charity, I would have partaken of it with you.”
Then he said, “Stand up and come with me to my home.” So he fed them,
and clothed them, and then instructed that they be given some money
[as well].

*¢ Each weighing one sa¢, which is equal to about three kilos. (Tr.)
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(51) [The blessed body of] ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) was washed and they
saw some thick, dry skin on his back but did not know what it was. A
servant of his said: He used to carry food on his back at night to the

houses of the poor, and when I told him, “Allow me to assist you,” he
said, “I would not like anyone else to undertake this for me.”
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(52) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (a) was asked, “There is a man who has some

need which he feels he might miss [if he prays]; can he lighten his

prayer?””” He replied, “Does he not know that his need is fulfilled by the
One he is praying to?”
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(53) Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, [said]: Verily I

would feel ashamed of my Lord if I met Him without having walked to

His House. So he walked from Madinah to Makkah [for hajj] twenty
times.
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77 Lightening the prayer means offering it quickly, without all the recommended
actions, and only with that which is obligatory. (Tr.)
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(54) ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) heard a man backbiting, so he said: Woe be to
you! Beware of backbiting for indeed it is the food of the hounds of Hell.
Whoever refrains from impugning others, Allah will overlook his
mistakes on the Day of Judgment.
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(55) Misa ibn Ja‘far (a) was heard saying in his prostration during the
last part of the night: O Lord! Your servant’s sin is great, so let Your
pardoning of him be munificent.
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(56) Al-Khidr (a) [supplicated]: O Allah, 1 seek Your forgiveness for what
I repented and then repeated, and I seek Your forgiveness for what I
promised You myself and then reneged. I seek Your forgiveness for
what I did seeking Your pleasure, only to mix it with an intention for
something else. 1 seek Your forgiveness for those blessings You
bestowed upon me by which I gained strength to disobey You. I seek
forgiveness from You, O Knower of the unseen and the witnessed, the
Beneficent, the Merciful, from every sin or act of disobedience I
committed, in the light of day or the darkness of night, in public or in
private, secretly or openly, O Most Forbearing.
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(57) Sulayman (a) once passed by a worshipper from the Bani Isra’il,
shaded by the birds and carried by the wind, so he said, “Indeed the
progeny of Dawiid has been given a great kingdom.” So he (a) heard that
and responded, “The glorification [of Allah] recorded in a believer’s
book [of deeds] is better than all that the progeny of Dawiid has been
granted.”
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(58) Dawiid (a) said: When you see me going from a gathering of those

who remember [Allah] to one of those who are negligent, break my leg,
for verily you will have done me a favour.
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(59) Misa (a) passed by one of the villages of the Bani Isra2’il and found

that their rich had worn rough clothes and put dust on their heads, as
they stood on their feet, with tears streaming down their cheeks; so he
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wept out of compassion for them and said, “O Lord, these people of the
Bani Isr2’1l are crying out to you cooing like pigeons, howling like
wolves, and yelping like dogs.” So He revealed to him, “And why is that?
Is it because My treasures have depleted? Or is it that what I possess has
decreased? Or am I no more the Most Merciful of all who show mercy?
Rather, inform them that I know what is hidden in the hearts. They
supplicate to Me while their hearts [and minds] are absent from Me and
inclined towards this world.”
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(60) Jibra’il descended upon Ya‘qb (a) and said, “O Ya‘qib, verily Allah
instructs you to say: O [He who is] copious in goodness, O [He who is]
perpetual in kindness, return to me my two sons.” Then He revealed to

him: By My Might, if they were both dead [and you said this], I would
resurrect them for you.
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(61) Ali ibn al-Husayn, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that the
Prophet (s) said: Whoever recites a hundred times every day: “There is
no god but Allah, the Manifest, the True,” it will be a means by which he
shall remain safe from poverty, gain tranquility from the terror of the
grave, become free of need, and reach the gates of Paradise.
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(62) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [(a) said]: The one who is afflicted by severe
tribulation is no more behoving of supplication than the healthy person
who is not secure from potential trials.
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(63) [It is reported that a man] saw Kathir [the poet] riding while
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Bagir (a) was walking, so someone said to him,
“Do you ride while Abid Ja‘far is walking?” So he replied, “He
commanded me to do that, and I find obedience to him by riding to be
better for me than disobedience to him by walking.”
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(64) Anas [ibn Malik] said: I was with al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali when a slave girl
entered holding a bunch of flowers which she presented to him as she
greeted him, so he said to her, “I set you free for the sake of Allah, the
Exalted.” I said to him, “The slave girl just greeted you with a bunch of
fragrant flowers that don’t have any particular value and you
emancipated her!” So he said, “That is how our Lord Allah has trained
us: When you are offered a greeting, then respond with one that is better
(Q4:86), and that which was better than her greeting was her

emancipation.”
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(65) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [(a) said]: Elevate your status through
feigning negligence [about that which does not concern youl].
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(66) Ytsuf asked Jibra’il (a) about the grief of Ya‘qiib (a), so he said, “His
grief was equivalent to that of seventy mothers who had lost their
children.” He (a) asked, “Then what reward will he get for it?” He
replied, “That is known only to Allah.” He asked, “Do you think I will
meet him [in Paradise]?” “Yes,” he replied. He (a) said, “Then I do not
care about what I face [in this world] if I will meet him [and attain a

”

position similar to his]
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(67) When Yasuf (a) was brought out of the well and purchased,

someone said to them, “Treat this stranger well.” So Yasuf said to them,
“Whoever is with Allah never suffers estrangement.”
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(68) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (a) narrated from this father: Two men came

to the Prophet (s), one old and the other young. The young man spoke
before the elderly one, so he (s) said, “Elders first, elders first.”
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(69) Muhammad ibn “Ali ibn al-Husayn, may Allah be pleased with them,
[said]: When a man reaches the age of forty, a crier calls out from the
sky, “The departure is near, so prepare [your] provisions!”
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(70) 1t is narrated that Ibrahim (a) was the first person who grew gray
hair in order to be distinguishable from Ishag, since he resembled him
so much that it was hard to tell them apart. When his hair first started
turning gray, he said, “O Lord, what is this?” He replied, “It is dignity.”
So he said, “O Lord, increase me in dignity!”
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(71) Whenever ‘Isa ibn Maryam (a) would pass by any youth, he would
say, “How many crops have not yet ripened for harvest!” And when he
would pass by old people, he would say, “The crops that are ripe await
nothing but to be harvested.”
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(72) Ayytb (a) [said]: Verily Allah plants wisdom in the heart of the
young and the old, and when Allah makes a servant wise in his youth,

his status is not undermined by the wise sages due to his young age
while they see in him the light of nobility from Allah.
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(73) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad reported from his fathers, from the Prophet
(s) [who said]: Wealth increases nothing but greed for more, and it

increases people in nothing but covetousness. And the Hour will not be
established except upon the worst of creation.
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(74) Ayytb (a) was told by his wife, “If only you would supplicate to Allah
[imploring Him] to cure you.” He said, “Woe be to you! We have lived in
comfort for seventy years, so let us be patient in hardship for a similar

length of time.” It was only a little while after that that he was cured [by
Allah].
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(75) Dawid (a) passed by an artisan so he said, “O so-and-so, work and

then eat, for verily Allah loves those who work and eat, and He does not
love those who eat but do not work.”
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(76) Dawtd (a) once asked [people] about himself while in disguise, so

they said, “He is just; only that he sustains himself from the wealth of
the Bani Isr2’il.” So he (a) asked Allah to teach him something by which
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he could work [and earn his livelihood], and He taught him how to make

coats of mail.
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(77) Sulayman (a) used to make baskets and sell them, and he would eat
from what he earned thereby.
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(78) 1t is reported that Dawid (a) used to go out to the desert [in the
proximity] of Bayt al-Maqdis once a week, and gather all the people
before reciting the Zablr with his melodious and soul-stirring
recitation. He had two slave girls who were very strong and they would
hold his body firmly out of fear that his limbs may get detached due to
his fervent wailing and deep sighs; and all the wild beasts and birds
would gather around to hear his recitation.
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(79) Misa (a) once asked [Allah], “Which of Your servants is most
felicitous?” He replied, “One who gives preference to your desires over

his own, and gets very angry for My sake against himself [if he disobeys
Me].”
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(80) Muhammad ibn “Ali al-Bagqir (a) [said]: Verily the truth cried out to
me after falsehood had swallowed it up, so I split open its core and

brought out the truth from beneath its layers until it became manifest

and spread, after having being hidden and concealed.
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(81) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn “Ali ibn al-Husayn, may Allah be pleased

with them all, [said]: Verily I hasten to fulfill the need of my enemy out
of fear of turning him away, lest he becomes needless of me.
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(82) Isa (a) [said]: O Bani Isra’il, do not eat too much for verily whoever
eats too much sleeps too much, and whoever sleeps too much reduces

his prayer, and whoever reduces his prayer is recorded among the
heedless ones.
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(83) Sulayman ibn Dawiid (a) used to eat barley bread, yet he would feed
the people bread made from [soft] while flour.

13 (S W § o W ity S by ats Y S Le sl G |3 (AF)

237




238

SELECTIONS FROM RABI‘ AL-ABRAR

(84) Yusuf (a) was asked, “Why is it that you do not eat to your fill
despite having control over the treasuries of the land?” He replied,
“Because when I am full, I forget the hungry.”
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(85) Ibrahim (a) used to be called ‘father of guests’ because he was the
first person to entertain guests, and he established it as a practice for
his progeny. Whenever he wanted to have a meal, he would send out his
companions for miles in search of a guest with whom he could share the
meal.
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(86) Ibrahim al-Khalil (a) was asked, “Why did Allah take you as a
friend?” He replied, “For three reasons: I have never had to choose
between two things but that I chose what was for Allah over what was
not, and I have never worried about that which Allah has taken the
responsibility to provide for me, and I have never had lunch or dinner
except with a guest.”
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(87) “Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) [said]: The perfection of magnanimity is for a
man to serve his guests the way our forefather Ibrahim served them
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himself along with his family. Have you not heard the verse wherein
Allah says: And his wife was standing [nearby] (Q11:71)?
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(88) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [(a) said]: My most beloved brothers are those
who eat the most [when I invite them for a meal], and take the largest

morsels. And those who are most burdensome to me are the ones who
compel me to insist that they eat.
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(89) He (a) also said: The love a man has for his brother is made manifest
by how heartily he eats at his house.
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(90) 1t is reported about the Prophet Yainus (a) that at one time some of
his brothers visited him, so he served them a small portion of food along
with some vegetables, saying, “Eat! Were it not that Allah has cursed

those who go out of their way [to impress others], I would have done so
for you.”
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(91) Dawad (a) once entered a cave in which he found a dead body with
an inscribed tablet near its head. In it was written: I am so-and-so; I
ruled for a thousand years, I built a thousand cities, | married a thousand
women, and I vanquished a thousand armies, then my affair ended in
such a way that I sent for a loaf of bread from the market with a large
quantity of silver coins, but did not get any. Then I sent gold coins, but
still did not get any [bread], then I sent a large quantity of gemstones
but still did not find any. I then grinded the gemstones and ate from
that, so I died at that very spot. Therefore, whoever has a loaf of bread
to eat and still thinks there is someone on the face of this earth more
well-off than him, let Allah cause him to die as He has caused me to die.
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(92) Ya‘qub (a) was told, “There is a man in Egypt who feeds the poor

and fills the laps of orphans.” So he said, “He must be one of us, the Ahl
al-Bayt.” So when they inquired, they found out that it was Yasuf (a).
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(93) Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) used to say whenever the sun rose: O Allah, I
seek refuge with You from oppressing [others] or being oppressed; and
I seek refuge with You from mistreating others or being mistreated [by
them)].
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(94) Al-Hasan ibn “Ali, may Allah be pleased with them both, gave a
speech in which he recounted some of his unique qualities, so
Mu‘awiyah [grew jealous and] said, “Talk about dates [instead].” By this
he meant to undermine his speech and embarrass him and cut him off.
But he continued his speech. Mu‘awiyah then said, “You only hope to
attain the caliphate but you are not there yet.” So he said, “Verily the
caliphate is for the one who follows the practice (sirah) of the Messenger
of Allah (s) and that of his virtuous companions, and acts in obedience
to Allah. The caliphate is not for one who acts tyrannically and
dispenses with the laws [of Allah]. Whoever does not act in accordance
with their practice is actually a king, from those monarchs who enjoy
their kingship for a while, and then it is cut off from them and its
consequences remain with him. Such a person is as Allah, the Exalted
describes [in the verse]: I do not know: this [delay] might be a test for you and
an enjoyment for a while (Q21:111).
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(95) Dawid (a) [said]: Do not buy the enmity of one [righteous
individual] with the friendship of a thousand.
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(96) Ayyub (a) was asked, “What was the most difficult thing for you

during your trial?” He replied, “The glee of my enemies [when they saw
me suffering].”
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(97) ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn, may Allah be pleased with him, was asked, “Why
is it that when you travel you hide your lineage from those who
accompany you [on your journey]?” He said, “I dislike to take anything
through [my relationship with] the Messenger of Allah without giving

”

its like [in return]
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(98) Dawad (a) said to the Bani Isra’il, “Gather together, for I wish to
speak to you all.” So they all gathered outside his door. He came out to
them and said, “O Bani Isr2’il, do not allow anything into your stomachs

except what is good, and let nothing come out of your mouths except
what is good.”
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(99) Sulayman (a) [said]: Verily he who overcomes his [vain] desire is
stronger than the one who conquers a city on his own.
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(100) ‘Isa (a) [said]: Do not stare at what is not yours, and if you can avoid
looking [even] at the clothes of a woman who is not lawful for you, then
avoid it; and you will not be able to do that except by the permission of
Allah.
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(101) During the time of the Bani Isra’l, there lived a devout young lady
called Stisan. Once, she went out to a place of prayer that had two old
caretakers, and next to it was a garden in which ablution was
performed. [Upon seeing her,] the two old men came close to her and
tried to seduce her, but she refused [their advances]. They said, “If you
do not submit to us, we will surely accuse you of fornication and testify
to that.” She said, “Allah is sufficient for me against your evil.” So they
opened up the gates of the garden and cried out. The people gathered
around, so they told them, “We found her with a young man, having
intercourse, but he managed to escape us.” In those days, they would
keep fornicators chained for three days, and then they would stone
them. So they chained her and the two of them would approach her,
place their hands on her head and say, “Praise be to Allah who sent
down upon you His punishment!” When they were about to stone her,
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[Prophet] Danyal came to them, and he was a young lad of twelve, at the
beginning of his prophethood. He said to them, “Do not be hasty. I will
judge between you.” So they placed a chair for him and he separated the
two old men; and he was the first person to separate witnesses [this
way]. He asked one of them, “What did you see?” So he recounted the
story of the young man. He asked him, “What part of the garden was
this?” The man replied, “Under the pear tree.” When he asked the other
man [the same question], he replied, “Under the apple tree.” This was
while Stisan had raised her hands invoking [Allah] with sincerity. So
Allah sent down a fire that burnt the two [false] witnesses and

manifested her innocence.
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(102) Sulayman (a) [said to his son]: O my son, do not finalize a matter
until you have consulted an advisor [who can guide you], but when you
have done so, do not fret [about the outcome].
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(103) Tsa (a) [said]: It is not beneficial for you to learn that which you do

not practice. Verily copious knowledge only increases you in ignorance
as long as you do not act upon it.
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(104) Isa (a) asked a man [who had secluded himself], “What are you
doing?” He replied, “Worshipping.” He said, “Then who provides for
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you?” He said, “My brother.” So he (a) said, “Your brother is more
devout than you.”
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(105) Al-Hasan ibn “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was told, “You
have greatness in you.” He replied, “Rather, what I have is honour.

Allah, the Exalted, says: All honour belongs to Allah and to His Messenger,
and to the believers (Q63:8).”
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(106) ‘Isa (a) [said]: Whoever learns, practices [what he has learnt], and
teaches [others] is counted as a great person in the higher [angelic]

realms.
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(107) Isa (a) [said]: How can one be considered a scholar when he is

driven to his Hereafter yet turns to face this world, and desires what
harms him more than what benefits him?
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(108) “Isa (a) [said]: Do not throw pearls under the feet of swine!
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(109) Isa (a) [said]: Do not disseminate wisdom among those who are
unworthy of it thereby being unjust to it, and do not withhold it from
those who are worthy of it thereby being unjust to them.
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(110) Tsa (a) [said]: How many are the trees! Yet not all of them bear
fruit. And how many are the fruits! Yet not all of them are good [and
edible]. And how many are the sciences! Yet not all of them are
beneficial [to learn]. And how many are the scholars! Yet not all of them
give right guidance.
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(111) Isa (a) prepared some food for the disciples, and once they had
eaten, he admonished them through his action [of washing their feet].
They said, “O Spirit of Allah, we are more worthy of doing this than
you!” So he said, “I only do this so that you may do the same with those
whom you teach.”
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(112) Muhammad ibn ¢Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) was asked, “When is [having]

etiquette worse than lacking it?” He replied, “When there is a lot of
etiquette yet little [of it accords with] innate disposition.”
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(113) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq (a) was asked [about a true scholar],
so he said, “He is the scholar who, when you look at him, he reminds

you of the Hereafter. And whoever does not do this then looking at him
is a trial (fitnah).”
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(114) Isa (a) [said]: The example of evil scholars is like that of a boulder

that rests at the mouth of a river - neither does it drink water itself, nor
does it let water pass through to irrigate the crops.
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(115) Al-Khidr said to Masa (a), “O Misa, gain knowledge in order to

practice it, and do not learn it [only] in order to teach it [to others], lest
it become a [cause of] perdition for you while being a light for others.”
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(116) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [(a) said]: It is upon the scholar that he must
not be harsh when he teaches, and must not be haughty when he is
taught [what he never knew].
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(117) Jibra’il descended upon the Messenger of Allah (s) and said, “O
Muhammad, verily your companions who were at Mu’tah have all been
killed, and have proceeded to Paradise. And verily Allah has given Ja‘far
two white wings, the front sides of which are blood-stained, while their
tops are covered in pearls and gems. He flies using them with the angels

in Paradise.”
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(118) Miisa (a) passed by a man whom he knew to be an obedient servant
of Allah, and saw that his flesh and limbs had been torn to shreds by
wild beasts, and his innards were hanging out, so he stood stunned [by
the sight] and asked, “O Lord, he was Your servant yet You tried him in
this manner?” So He revealed to him, “He had asked Me for a station
that he had not attained by his deeds, so I wanted to afflict him in this
manner so that I can thereby make him attain that station [which he
sought].”
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(119) zakariyya (a) would continuously see his son Yahya sad and
weeping, preoccupied with [the state of] his soul, so he said, “O Lord, I
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had sought a son from You so that I would benefit from him, but [even
though] You granted him to me, yet I do not benefit from him.” He
responded, “You sought a son who would be a friend [of Mine] (wali),
and the friends of Allah can only be like this.”
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(120) When Allah, the Exalted, chose Ibrahim as a friend, He made his

heart tremble until his heartbeat could be heard from afar, just as the
flapping of birds is heard in the air.
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(121) Isa (a) [said]: A horror [about] which you do not know when it will
befall you - what prevents you from preparing for it before it surprises
you?
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(122) Isa ibn Maryam described the friends of Allah saying: Their seeds

were watered by the tears of their eyes until they germinated, and they
attained their harvest on the day of their indigence.
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(123) “Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) related the final will of [the Prophet (s) to]

‘Ali ibn Abi Talib [in which he said]: O “Ali, there is no poverty worse
than ignorance, and there is no loneliness worse than self-admiration.
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(124) When al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, heard
about the statement of Mu‘awiyah, “If the Hashimis were not generous,
and the Umawis were not forbearing, and the ‘Awamis were not brave,
and the Makhzlimis were not proud, they would not resemble their
forefathers.” He (a) said, “By Allah, he did not mean it as an advice;
rather, he meant to diminish what the Bant Hashim possess so that they
may become needy of it, and to portray the Banti Umayyah as clement
so that people would love them, and to embolden the Banii al-‘Awam so
that they may fight [and get killed], and to make the Bania Makhzim
haughty so that they are despised.”
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(125) Two men were boasting during the time of Prophet Misa (a), so
one of them said, “I am the son of so-and-so,” and he listed up to nine
of his forefathers among the polytheists. The other man said, “I am the
son of so-and-so. And had he not been a Muslim, I would not have

affiliated myself to him.” So it was revealed to Miisa that judgement had
been passed between them. As for the one who counted nine of his
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forefathers among the polytheists, it is only right for Allah to place him
as the tenth [among them] in the Fire. And as for the one who affiliated
himself only to a Muslim father, it is right for Allah to place him along
with his Muslim father in Paradise.
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(126) Dawiid (a) stood [to worship] at night, and it was as though he was
pleased by that, so Allah revealed to a frog that it should speak to him,
soitsaid, “O Dawiid, it seems you are pleased with your nightly worship!
This is my state every night for the past twenty years; neither a drop of
water nor a blade of grass enters my stomach, [all] out of gratitude to
Allah for keeping my eggs safe [from predators].”
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(127) ‘Ali ibn Miisa al-Rida (a) said to his brother Zayd ibn Misa, “0 Zayd,
you have truly done evil! What will you say to the Messenger of Allah?
You have spilt blood, blocked [and robbed travellers on] roads, and
taken wealth unlawfully. Perhaps you have been deluded by the speech
of the foolish people of Kiifah that the Prophet (s) said, ‘Indeed Fatimah
protected her chastity so Allah made the Fire forbidden to her and her
progeny.’ Verily that applies [only] to the children whom she bore: al-
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Hasan and al-Husayn. And, by Allah, they both did not attain that except
through obeying Allah.”
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(128) It was said to ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a), “You are truly one of the most
virtuous people, yet you do not eat from the same tray as you mother?”
So he replied, “I fear lest my hand reach out for something that she had
already seen [and wanted to eat], and I might thereby be undutiful
towards her.”
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(129) Isa (a) was asked, “Who among the people are more noble?” So he
picked up two handfuls of dust and then said, “Which of these two are
more noble?” Then he mixed it together and threw it away, saying, “All

of them are from dust, and the most honourable in the sight of Allah are
the most Godwary of them.”
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(130) Some words were exchanged between ‘Abdullah ibn al-Hasan and
Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (a), and ‘Abdullah began to speak harshly, so he
(a) said to him, “Do you not know that keeping ties with close relatives
lightens the accounting [on the Day of Resurrection]?” Then he recited
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the verse in which Allah says: And those who maintain the ties that Allah

has ordered to be kept, stand in awe of their Lord, and fear strict accounting

(Q13:21).
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(131) Isa (a) admonished the Bani Isra’il, so they began to tear their
clothes. He asked, “What is the fault of the clothes? Turn your attention

”

to the hearts [instead], and reproach them [for your misdeeds]
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(132) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq [(a) said]: Verily Allah has some
special personages among His creation. He created them to fulfill the
needs of His servants. They consider generosity to be an honour and
kindness to be an advantage, and Allah loves noble morals.
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(133) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (a) used to say: O Allah, grant me the ability

to assist those whose sustenance You have reduced [as a trial] through
the bounty You have bestowed upon me.
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(134) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [(a) said]: I looked at the good turn [that is

done to others], and I found that it cannot be perfected except by three
[things]: expediting it, concealing it, and trivializing it. Indeed, when
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you expedite it, you make it felicitous, and when you conceal it, you
perfect it, and when you trivialize it, you make it great.
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(135) [Imam] al-Hasan and al-Husayn (a) were travelling with ‘Abdullah
ibn Ja‘far and Abt Habbah al-Ansari from Makkah to Madinah when the
weather turned on them, so they sought shelter in a Bedouin’s tent, and
stayed there for three days until the skies became calm. The man
slaughtered an animal for them, and when they were about to leave,
‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far told him, “If you come to Madinah, ask about us.”
After a few years, the Bedouin became needy so his wife said to him,
“Why don’t you go to Madinah and meet those young men?” He said, “I
have forgotten their names.” She said,” Ask for the son of al-Tayyar.” So
he did that and was guided to al-Hasan (a). When he met him, he (a)
instructed that he should be given a hundred she-camels along with
their bull and cameleer. Then he went to al-Husayn (a) and told him that
his brother had gifted him a provision of camels, so he (a) instructed
that he should be given a hundred sheep. Then he went to ‘Abdullah and
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told him that his two brothers[-in-law] had given him camels and sheep,
so he instructed that he should be given a hundred thousand dirhams.
Then he went to Abli Habbah, but the latter said, “By Allah, I do not
possess the likes of what they have given you, but bring me your camel;”
and then he loaded it with dates for him. From then on, the progeny of
that Bedouin lived in ease.
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(136) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (a) was told, “Since he became the caliph,
Abii Ja‘far al-Manstir only wears rough clothes and eats coarse food.” He
asked, “Why is that - woe be to him - when Allah has allowed him the
authority and has bestowed upon him copious wealth?” So he was told,
“Out of miserliness and desire to amass wealth.” So he (a) said, “All
praise be to Allah who deprived him of his world just as he abandoned
his faith [and will thus also be deprived of the Hereafter].”
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(137) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (a) [said]: Verily the believer will be blessed
through glorification [of Allah by him in this world] with adornments

in Paradise. In every limb of a believer in Paradise will be placed three
bracelets of gold, silver, and pearls.
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(138) Ja‘far bin Muhammad [(a) said]: The ring of ‘Ali was made of silver,
and its inscription read: ‘The most excellent Possessor of Power is Allah.’
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(139) Ja‘far bin Muhammad [(a) said]: The hand that bears a turquoise
[signet] ring never becomes poor.
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(140) Aba Rafi¢, the [freed] servant of the Messenger of Allah (s), [said]:
[ was playing with al-Husayn when he was a child, using stone marbles,
and when my marble would hit his marble, I would say, ‘Carry me!” So
he would reply, “Woe be to you! Would you climb on the back which has
been carried by the Messenger of Allah (s)?” So I would leave him. Then,
when his marble would strike my marble, I would say, “I will not carry
you, just as you refused to carry me!” So he would say, “Would you not
like to carry the body that has been carried by the Messenger of Allah
(s)?” So I would carry him.
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(141) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq [(a) said]: Three things are such
that [even a] little of them is much: fire, poverty, and sickness.
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(142) One of the Ahl al-Bayt would, upon falling ill, mix Zamzam water
with rain water, honey, and something he acquired from a portion of
the dowry of his wife that she gifted to him. He would say, “Allah, the
Exalted, has said: And we send down blessed water [as rain] from the sky
(Q50:9), and He said [regarding honey]: In it is a cure for people (Q16:69).
And the Prophet (s) said: The water of Zamzam is [a means] for
[attaining] what is intended when one drinks it. And the Exalted Lord
said [regarding the dowry]: If they are happy to give you some of it, then
enjoy it freely and with comfort (Q4:4). So whoever joins together that
which has been blessed, that which has a cure in it, and that which leads
to ease and comfort, will [surely] soon regain his health.”
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(143) Isa (a) [said], “Wealth has within it a great malady.” He was asked,
“0 Spirit of Allah, what is its malady?” He said, “That its owner
withholds the right of Allah [from it].” He was asked, “What if he fulfills
the right of Allah [therefrom]?” He said, “He will [then] not remain safe
from arrogance and haughtiness.” He was asked, “What if he is saved
[from those vices]?” He said, “Then he will be [too] preoccupied with
[his] betterment to remember Allah.”
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(144) Ja‘“far ibn Abi Talib used to love the poor and would [often] sit and
converse with them, so the Messenger of Allah gave him the epithet
‘Father of the poor’.
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(145) [Prophet] Yahya met Tsa (a), and ‘Isa smiled at Yahya, so he said,
“Why do 1 see you unworried as though you feel safe [from the
punishment of Allah]?” So Isa said, “Why do I see you sulky as though
you have despaired [of the mercy of Allah]?” He said, “I will not allow
you to depart until revelation comes down to us [telling us who is on
the right]!” So Allah, the Almighty, revealed, “The more beloved of you
to Me is he who thinks best of Me.” And in another narration, “The more
beloved of you to Me is the one who is smiling and cheerful.”

ole Y e dLs Sesl e i ds AR gl e oy el 5 (VFF)
TCPON[JUN U [VH I [ D3 U 1 FRSPRY- PECP 0 ) PRE PN/
SN (L ORI N R K P T PPy NN R PR S P

a3 e 2V 3a B M O Ll I

(146) The Angel of Death came to Dawid (a), so he asked, “Who are
you?” He replied, “I am the one who does not fear kings, who is not
hindered by [impenetrable] castles, and who does not accept bribes.” So
he said, “So you are the Angel of Death. But I am not yet ready.” He said,
“0 Dawiid, where is your neighbour so-and-so? And your companion so-
and-so?” He said, “[They have] died.” He said, “Was there no lesson in
their deaths for you such that you would prepare [for your own]?”
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(147) When Ibrahim (a) was on the verge of death, he said, “Have you
ever seen a friend taking away the soul of his friend?” So Allah revealed
to him, “Have you seen any friend who dislikes meeting his friend?” So
he said [to the Angel of Death], “Take my soul at once!”
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(148) A son of al-Rida (a) passed away, so Abii al-‘Ayna’ said: O son of the
Messenger of Allah, you are far above [receiving] our advice, your status
is beyond what we may describe, in your knowledge of the Book of Allah

there is what suffices you, in the Messenger of Allah there is consolation
for you, and in the reward of Allah there is what gives you solace.
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(149) “Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) used to have a companion whose son died,
so he became greatly distressed. He thus consoled him and advised him
[to remain patient]. The man said, “O son of the Messenger of Allah, my
son used to be of those who transgressed against his soul, [so I fear for

him].” He said, “Do not be distressed, verily there are three traits that
are behind your son [as means of support]. The first of them is the
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testimony that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah. The second is the intercession of my grandfather
(s). And the third is the mercy of Allah which encompasses everything.
So where will your son be left out in any one of these?”
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(150) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [(a) said]: The expiation for [carrying out]
the work of the sultan is doing favours to your brothers [in faith].”®
Sl 5 plabdll WLl oabsy LgSlo o g5 3ties M e 55 000Y)
c\jlfbv_yui_wflffb Ly A{Bhpbj_a cads il caddl
U I C IR PR U N [ P YR A VG [ RO LN /N Y.y
ALl gy o Jads Lo |pmely ol 75T Low | gomnd ¥ (ol
(151) Isa (a) arrived at Damascus and found its ruler giving food to
people in plates of gold and silver, so he went with his companions to
[the river] Barad3, and took out the little food they had and they all ate
[from it] and drank from the water [of the river]. Then Isa (a) said: Do
not enter the presence of kings, do not partake of their food, and be not

impressed by what they give; rather, be surprised by what will happen
to them on the Day of Judgment.
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8 This is reported to have been the advice given to ‘Ali ibn Yaqtin by Imam al-Kazim (a).
[Tr.]
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(152) Marwan ibn al-Hakam was taken captive in the Battle of Jamal, so
al-Hasan and al-Husayn spoke on his behalf and Ali (a) set him free.
They said to him, “He will pledge his allegiance to you, O Amir al-
Mu’minin.” So he replied, “Did he not pledge his allegiance to me after
‘Uthman was assassinated? I have no need for his pledge of allegiance.
Indeed it is [like] the palm of a Jewess - if he pledges it to me with his
hand, he will betray me with his sword. Verily, he will have a reign like
the dog licks its nose, and he will be the father of four chieftains, and
the ummah will face days of bloodshed from him and his progeny.”
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(153) Al-Husayn ibn “Ali (a) used to give money to the poets, so he was

asked about that and he said, “The best of your wealth is that by which
you protect your reputation.”
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(154) Dawid (a) [said]: For her husband, an evil wife is like a heavy

weight borne by an old man, whereas a righteous wife is like a crown
ornamented with plates of gold, whenever he sees her, he feels joyous.
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(155) Dawid (a) said to Sulayman (a): Walk behind a lion, but never walk
behind a woman.”
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(156) ‘Isa (a) met Iblis while he was driving five laden donkeys, so he
asked him [about them]. He said, “I am carrying wares looking for
buyers. As for the first, it is tyranny.” He asked, “And who buys that?”
He said, “Kings.” He asked, “And what is the second?” He said,
“Arrogance.” He asked, “And who buys that?” He replied, “Chiefs.” He
asked, “What is the third?” He said, “Jealousy.” He asked, “Who buys
that?” He answered, “Scholars.” He asked, “And what is the fourth?” He
said, “Treachery.” He asked, “Who buys it?” He said, “Merchants.”
“What is the fifth?” he asked. He said, “Wiles.” “And who buys it?” he
asked. He replied, “Women.”

* This is just to emphasize how dangerous it is for a man to walk behind a woman in
terms of the temptation that it could give rise to due to the inclinations of his base soul
and the whisperings of Satan. (Tr.)
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(157) Isa (a) [said]: If Allah were not to punish anyone for sinning
against Him, it would still behove people to avoid sins out of gratitude
for His blessings.

Sl b ISl Lo g @l i o pin (VOA)

(158) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [(a) said]: Blessings are wild, so tie them
down with gratitude.”
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(159) Muhammad ibn “Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, may Allah
be pleased with them, [said]: Whoever is bestowed a favour and then he
proceeds to benefit the people thereby has indeed taken a safeguard

from blame and has removed the possibility of evil outcomes from
himself.

palel s ot o5l D) Y 1 gy U5 S )y e (04)
ot Ll Sy 1 5] Ll Jamg bo Y1 n adand i e

(160) Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) [said]: The Messenger of Allah (s) said,
“Verily the believer becomes satiated with food and then praises Allah
so He grants him the reward that He gives to the one who fasts by day
and worships by night. Verily Allah loves the thankful.”

% A beautiful metaphor that depicts how blessings can leave a person at any time if he
is not grateful for them. (Tr.)
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(161) Muhammad ibn ‘Ali (a) [said]: When Allah blesses a servant and he
recognizes it as a blessing from Allah, then Allah records that as
gratitude for the blessing even before he praises [and thanks] Him for
it. And when a servant commits a sin and recognizes that Allah is aware
of it, and that He may forgive him or He may punish him if He so wishes,
then He forgives him for it even before he repents.
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(162) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [(a) said]: Give life to your good deed by
doing away with its mention, for verily obligation destroys the good
turn [you do to others].
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(163) A man said to ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a), “I saw [a dream where] it was
as though I was urinating on my hands.” So he said, “You have a mahram
under you.” So they checked and found out that there was a foster-

relationship between him and his wife [since they had been nursed by

the same woman as infants].
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(164) Tsa (a) [said]: Take your houses as [temporary] domiciles and
mosques as dwellings, eat wild vegetation and drink plain water, and
depart from this world in peace.’
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(165) ‘Isa (a) [said]: The sun is my source of heat in the winter, the light
of the moon is my lamp, wild vegetation is my fruit, the fur of cattle is
my clothing, I sleep wherever I am when night falls, I have no child who

might die [before me] and no house that might fall to ruin; I am the one
who has turned this world over on its face.
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(166) “Isa (a) [said]: Look at the birds in the sky, they come and go
carrying nothing of their provisions. They neither plant nor harvest
anything, and Allah sustains them. If you think that your stomachs are

much bigger than that of birds, then these wild cattle and donkeys
neither sow nor harvest, yet Allah provides for them.
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* These were ascetic practices that were recommended to his disciples, but do not apply
to everyone. The general message of being unattached to this world is, however,
universal. (Tr.)
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(167) “Isa (a) said to the disciplines, “You are richer than the kings.”
They asked, “How is that?” He replied, “Because you do not seek
[wealth] while they are still seeking [it].”
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(168) Miisa said to al-Khidr (a), “Which riding animals do you like the
most?” He replied, “The horse, the donkey, and the camel. The horse
because it is the riding mount of the Messengers of Firm Resolve (ulul-
‘azm), the camel because it is the riding mount of Had, Salih, Shu‘ayb
and Muhammad [peace be upon them all], and the donkey because it is
the riding mount of ‘Isa and ‘Uzayr (a). And how could I not like a thing
that was given life by Allah after it was caused to die [in this world]
before the [Day of] Resurrection.”
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(169) A bedouin asked Ja‘far al-Sadiq (a) about tawhid, so he took an egg
that was in front of him and placed it in his palm, saying: This is a
smooth fortification without any fissures in it, then under it are two
transparent membranes, then under that there is a fluid, then under
that there is a golden liquid. Then, not many days and nights pass after
it has been laid before it hatches to reveal a nestling [that will grow] to
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become a colorful peacock. So what is there in this world that does not
point to the fact that there is nothing like Him!*

32 A clearer and more detailed account of this narration has been mentioned in al-
Tabarsi’s al-Thtijaj, vol. 2, p. 333. (Tr.)



Miscellaneous Reports and Sayings
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(1) Divorcing this world is the dowry of the Hereafter, and divorcing the
Hereafter is the dowry of this world.
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(2) The night of al-Ghadir is important to the Shi‘ah; they remain awake
in it, engaged in night worship. It is the eve [of the day] wherein the
Messenger of Allah gave a sermon at Ghadir Khumm, standing on the

pulpit of camel saddles, in which he said, “Whoever takes me as his

master, then ‘Ali is his master.”
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(3) The night of al-Harir is one of the nights of [the battle of] Siffin
wherein many were killed. Whenever a person was killed, ‘Ali, may
Allah be pleased with him, recited takbir, and he recited over seven
hundred takbirs [this night], until it became a metaphor for great
hardship.
LeS 5 Y5 el 2T 5l Vs a3 o as ¥ia ¥ oladl JUS (F)
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(4) Lugman said to his son: Do not get engaged in this world in a manner
that harms your Hereafter, and do not abandon it such that you become
a burden upon the people.

Lad ST Ladnd LS 0D gad IS o5 LS 1 L 0L ()

(5) Lugman [said]: O my son, just as you sleep, so too will you die, and

just as you awake, so too will you be resurrected.

sl 35 )35 5555 D) 5—e e Ot el ¢ o b de JLs, (7)
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(6) 1t is [to be] recited during sunrise: Glory be to the One who fashioned

you, made you rotate, and caused you to be luminous, and when He
wills, he will put you out.”

Lo 55 T U S cagd) bl B bd sV T L sy D8 (L
(7) The scholars of Bani Isr2’1l used to be secretive about two sciences:
astronomy and medicine. They would not teach these sciences to their
children because of the need that kings had for them, lest they became

a reason for keeping company with kings and being close to them,
thereby resulting in diminution of their faith.

MJU“)}J‘%:KJ‘PLJ‘U}JMJ{(A)

(8) Every bounty other than Paradise is insignificant, and every trial
other than the Fire is easy [in comparison].

3 In reference to Q81:1. (Tr.)
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(9) Hind bint al-Jawn narrated: The Messenger of Allah (s) once stopped
by the tent of my aunt Umm Ma‘bad, and when he stood up after taking
a rest, he asked for some water with which he washed his hands and
gargled his mouth before expectorating the water on a sapling that was
growing outside the tent. Soon we found that it had become a huge tree,
bearing the largest fruits, yellow in color, with the fragrance of amber
and the taste of honey. When any hungry person ate of it, he would be
satiated; when a thirsty person had it, he would be quenched; and when
a sick person partook of it, he would be cured. The ewes and she-camels
that ate its leaves would produce plenty of milk. So we named the tree
al-Mubarakah (the blessed). People would come from the desert seeking

water through it, and provisions from it. This continued until one day,
we found that its fruits had fallen off and its leaves had become smaller,
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so we were frightened by that. Soon after, we received news that the
Messenger of Allah (s) had passed away. Then, after thirty years, the
tree was filled with thorns from top to bottom, and any remaining fruits
fell off, and it lost all its freshness. We found out that this was the time
when Amir al-Mu’minin ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was killed.
The tree bore no more fruits after that, so we would only benefit from
its leaves. Then, one day, we found that blood was oozing out from its
trunk and its leaves had become blighted. As we were filled with fright
and apprehension, the news reached us that al-Husayn, may Allah be
pleased with him, had been martyred. As a result of that, the tree dried
up and withered away. It is surprising how the affair of this tree did not
become as well-known as the affair of the sheep, which is one of the
best-known anecdotes.
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(10) During the time of Khosrow, there was a man who used to say, “Who
will buy three words from me for a thousand dinars?” so people would
ridicule him for that. This continued until news of him reached
Khosrow, so he summoned him and brought the money before him. The
man said, “Among the people, not all are good.” So Khosrow said,
“Indeed.” Then he said, “But one nonetheless needs them.” Khosrow
said, “Indeed.” Then the man said, “So divide them [and deal with them]
according to that understanding.” He said, “Indeed.” Then he said, “You
have deserved the money, so take it.” But the man refused. He asked,
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“Then why did you ask for it?” He said, “I just liked to see who would
buy wisdom with wealth.”
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(11) When Yazid ibn Mu‘awiyah sent Muslim ibn ‘Ugbah to violate the
people of Madinah, Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) sheltered four hundred
women from the progeny of ‘Abd Manaf along with their servants,
keeping them safe until the army of Muslim had dispersed [and
departed after desecrating the city]. One of the women among them

said, [commenting on the way the Imam cared for them,] “By Allah, I
have not lived in such comfort even with my own parents.”

Al Y abal § il e 1B T ol el e 1S L5 OY)

(12) A wise man was asked, “Who has to travel the farthest of all
people?” So he said, “The one who travels in search of a righteous
brother [and friend].”
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(13) Lugman [said]: O my son, beware of the evil companion, for indeed
he is like a sword - looking at it impresses you, but its effects are
detrimental.
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(14) Lugman [said]: Three [types of individuals] are not [truly] known
except at three times: the forbearing one in times of anger, the brave
one in times of fear, and the brother [or friend] in times of your need
for him.
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(15) A poor man had brotherly love for a rich man for the sake of Allah.
Then he asked him for assistance three times, but he refused to help
him, yet this did not change the poor man’s love for him. So he asked
him about that, and he said, “O brother, I loved you only for the sake of
Allah, so what exists between me and you cannot be corrupted by

anything of this [material] world.” So the man gave him half of his
wealth.
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(16) Whoever is pleased with the company of one who has no good in
him, [will find that] one who has good in him will not be pleased with
his company.
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(17) Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah said, attributing it to the Prophet (s):
Neighbours are of three types: the neighbour who has one right, the
neighbour who has two rights, and the neighbour who has three rights.
As for the one who has one right, he is the non-believer who is unrelated
- he [only] has the right of a neighbour. As for the one who has two
rights, he is the Muslim who is unrelated - he has the rights of [being a
brother in] Islam and the right of a neighbour. As for the one who has
three rights, it is the Muslim who is also a relative - he has the right of
a Muslim [brother], the right of a neighbour, and the right of a relative.
The least right that a neighbour has on you is that you should not
disturb him [even] with the smell of your cooking pot, unless you share
its contents with him.
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(18) Di‘bil al-Khuza‘i [recited]:

By my father and mother, there are seven I love
for the sake of Allah, not for any gift I may be granted

By my father [I love] the Prophet Muhammad and his chosen one [‘Ali]
And the two excellent ones [Ja‘far and Hamzah], and his daughter [Fatimah]
and her two sons [al-Hasan and al-Husayn].
olail Ol 5 (Ll o] Of eI o o vde e Lo Lot oa2dl (19)
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(19) Al-Sha‘bi [said]: Look what we have met with from Ali ibn Abi Talib!
If we love him, we get killed [for it], and if we hate him, we are doomed.
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(20) Two brothers in faith once met, so one of them said to the other,
“By Allah, O brother, I love you for the sake of Allah.” So he replied, “If
you knew about me what I know about myself, you would have hated
me for the sake of Allah.” He responded, “By Allah, O brother, if I knew

about you what you know about yourself, I would still be prevented
from hating you by what I know about myself.”

Fol  3ledlS W I o 1 Sl Ol (1Y)

(21) Lugman the wise [said]: A father’s striking his son [in order to
discipline him] is like adding fertilizer to crops.*”
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(22) Anashirwan’s tutor used to beat him without his having done

anything wrong, and he would force him to hold ice in his hand until it
felt as though his wrist would fall off. So he vowed: “When I become

** Just as fertilizer is used to improve the yield of crops, so too does discipline ensure
that children grow up to be righteous. This statement is somewhat similar to the English
saying: ‘Spare the rod, spoil the child.” Of course, Islam places strict limits on corporal
punishment. However, disciplining children is a necessity that has been overlooked in
recent times, and its unfortunate effects can be seen in the current generation. (Tr.)
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king, I will certainly kill him!” When he later became the king, the tutor
fled, so he gave him a surety of safe conduct, so he came to him. He asked
him why he used to beat him unjustly. He replied, “So that you would
understand how the oppressed feels when he is treated unjustly.”
Antshirwan said, “That is good. But what about the ice that you used to
punish me with?” He replied, “You will soon understand [the purpose
of] that.” Later, he went to war and one morning it was so cold that the
soldiers were unable to tie their bowstrings, so it tied it for them, and
they fought and attained victory. Then he realized the purpose behind
the action of his tutor.
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(23) Plato was once asked, “Why can wisdom and wealth not join

together?” He replied, “Due to the honour of perfection.”
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(24) Aristotle [said]: Forward movement is slow while backward
movement is swift, because one who moves forward is like the person
who is climbing the rungs of a ladder, one at a time, while the one who

turns back is like one who has been cast down from a place that is high
to one that is low.

O 151 sl c s g gy Amldl I3l Ll O, 131 1001 2w (YO)
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% Perhaps he means that wisdom is part of perfection, and perfection is too honourable
to mix with something as lowly as material wealth. (Tr.)
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(25) Socrates [said]: When the laity see the houses of the elite, they envy
them and wish for something similar. But when they see their graves,
the reality dawns on them and they become pleased with their state.
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(26) We live in an era wherein the hearts are enlivened when we
remember the dead, but when we remember the living the hearts die.
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(27) Alexander was asked about the best thing that pleased him in his

kingdom, so he said, “My power to grant greater favours to the one
whose goodness has been established for me.”
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(28) When Antishirwan was on his death bed, he instructed that it

should be inscribed on his sarcophagus: ‘Whatever good we have done

is with the One who does not depreciate its reward, and whatever evil
we have earned is with the One who is not incapable of its retribution.’
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(29) There was a king who had a vizier who would tell him, after offering
salutations, “The doer of good will be rewarded for his good, while the
evildoer’s evil will suffice for his punishment.” And he would always say
that. He was highly respected by the king, so one [of the courtiers] was
filled with jealousy for him and plotted against him. He invited him for
a meal and fed him garlic, then he told the king, “The one whom you
show so much respect has ridiculed you in your own kingdom, and he
says you have bad breath.” When the vizier next visited the king, he
covered his mouth in order to hide the smell of garlic, so the king
thought that it was due to his own bad breath. [In his anger,] he wrote
to the head of his guards instructing him to cut off the head of the
bearer, skin him and fill his skin with twigs. He put his seal on the letter
[and gave it to the vizier to deliver]. Now it was the habit of the king
that whenever he wanted to grant generous gifts, he would write the
instructions in his own hand, so when the vizier came out holding the
letter, the man who was jealous of him saw it and assumed that it was
for a great reward. He said to him, “I will take the letter,” [thinking:] I
will attain whatever [reward] is written therein. So the vizier gave it to
him, and the head of the king’s guards did to him what had been
instructed therein. So when the vizier went to the king the next
morning, as was his wont, the king suspected something was amiss. He
asked him, “Did anything transpire between you and him?” So he
replied, “No; only that he invited me for a meal and gave me garlic to
eat, so I covered my mouth due to that.” So the king said, “You were



MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND SAYINGS

right when you said the doer of good will be rewarded for his good, and
the evildoer’s evil will suffice for his punishment.”
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(30) Al-Mad@’ini [said]: T saw a man going between al-Safa and al-
Marwah on his mule, then I saw him walking on his journey, so I asked
him about that. He said, “I was riding while people were walking, so it
was right of Allah to [punish me and] make me walk while people are
riding.”
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(31) Aristotle [said]: The intelligent concurs with the intelligent, but the
ignorant neither concurs with the intelligent, nor with the ignorant.

The example of this is the straight line which matches [and runs parallel
to] another straight line. As for the crooked one, it neither matches
another crooked line nor a straight one.
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(32) Abl al-Aswad al-Dwali [said]: If you wish to torture a learned
person, then put him in the company of an ignoramus.
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(33) Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah [said]: There was a man who would worship in
his hermitage. At one time, rain fell from the sky and the earth was filled
with herbage, and he saw his donkey grazing on that fresh grass, so he
said, “O Lord, if only You had a donkey, I would graze it along with my
donkey.” When news of that reached one of the Prophets, he decided to
pray against him [for uttering such blasphemy], but He revealed to him,
“Do not pray against him, for indeed I requite the servants based on the
level of their intellect.”
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(34) Socrates was told, “That which you spoke of was not accepted.” So
he said, “It is not necessary for me that it should be accepted,; it is only
necessary for me that it should be correct.”
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(35) Mu‘awiyah gave a sermon in which he said, “Verily Allah says: There
is not a thing but that its treasures are with Us; yet We only send down thereof
according to a well-defined measure (Q15:21). So why do you blame me
when I reduce your shares?” So al-Ahnaf said, “By Allah, we do not
blame you for what is in the treasures of Allah; rather, we blame you for
what He has already sent down from His treasures which you
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subsequently placed in your own treasure-chest and [thereby you]
became a barrier between us and it!”

s ol 3 NI i gl Y il e b e il i (F9)

e B ) & e ¥ ity 16 3] s o B U 1)l
(36) Al-Sha‘bi was asked about something, so he said, “I do not know.”
Someone said, “Are you not ashamed [to say this] - you are the chief
jurist of the Iraqis!” He replied, “The angels were not ashamed when

they said: Glory be to You! We have no knowledge except what You have taught
us (Q2:32).”
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(37) A wise man was once asked, “Why do you always hold a walking

stick even though you are neither old nor sick?” He replied, “To remind
myself that I am a traveller [in this world].”

(38) He who is upon falsehood is defeated even if he is victorious, while
he who is upon the truth is triumphant even if he is vanquished.
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(39) One of the wise sages was asked, “What are the things that speak
while silent?” He said, “Proofs that inform [one of the truth], and

lessons that admonish.”
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(40) An Umawi and an Ansari were boasting against each other, so the
Umawi said, “When the Messenger of Allah (s) passed away, most of his
governors were from the Banii Umayyah. ‘Attab ibn Usayd was in
Makkah, in Bahrayn Aban ibn Sa‘id ibn al-‘As was his governor, in
Yemen Khalid ibn Sa‘id ibn al-‘As, and in Najran Aba Sufyan [was his
governor].” The Ansari responded, “You are right, but they all sided

with the apostates (ahl al-riddah) in their quest to destroy Islam.” So [he
was left speechless] as though he had made him eat stones!
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(41) ‘Abdullah ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Hasan [said]: Arguments corrupt even

old friendships, and undo strong ties, and they constitute one of the
main causes of estrangement.
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(42) A wise man was asked, “Is doing a virtuous act better or eschewing
sin?” He replied, “Abandoning virtuous actions is the greatest sin, and
eschewing sins is the greatest virtuous action.”
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(43) My grudge died through the birth of your apology.
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(44) Upon the reformation of souls, great sins are forgiven.
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(45) A wise man said: Avoid small sins, for it is by laying twig upon twig
that the burden on the backs of firewood collectors becomes heavy, and
through lapse upon lapse do the sins of the sinners accumulate. At times
a small step can turn into a great effort, like the sapling that grows into
a huge tree, or the shrub that turns into a thicket, or the stalks that turn
into dense forests.
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(46) Antishirwan [said]: The delight we found in pardoning [others] was
not found by us in punishing [them].
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(47) A monk heard a man [casually] seeking forgiveness, so he said,
“Stop!” He asked, “Then how should I do it?” He said, “When a servant

recalls his sin, his tongue should become dry in his mouth out of the
fear of Allah.”

* Meaning that one should not casually utter the words of repentance without feeling
deep remorse and fear of Allah for what he has done. (Tr.)
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(48) A man asked Rabi‘ah [al-‘Adawiyyah], “I have sinned against Allah
- do you think He will accept my repentance [and forgive me]?” She

replied, “Woe be to you! He invites those who have turned away from
Him, so how would He not accept those who are turning towards Him?!”

ole

(49) Aristotle [said]: One who feels ashamed in front of people but is not
ashamed before his own soul does not really value his soul.
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(50) A monk was asked, “How do you patiently bear your loneliness?”
He replied, “I have my Lord as a companion. Whenever I wish to hear

Him whisper to me, I read His book, and whenever I wish to whisper to
Him, I pray.”
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(51) If you wish to reform your heart, then take assistance in that b
y y y
preserving your tongue.”’
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%7 Controlling one’s speech is one of the means by which it becomes easier to reform
one’s heart. (Tr.)
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(52) Tbn ‘Abbas once took hold of his tongue and said, “O tongue! Speak
what is good and you will benefit; keep silent from that which is
abominable and you will remain safe.”
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(53) It is indeed better for you to be a mute intellectual than a loquacious

ignoramus. Everything has a sign; the sign of intelligence is reflection,
and the sign of reflection is silence.
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(54) A wise man said: When speech impresses you, remain silent, and
when silence impresses you, speak.
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(55) Four kings once met and had a discussion. The king of Persia said,
“I have never regretted not saying something even once, but I have
regretted what I said many times.” The Roman emperor said, “I have
more power to reject what I never said than I do to reject what I said.”
The emperor of China said, “As long as I have not spoken a word, I own
it, but once I have spoken it, it owns me.” The king of India said, “It is

amazing how one can speak that which, if it is quoted it can cause harm,
and if it is not quoted, it has no benefit.”
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(56) Lugman [said]: O my son, when people boast about the beauty of
their speech, you should be proud about the excellence of your silence.
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(57) A wise man said: Whoever is alone with knowledge will not feel
discomfort due to loneliness.
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(58) A devoted worshipper said: Verily Allah is possessive; He does not
like there to be anyone else in the heart of a servant other than Allah.
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(59) Silence is the adornment of the intelligent, and the veil of the
ignorant.
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(60) Some of the scholars would say: We feel ashamed of the dead just
as we feel ashamed of the living.
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(61) When Ibrahim ibn al-Ashtar marched against ‘Ubaydullah ibn
Ziyad, he gave some large, white doves to some of his close companions,
telling them, “If you see the tides turning against you, release them.”
And he told the people, “Surely I have read in the clear verses of the
Book, and in what is certain and true, that Allah will assist you with
angels of fury, who will come in the form of doves under the clouds.” So
when the battle took a turn for the worse and the people were about to
flee, his companions released the doves, so people began to shout. “The
angels! The angels!” and they returned to fight until they were
victorious and Ibn Ziyad was killed.
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(62) A man once claimed that another man had refused to give him
[back] his money, so they sought judgment from [the judge] Iyas ibn
Mu‘awiyah. He asked the claimant, “Where did you give him the
money?” He said, “Next to a tree in such and such place.” So he said, “Go
to that tree and perhaps you may recall how the affair transpired.” So
the man left while the other man sat down. After a while, Iyas asked
him, “Do you think he has reached the tree?” He replied, “Not yet.”
[thereby proving that he had indeed been given the money there, since
he knew the place]. So Iyas said, “O enemy of Allah! You are perfidious!”
He said, “Pardon me so that Allah may pardon you!” and he admitted
his guilt.
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(63) One of the early Muslims said: How does the guile of Satan compare
to the guile of women? Verily Allah, the Exalted, says: Indeed the guile of
Satan is weak (Q4:76), and He says [about women]: Indeed your guile is great
(Q12:28).
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(64) A wise man said: Virtue seeks out those [who are] worthy of it, just

as a waterbird seeks out water.
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(65) Abti Darda’ said: May Allah have mercy on Lugman; indeed he was
not granted what he was granted because of his family, or wealth, or
beauty, or status. He was an Abyssinian slave who belonged to Dawiid
(a) before the latter emancipated him; and he was a man of silence, deep
reflection, distant thought and vision. He never slept during the day
time, and nobody ever saw him relieve himself or spit. His children died,
yet he did not mourn them; and he would come to the door of wise
people in order to reflect [on what they said], observe, and take lesson.
That is why he was granted what he was granted [of wisdom].
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(66) Abti Thabit, the client of ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, sought
permission from Umm Salamabh, so she said, “Welcome, O Aba Thabit.”
Then she said, “O Aba Thabit, in what direction did your heart fly when
the hearts of the people flew [in different directions]?” He said, “It
followed “Ali.” She said, “Then you have attained success! By the One in
whose hand is my soul, I heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say, “Ali is
with the truth and the Qur’an, and the truth and the Qur’an are with

‘Ali, and they will never part ways until they reach me at the [Paradisal]
Pool.”
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(67) Mu‘awiyah said to Dirar ibn Damrah al-Kinani, “Describe ‘Ali to
me.” He sought to be excused, but he kept insisting, so he said, “If  have
no option [but to do so, then know that] he was a great visionary,
possessed of strong faculties. Knowledge would flow from him, and
wisdom would be articulated from him. He would be repelled by this
world and its splendor, and would take comfort in the night and its
darkness. By Allah, he would shed copious tears [while worshipping],
reflect for long durations, turn over his hand [as he gave in charity], and
admonish his own soul. He was pleased with those clothes that were
short,” and with food that was coarse. By Allah, he would answer us
when we asked him and come to us when we called him, and by Allah,
despite his accessibility and closeness to us, we would not speak to him
out of sheer awe, and we would not start a conversation out [of

recognition] of his greatness.

He would honour pious people and love the poor. The strong would
never expect him to side with their falsehood, and the weak would
never lose hope of his justice. I bear witness by Allah that I had seen him
at one of his stations, when night had fallen and the stars had
disappeared, standing in his prayer niche, holding his beard and

%% In another version: ...with clothes that were rough (see: al-Daylami, Irshad al-Quliib,
vol. 2, p. 218).
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trembling restlessly as he wept the way a grief-stricken person weeps.
It is as though I can hear him [even] now as he said, “O world, do you
present yourself to me, and is it I that you are eager for? Far be it, far be
it! Beguile someone else. I have sold you off thrice, after which there is
no return. Indeed your life is short, your significance is little, and your
danger is great. Alas! How meagre the provision, how desolate the way!”
Upon hearing this, Mu‘awiyah’s tears flowed down to his beard and he
wiped them, and the people all wept silently. He then said, “May Allah
have mercy upon Aba al-Hasan. He was indeed just as you have
described. So how is your grief due to his loss O Dirar?” He said, “By
Allah, my grief for him is like one whose only child is slaughtered in her
lap, so her tears never cease and her sorrow never subsides.” Then he
stood up and left.
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(68) During the time of al-Hasan [al-Basri], there was a devout young
lady whose name was Burayrah. She would weep a lot [during her
worship], so he was told, “Advise her, for indeed we fear that she will
lose her sight.” So he told her, “Verily your eyes have a right upon you,
so fear Allah.” She replied, “If I am [going to be] one of the denizens of
Hell, then may Allah take away my sight, and if I am to be one of the
inhabitants of Paradise, then Allah will surely replace them with that
which is better.” So al-Hasan wept.
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(69) Lugman the wise was told by his master, “Slaughter a sheep for me
and bring me the best pieces of flesh in it.” So he brought him the heart
and the tongue. He remained silent for a time and then instructed him
to slaughter [another] sheep saying, “Throw away the worst [and most
odious] pieces of flesh.” So he threw away the heart and the tongue and
said, “There is nothing better than them when they are good, and
nothing more odious than them when they are bad.”
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(70) Umm Hani bint Abi Talib gave refuge to al-Harith ibn Hisham on
the day of the Conquest [of Makkah]. ¢Ali went to her house and took a
sword intending to kill him, so she jumped on him and held his hand,
and he could not lift his feet from the ground. He began to try and break
free from her, but was unable to do so. At that moment, the Messenger
of Allah (s) came in and saw her, so he smiled and said, “We have granted
refuge to the one whom you have given refuge. Do not make “Ali angry,
for verily Allah is angered by his anger.” And he said, “O “Ali, you have
been overpowered by a woman?” He replied, “O Messenger of Allah, I
was unable to raise my feet from the ground!” So the Prophet (s)
laughed and said, “If Aba Talib had sired the people, they would all have
been courageous.”
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(71) One of the wise philosophers was being told off by his wife, but he
remained silent. So her anger became more severe due to his silence,
and she took the bucket that she would use to wash clothes and poured
water on him and on the precious book he was holding in his hand. At
this, he raised his head and said, “I saw you for a while lashing out like
lightening and rumbling like thunder, until you finally just burst out

raining!”
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(72) Lugman [said]: Whoever has in him three things, his faith is

complete: When he is pleased with something, his joy does not drive

him towards falsehood; when he is angry, his rage does not drive him

away from the truth; and when he gains power [and authority], he does
not take what does not belong to him.
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(73) Whoever obeys anger forfeits etiquette.
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(74) Lugman [said]: When you want to take a friend as a brother, then
make him angry. If he treats you fairly when he is angry, then make him
your brother, otherwise be cautious of him.

(75) A man verbally abused another man, but he remained silent, so he

was asked about that, and he said: If a dog barks at you, would you bark
back at it? And if a donkey kicks you, would you kick it back?
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(76) Aristotle [said]: Bad habits are like a surging wave from whom one
is never safe.
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(77) Rabi‘ah [al-‘Adawiyyah] used to offer a thousand rak‘ahs of prayer
every day and night, saying, “I do not wish for any reward thereby;
rather, I do this so that the Messenger of Allah may be pleased and say

to the other Prophets: Look at this lady from my ummah - this is her act
[of worship] every day and night.”
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(78) Khalaf ibn Ayyib never used to shoo away flies [from himself]
during prayer, so he was asked, “How do you patiently bear this?” He
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said, “I have learned that some wicked people would endure flogging
only so that it would be said, ‘So-and-so is very patient,” while in my
case, [ am standing before my Lord; so should I not then be patient with
[the disturbance of] a little fly that sits on me?”
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(79) Lugman [said]: Do not let the rooster be more sagacious than you;
he rises up before dawn to pray while you are still asleep.
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(80) Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah [said]: My father would call Qanbar
at night and give him flour and dates which he would then take to the
houses he knew [were needy], and nobody would know it was him [who
distributed the food]. SoIsaid to him, “0 father, what prevents you from
distributing it to them in the day time?” He replied, “O my son, charity
given in secret extinguishes the Lord’s wrath.”
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(81) ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far went for hajj and took thirty riding camels with
him, yet he [himself] journeyed on foot until he came to ‘Arafat. There,
he emancipated thirty slaves and made each of them ride one of the
thirty camels. He also instructed that they be given thirty thousand
[dirhams] and said, “T have freed them for the sake of Allah; perhaps
Allah will thereby free me from the Fire.”
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(82) Verily the example of one who learns the Qur’an at a young age is
like an engraving on a soft, smooth rock - if rain falls on it, it does not

change. And the example of one who learns the Qur’an in old age is like
an inscription on a baked brick - if rain falls on it, it gets washed away.
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(83) Jabir reported that the Prophet (s) said, “Beware of backbiting, for
indeed backbiting is worse than fornication.” Then the Messenger of
Allah (s) said, “Verily a man may fornicate and then repent, and Allah,

the Almighty, would forgive him. But the one who has backbited is not
forgiven until he is pardoned by the one about whom he spoke.”
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(84) Rabi‘ah [al-‘Adawiyyah said]: If a human being makes himself
sincere for Allah, the Almighty will apprise him of his bad deeds, so he

will become engrossed with [rectifying] them rather than with [looking
at the deeds of] others among the creation.
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(85) Fire does not consume dry foliage faster than backbiting consumes
good deeds.
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(86) Lugman [said]: O my son, I have rolled boulders and cut [through]

rocks, but I did not find anything heavier than an evil word that takes
root in the heart the way iron sinks deep into the water.
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(87) Suspicion is disgrace and backbiting is fire; whoever refrains from
suspicion [also] desists from backbiting.
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(88) ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Umar insulted al-Miqdad, so ‘Umar said, “I hereby
vow that I will certainly cut off his tongue [if he repeats such a thing] so

he may never insult anyone among the companions of the Messenger of

Allah (s).”
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(89) Al-Hasan al-Basri heard that someone had backbited him, so he sent

him a tray of fresh dates as a gift. The man came to him and said, “I

backbited you and you sent me a gift?” Al-Hasan replied, “You gifted me
your good deeds [by backbiting me] so I wanted to repay you [for that].”
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(90) Zayd ibn “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said: Nobody has ever

loved this life but that he ended up humiliated.
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(91) ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz heard a man supplicating, “O Allah, marry
me to a wide-eyed houri,” and while he said that he had pebbles in his
hand that he was moving around. So he said to him, “What a bad suitor
you are! Will you not even throw away the pebbles and make your
supplication to your Lord sincere?!”
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(92) One of the righteous people used to say before the prayer: O
Benevolent one, the sinner has come to you; and You have commanded

the benevolent to pardon offenders, so pardon me for the ugly [deed]
that is with me through the beautiful [mercy] that is with You.
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(93) Aba Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, said: With virtue, the
extent of supplication that suffices is just like the amount of salt that is
sufficient in food.
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(94) They said that from the etiquette of supplication [to Allah] is: that
one should look for a time that is especially meant for supplication, such
as between the adhan and igamah, since the Prophet (s) said, “The
supplication made between the adhan and igamah is never rejected,” or
in the state of prostration, or during the moments before dawn. One
should also supplicate facing the giblah, and raise his hands, as Salman
narrated that the Messenger of Allah (s) said, “Verily your Lord is
unpretentious and generous; when His servant raises his hands [in
supplication], He is ashamed to turn him away empty handed.” And Aba
Darda’ reported, “Raise these hands [in supplication] before they are
chained with fetters.” Then one should wipe his face with his hands
[after completing the supplication]. ‘Umar said, “Whenever the Prophet
(s) raised his hands in supplication, he would always wipe his face with
them before lowering them.” One should also not raise his gaze towards
the sky, due to the instruction of the Prophet (s), “The people should
stop raising their gazes towards the sky during supplication otherwise
their eyesight will be snatched away.” And he should lower his voice, as
Allah, the Exalted says: Supplicate to your Lord humbly and secretly (Q7:55).
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And he should not go out of his way to impress, and should not make his
supplication rhyme, but use simple prose instead, since the Prophet (s)
is reported to have said, “Do not make your supplications rhyme [like
poetry]; it suffices one to simply say: O Allah, I ask you for Paradise and
that which brings me closer to it of words and deeds, and I seek refuge

with you from the Fire and that which brings me closer to it of words
and deeds.”
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(95) ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz [said]: Do not be among those who curse
Iblis in open, yet obey him in secret.
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(96) A wise man said: The tongue with which Allah is mentioned ought
not to be used to speak obscenities.
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(97) A man found a paper in which the name of Allah was written, so he
lifted it and he had a dinar, so he spent it to buy some musk with which
he perfumed the paper [before keeping it in a respectful place]. Later,
he saw in a dream that it was as if a speaker said to him: Just as you have
perfumed My name, I will surely honour your mention [and reputation
among the people].
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(98) Everything has a touchstone, and the touchstone of the intellect is
keeping company with the learned.
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(99) Cheerfulness is the first [act of] hospitality for guests.
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(100) Lugman [said]: O my son, do not send an ignorant messenger [to
anyone]; if you cannot find someone wise [to send] then be your own
messenger.
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(101) Lugman said to his son: O my son, when you pass by a group of
people, then shoot at them the arrow of Islam, which is the [greeting of]

salam, and say, “Peace be upon you, and the mercy and blessing of
Allah.”
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(102) Al-‘Abbas was asked, “Are you older or the Messenger of Allah?”
He replied, “The Messenger of Allah is elder to me, but I was born before

”

him.
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(103) A man said to Abl Darda, “So-and-so has sent you greetings [of
salam],” So he said, “A good gift that is light to carry [and convey].”

w
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(104) Ibn ‘Abbas reported that the Prophet (s) said: It is from the right
of the child on his parent that he should give him a good name and train
him to have good etiquette.
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(105) Plato [said]: O youth, honour your elders so that those who come
after you can take you as role models [and do the same with their
elders].
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(106) A wise man said: The white hair of old age is a light for one who
follows [right] guidance, but it is a darkness for the one who oppresses
[himself and others].
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(107) Lugman [said]: O my son, he who says that only evil can extinguish
evil has lied. If he is truthful [in what he says], then let him kindle two

fires [side by side] and then see - does one of them extinguish the other?
Rather, only good can extinguish evil just as water extinguishes the fire.

il e 0 8,1 e il 10LE (V4A)

(108) Lugman [said]: Patience in the moment of hardship is the result of
strong conviction.

nele 4 iy A 43 Gt L @IS o]t o, (144)

(109) Aristotle [said]: The best speech is that in which the speaker is
truthful and from which the listener derives benefit.
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(110) They say two kinds of people never lack felicity and happiness: the
clement ruler and the truthful man.
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(111) A wise man said: Truthfulness is of two types; the greater of the
two is being truthful in that which could harm you.

Jsanl Jlae Gl 10 byl (11Y)

(112) Plato [said]: Truth is the tether of the intellects.
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(113) Bilal took a proposal for his brother Khalid ibn Rabah to a woman
from the Quraysh, and he told her family, “We are those whom you
know; we were slaves until Allah emancipated us, we were misguided
individuals until Allah guided us, and we were poor people until Allah
enriched us. I am here to propose on behalf of my brother to so-and-so,
so if you accept the marriage proposal, then all praise belongs to Allah,
and if you reject us, then Allah is the greatest.” They began talking

among themselves and said, “Bilal is among those whose background
and status in the eyes of the Messenger of Allah is known to us, so marry

303




304

SELECTIONS FROM RABI‘ AL-ABRAR

[her] to his brother, [so they accepted his proposal].” When they left,
his brother told him, “May Allah forgive you! Why did you not mention
our background and status in the eyes of the Messenger of Allah [instead
of what you told them about us]!?” He replied, “Worry not, O brother! I
spoke the truth [about us] and the truth got you married.”
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(114) Mu‘awiyah went for hajj, so he sought to meet with the lady known
as Darimiyyah al-Hajiniyyah who was from the Shi‘ah of Ali, may Allah
be pleased with him. She was dark-skinned and fat, so he addressed her
saying, “How are you O daughter of Ham?” She replied, “I am fine, but I
have no relationship with Ham; I am a woman from [the tribe of]
Kinanah.” He said, “That is right. Do you know why I have called you
here?” She replied, “Glory be to Allah! How would I have knowledge of
the unseen?” He said, “[I have called you] in order to ask you: why do
you love ‘Ali and hate me? And have friendship for him but enmity for
me?” She said, “Will you excuse me from answering that?” He said,
“No.” She said, “If you insist, then know that I love “Ali due to his justice
with his subjects, and his treating everyone equally, and I hate you for
fighting against one who is more worthy of authority than yourself, and
for seeking what is not rightfully yours. I have amity and loyalty for him
because of the covenant made regarding his authority by the Messenger
of Allah, and his love for the poor, and his respect for the religious
people. And I have enmity for you because of your shedding blood and
rebellion [against the rightful ruler].” He said, “That is why your
stomach is inflated, and your bosom has become enlarged, and your
derriere is so big.” She replied [angrily], “O you! It is by [the likes of your
mother] Hind that an example is set for my father?” He said, “Do not get
angry, for we did not say anything negative. When a woman’s stomach
gets inflated, she is able to bear healthy children. And when her bosom
is enlarged, she is able to feed her children adequately. And when her
backside is big, her seat gains weight.” So she calmed down. He asked
her about “Ali’s speech, so she said, “His speech would illuminate the
hearts from blindness just as oil brightens the saucer.” Then he asked
her, “Do you have any need?” She asked, “And what will you do if I ask
[you]?” He said, “By Allah, T will surely fulfill it.” She said, “Give me a
hundred red she-camels along with their stallion and cameleer.” He
asked, “What will you do with them?” She said, “With them I will feed
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the children, maintain modesty among the adults, acquire noble traits,
and reconcile between the tribes.” He asked, “If I give them to you, will
I attain the same station as ‘All in your eyes?” She said, “Glory be to
Allah! You will still be lower than him, or even lower, or even lower!”
He said, “By Allah, if it had been ‘Ali that you asked, he would never
have given them to you!” She said, “Yes, by Allah. He would not have
given me even a single grain from the wealth of the Muslims.” So
Mu‘awiyah laughed and gave her what she had asked for and sent her
back with honour.
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(115) Aristotle [said]: Death with the truth is better than life with falsity.
RSP Gl IS e s Y i bl i (119)

(116) Socrates [said], “Do not sit on the weighing scale.” Meaning, do not
hide the truth.
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(117) The sea has no neighbour, the king has no friend, and health has

no price.
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(118) ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far said: There is no good in kindness unless it is

initiated [without asking]. As for when a person comes to you after

having restlessly spent the night in sleeplessness, not knowing whether
he will return having attained what he needs after asking [you for
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assistance], or will be turned away disappointed, if you turn him away
from his need, you make him feel small, and blood drains from his face,
and he wishes he could find a tunnel in which to enter and disappear.

Jsmmat remall o3 s i jim L b 655 ¥ I B 20 S (119)
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(119) A wise man said: Verily one who seeks to do things at the wrong
time is akin to the person who strikes a [solid] rock with a wooden
pickax.
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(120) One who wishes to be obeyed should [only] ask for that which can
be done.
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(121) Nothing is more painful for freemen than having to refer back to
the wicked.
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(122) When the noble [and generous] one is asked, he is pleased, but
when the vile one is asked, he gets anxious [and distressed].
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(123) Mu‘awiyah was the most gluttonous of people. He used to eat until
he had to stretch out, then he would say, “O servant-boy, lift away [the
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food]. By Allah, I am not yet satisfied; rather, I have become tired [of
eating].” And he used to eat seven meals every day, the last of which
was after eventide. His main meal consisted of a huge bowl of mixed
stew with a little less than a kilo of onions.
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(124) One who controls his stomach grasps all virtuous morals.

a0 pLalall e o g1 ST i slaad aSodl p s oLl 5 ae JLE(1Y0)
Ao il ey SL oy de g Cin Loy gl s 1500 Y] p o8 ooy Lo
kil 56 @l ) 16 bases A6 L & slae

(125) On the day of the arbitration [at Siffin], ‘Amr ibn al-‘As told
Mu‘awiyah, “Give them plenty of food, for by Allah, a group never eats
to their fill but that they lose their intellection, and the resolve of a man
who sleeps with a full stomach is not carried through.” So when
Mu‘awiyah found that what he said was true, he commented, “Verily
overeating depletes astuteness.”
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(126) Lugman [said]: O my son, do not eat to your fill, for indeed if you

were to throw it to the dogs it would be better for you than to eat it
[yourself].

o 3] ol B gy o 131 o0 S & g 15yl 2251 (VYY)

(127) Ardashir [said]: Beware of the force of the noble one when he is
hungry, and the force of the wicked one when he is full.
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(128) Lugman said to his son, “Eat the best food and sleep on the most
comfortable bed.” By this he meant: fast a lot and prolong your night

vigil such that you find the food tastier [when you eat it] and the bed
more comfortable [when you sleep on it].

b e s g e s o5y e 1N ) 10 ks (V1)

(129) A philosopher once said, “Slaves are of three types: the actual
slave, the slave of his base desires, and the slave of his greed.”
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(130) A wise man was asked, “Why is the old person greedier for this

world than the youth?” He said, “Because he has tasted from the flavor
of this world what the youth has not.”

el (Sl el ] (S 1] e o a5 (1TY)

(131) Zayd ibn “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said: If I call you
towards a matter in which I have not myself preceded you, then you
have no obligation to obey me [in that].

B e s Y ST e s iz sl (VYY)

(132) Al-Najashi [said]: A kingdom may last with disbelief, but it can
never endure with oppression.
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(133) Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah reported that the Prophet (s) said: Beware of
injustice, for verily injustice will result in darkness on the Day of
Judgment; and beware of avarice, for verily avarice is what led those

before you to destruction - it made them shed their blood and violate

their sanctities.
e g3 1L e 05K of L) STl gl i e, s (VYF)
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(134) Khosrow was asked, “Which of the people would you most like to
be intelligent?” He replied, “My enemy.” He was asked, “And why is

that?” He said, “Because when he is intelligent, I am safe from him.””
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(135) Aristotle was asked, “Why is a jealous person more sad [than

others]?” He replied, “Because he takes his share of sorrow and distress
in this world and adds on to it his sadness at the joy of other people.”

b b sl 0L 1L Soje e QLI iy oy 05 BOGY 15 (1)

* An intelligent enemy follows rational conventions that are understood by wise and
rational people, whereas one who lacks intelligence acts rashly and randomly, based on
whims and emotions, so he is unpredictable and more dangerous as an enemy. (Tr.)
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(136) Plato was asked, “By what can a person take revenge on his
enemy?” He said, “By increasing his own merits [and excellence].”
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(137) Lugman [said]: O my son, beware of laziness and vexation, for if

you are lazy, you will not fulfill the right [of others] and when you are
vexed, you will not remain patient upon [that which is] right.
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(138) The lawful comes in drops while the unlawful flows [copiously].
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(139) The wife of Abli Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, did not have
anything to shroud him with, so she started crying. He said to her, “I
heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say to a group of people whom I was a
part of, ‘Verily one of you will die in the wilderness, and a group of
believers will witness his demise.” So go and look at the road [to see if
anyone is approaching].” At that moment, [she saw that] there were
some men approaching, and they said, “May our fathers and mothers be
your ransom!” He said to them, “I implore you by Allah that one of you
should shroud me, be he a chief, a commander, or a guardsman.” So a
young man from the Ansar shrouded him [after his death] with two
clothes that had been spun [for him] by his mother.
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(140) Al-Jahiz [said]: Passion is the name given to that which exceeds
love, just as extravagance is the name of that which surpasses

generosity, and miserliness is the name of that which goes beyond the
limit of economization.
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(141) Plato was asked about infatuation, so he said, “It is a disease that

affects only those who have free time.”
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(142) Lugman [said]: The pinnacle of nobility and eminence is [in

possessing] a strong intellect, so whoever has a strong intellect covers
up his flaws, reforms his misdeeds, and his Master is pleased with him.
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(143) A wise man was asked, “When did you first use your intellect?” He
said, “When I was born.” When he saw their disbelief, he said, “[When I
was a newborn,] I cried when hungry, sought the breast when I needed

it, and became quiet when it was given to me.” Meaning, whoever
understands the extent of his needs is indeed intelligent.
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(144) A philosopher said: He who is alone in his opinion has no opinion.
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(145) Lugman [said]: O my son, consult one who has experience, for

indeed he will give you his view that was acquired at great expense,
while you will take it gratis.
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(146) Malik ibn Dinar [said]: Verily when a scholar does not act [on his

knowledge], his advice slides off the hearts the way a drop [of water]
slides on a smooth rock.
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(147) A wise man said: There is nothing more beautiful than an intellect
that has been adorned by knowledge, and knowledge that has been
adorned by forbearance, and forbearance that has been adorned by
truthfulness, and truthfulness that has been adorned by action, and
action that has been adorned by kindness.
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(148) The scholar is the doctor of this ummah, and this world is its
malady - so when the doctor [himself] seeks the malady, then when will
he cure others [of it]?
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(149) A man asked Plato, “How did you manage to gather all of this

knowledge?” He said, “I used up more oil for [lighting] the lamp than all
the liquid I drank during my entire lifetime.”
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(150) A wise man said: Food and drink are the provisions for physical
bodies, but the provisions for the intellect are wisdom and knowledge.
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(151) A wise man said: A person’s recognition that he does not know
[something] is the best of [all] his knowledge.
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(152) Plato [said]: Not every human is a human being - only one who is
a human in his knowledge and etiquette.
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(153) Lugman said to his son: Sit with scholars, and keep yourself close
to them [in order to hear their speech], for verily Allah enlivens the
hearts by the light of wisdom just as he revives the earth with downpour
from the sky.
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(154) He also said: O my son, pack your knowledge just as you pack your
money, and do not speak of it until you find one who is worthy [of
receiving it].
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(155) One who writes a book or recites a poem has presented his

intellect before the people; if he does well, he becomes a target [of the
envious] and if he errs, he gets slandered.
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(156) Aristotle [said]: Wisdom is to morals what medicine is to bodies.
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(157) Bozorgmehr was asked, “What is the reason for your greater
respect towards your teacher compared to your respect for your
father?” He replied, “Because my father was the cause of my transient

life [in this world], while my teacher is the cause of my permanent life
[of felicity in the Hereafter].”
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(158) Aristotle [said]: Whoever abandons etiquette, his intellect gets
stifled.
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(159) Lugman [said]: Be a learned scholar, or a student [in search of
knowledge], or a listener, or an admirer. And do not be of the fifth
category [which does not include any of the above], lest you get
destroyed.
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(160) There was once a student who used to ask a scholar many
questions, so he said, “Do not be satisfied with yourself for seeking to
increase your knowledge despite falling short in action, for I see you are

strong-willed in asking questions. So ensure that you are not weak in

action lest you become one of the captives of Iblis.”
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(161) Lugman was asked, “Who is the most learned of all people?” He
replied, “The one who augments his knowledge with the knowledge of
the people.”
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(162) When ‘Ubaydullah ibn Ziyad killed al-Husayn, may Allah be
pleased with him and curse his killer, a bedouin recited the couplet:

Look at the son of the [most] unchaste woman of this nation, how he killed the
son of its Prophet!
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(163) When news of the martyrdom of al-Husayn, may Allah be pleased
with him, reached the people, and all the inhabitants of Madinah

expressed their rage on his killers, the daughter of ‘Agil ibn Abi Talib
came out with her grandchildren and recited [the following couplets]:

What will you say if the Prophet asks you:
What did you do while you were the last of nations

with my progeny and family after my death?
Half of them are captives and the other half lay covered in blood!

It was not my recompence for the sincere guidance I brought you
that you should treat my near relatives thus after me!
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(164) A philosopher said: Do not belittle the position of the one whom

you wage war against, for indeed if you are victorious, you will not be
praised and if you are defeated, you will not be excused.
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(165) A man said to a philosopher, “So-and-so criticized you for such-
and-such.” So he said, “You faced me with your impudence in a manner
by which he was too ashamed to face me!”

O ses AU L Lay Ko 1Y =Y s Sy oS pae (159)
(166) A wise sage heard one man say to another, “May Allah not show
you anything you dislike!” So he said, “It is as if you have prayed for his

death, for indeed one who lives in this world cannot escape seeing [and
experiencing] that which he dislikes.”
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(167) Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah narrated from the Prophet (s): On the Day of
Judgment, the people who enjoyed well-being [in the world] will wish

that their flesh was cut with shears when they see the reward that Allah,
the Exalted, has kept for the people who suffered tribulation.
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(168) A wise man was asked, “What is the thing which is not good to
speak of even if it is true?” He replied, “A man’s praise of himself.”
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(169) Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah was asked, “How could ‘Ali, may
Allah be pleased with him, send you to the frontline and put you in dire
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peril, instead of [sending] al-Hasan and al-Husayn?” He replied,
“Because they were [like] his eyes and I was his hand. So he would
protect [his eyes] with his hand.”
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(170) Aristotle [said]: The merit a speaker has over a mute is his speech,
and the adornment of speech is truthfulness. [However,] the mute and
the silent one are [both] better than the liar.
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(171) A philosopher said: Whoever habituates himself to lying will not
believe the [words of the] truthful.
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(172) jabir ibn ‘Abdullah [said]: The Messenger was never asked for a
thing to which he responded, “No.”*
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(173) A philosopher said: The bane of generosity is erring in
distinguishing the worthy recipients.
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(174) 1t used to be said: The generous one consumes his wealth, but the
miserly is consumed by his wealth.

** Meaning that he never turned away anyone who asked him for something he
possessed. (Tr.)
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(175) They said that the reason chess was invented was because the
kings of India did not like to fight battles, so when two sides had a

dispute in a province or in the kingdom, they would play chess, and the
winner would take it [and have his way] without any fighting.
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(176) Malik ibn Dinar [said]: 1 am surprised at the one who avoids certain

foods out of fear of illness, why does he not avoid sins out of fear of the

Fire!
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(177) Abi Dharr narrated from the Prophet (s): The owner of two
dirhams will have a more severe accounting on the Day of Judgment
than the owner of a single dirham.
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(178) Lugman [said]: O my son, I have eaten colocynth and I have tasted
bitter aloe, but I have never come across anything more bitter than

poverty. So if you ever become poor, do not talk about it to anyone
among the people lest they disparage you. Rather, ask Allah, for who is
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it that has ever asked Allah yet He did not grant him? Or supplicated to
him yet He did not respond? Or humbly beseeched him yet He did not
relieve him from his plight?
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(179) A wise man said: Good management with enough is more sufficing
than plenty of wealth with extravagance.
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(180) Abti Khalaf, the servant of the Messenger of Allah (s), said: When

a wicked person is praised, the Divine Throne shakes and the Lord is
angered.
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(181) Ibn ‘Abbas said about “Ali ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with
him: He was, by Allah, like the magnificent moon, the lurking lion, the
flowing river, and the early spring. He resembled the moon in his
radiance and splendor, the lion in his courage and acuteness, the river
in his generosity and munificence, and the spring in his fecundity and
modesty.
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(182) Mu‘awiyah once passed gas while on the pulpit, so he said, “0
people, verily Allah created bodies and placed within them gasses, but
people do not have control over when they are discharged from them!”
So Sa‘sa‘ah ibn Sawhan stood up and said, “Now then, the discharge of

gasses in lavatories is an established practice, but on pulpits it is an
innovation - and I seek forgiveness from Allah for myself and you!”
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(183) A philosopher saw a dead body being carried away, so he said, “A
beloved is being carried away by his loved ones towards eternal

incarceration.”
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(184) A bedouin was told, “You will die.” He asked, “And where will I

then be taken?” They said, “To Allah.” He said, “I do not dislike being
taken to the only one from whom I have ever seen goodness.”
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(185) When Mu‘awiyah received the news that al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali, may

Allah be pleased with him, has died, Mu‘awiyah prostrated in gratitude,
as did those around him. When Ibn ‘Abbas came to him, he asked, “0 Ibn
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‘Abbas, has Abti Muhammad died?” He said, “Yes. And I heard about
your prostration. By Allah, O son of the Eater of Livers, your jealousy for
him will not seal off your grave, nor will your lifespan increase due to
the end of his term!”
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(186) A man from the progeny of Abi Sufyan ibn al-Harith ibn ‘Abd al-
Muttalib stood over the grave of al-Hasan ibn Ali, may Allah be pleased
with him, and said: Indeed your feet have brought, and your shoulders
have carried to this grave one of the friends of Allah, whose arrival will
please the Prophet of Allah. Heaven'’s gates will open for his soul, and
the wide-eyed houris will be excited to meet him. Glad tidings of his
arrival will be given to the Mistresses of all women of Paradise from his
mothers, and the people of his neighbourhood [in Madinah] and [all]
religious individuals will miss his presence. May Allah have mercy upon
him, and with Allah is the reward of bearing this tribulation.
i o a8 ol 8l Ea s i B lae e (VAV)
el i 1 s OLS 5 3 e b IS g e b o5 0 S
Y U S el aa Gyl sdis b bl Le Ly ool L) e
g A U gy e o g3 ey B A s Bl e

.ﬁ»igfé;?mldy,@a:wawa;ﬁi?;{&;\ygmlu

323




324

SELECTIONS FROM RABI‘ AL-ABRAR

(187) Mu‘awiyah promised Ja‘dah bint Ash‘ath [a reward of] a hundred
thousand [dirhams] for poisoning him (Imam al-Hasan (a)). He lived for
two months in which he would vomit blood into a basin. And he would
say, “I have been made to drink poison many times, but none have
affected me the way I have been affected this time. [It is as if] my liver
has been disgorged.” And he said to his brother al-Husayn, “When I die,
bury me with the Messenger of Allah if you are able to. But if they
prevent you, then bury me in al-Baqi®.” So they came out intending to
bury him with the Messenger of Allah (s), but Marwan and his cohorts
from the Bani Umayyah blocked their way and prevented him from

being buried next to the Messenger of Allah (s).
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(188) A philosopher said: Verily the greatest rulership is for a human
being to rule over [and control] his base desires.
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(189) One of the traits of kings is love for uniqueness, and they think
that it is a source of glory and grandeur for them. To the extent that if

it were possible, they would even consume unique water and breathe in
unique air which no one else did.
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(190) Lugman said: Do not approach a king when he is angry, or the sea
when its tide is rising.
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(191) Lugman said: There are three groups whom people must indulge:
the domineering king, the woman, and the sick.
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(192) Whoever finds a door that is locked will find next to it a door that
is open.
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(193) An orator prolonged his speech in the presence of Alexander, so

he stopped him and said: It is not good for the orator to speak to the

extent of his ability; rather, [he should speak] in accordance with the
capacity of the listener.
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(194) A wise man said: Verily when the tongue’s movement increases,
its charm becomes tenuous.
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(195) A philosopher said: Whoever has [a point of] wisdom or etiquette

should speak of it, for verily silence is more apt for an ignorant person
than a man of letters.
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(196) Lugman [said]: O my son, do not address your speech to one who
does not listen to you, for indeed it is easier to carry rocks from the peak
of mountains than it is to speak with one who does not listen.
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(197) Salman, may Allah be pleased with him, went to propose marriage
to a Qurayshi lady, and Abu al-Darda® accompanied him. The latter
entered [the tent to convey the proposal, and] mentioned Salman’s
background and merits, but they said, “We will not marry her to him.
However, if you wish, we can marry her to you.” So he married her and
then came out. He said [to Salman], “O my brother, I have done
something for which I feel ashamed in front of you,” and he informed
him what had transpired. So Salman said, “I am more deserving to feel
ashamed - I proposed marriage to a lady whom Allah had ordained for

”

you.
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(198) Lugman said: Do not attend [too many] weddings, for they will
make you yearn for this world and forget the Hereafter. [Instead,]

attend funerals because they will make you abstemious in this world
and desirous of the Hereafter.

st ey g Al ) s 1 Sy LSS b ol 2 (1849)

Cw(.,_Alﬁla_g,so_ﬂwéu\&wt:du‘,@;ug,jr_m



MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND SAYINGS

T_Aja-)i_‘g-ﬁoui_’;ﬁu&_*q-jcujp-wb_w)c%iﬁ.k_wu&q-)c"}:&k_wl

B3 Y e oot o e e O 1 L) e L e 5 (T

z

Ol Ay Tzea s d—bji—ﬂfﬂwﬂj—e@@w‘ﬁlﬁﬁo—ﬂﬁ@
Sy At oot S sl B 515 (B LI BB S JL (5 0Ls
s s dly pas . Il S ada Ty adorle Lo DBl (e Lgd Sy el 5

(199) Abt Talib attended the marriage ceremony of the Messenger of
Allah (s) to Khadijah, may Allah be pleased with her, and along with him
were the Banii Hashim and the heads of [the tribe of] Mudar. He said,
“All praise be to Allah who placed us among the progeny of Ibrahim and
the lineage of Isma‘il, and made us in charge of His house and caretakers
of His sanctuary. He kept for us a house that is visited by pilgrims and a
safe sanctuary, and made us rulers over the people. Then [let it be
known that] verily Muhammad ibn ¢‘Abdillah, son of my brother, is one
whom none among the youth of Quraysh can be compared to but that
he would supersede him in virtue, merit, honour, intelligence, lineage,
and nobility. Even though he has little wealth, indeed worldly wealth is
like a passing shadow and undependable provision. He has proposed
marriage to Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, and granted her dowry which
shall be, now and in the future, from my wealth. And by Allah, after this
there shall be for him great news and a lofty station.”
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(200) ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muljam, may Allah curse him, married Qutam
bint ‘Algamah from the tribe of Taym al-Ribab, who was a Kharijite
woman. She said to him, “I will not be satisfied except with the dowry I
demand, which is three thousand dirhams, a slave and a slave-woman,
and that you kill ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib.” He responded, “You will have what
you ask for, except ‘Ali. How would I ever reach him?” She said, “You
must assassinate him, then if you escape, you will have relieved the
people from an evil and can then reside with your wife [in peace], but if
you are caught and killed, you will enter Paradise.”
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(201) Lugman said: Verily advice is difficult for the foolish to bear, just
as it is difficult for an old man to climb a rugged slope.
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(202) Lugman said: O my son, feel compassion for the poor due to their
lack of patience, and feel compassion for the rich due to their lack of
gratitude, and feel compassion for everyone due to their prolonged
negligence.
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(203) A wise man said: Gratitude has three stages: a feeling inside the
heart, an expression by the tongue, and a recompense by the hand.
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(204) Sulayman ibn Dawtid’s (a) mother told him: O my son, do not sleep
too much, for indeed the one who sleeps [a lot] will come empty-handed
on the Day of Judgment.
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(205) Lugman [said]: O my son, be trustworthy and you will live
prosperously.
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(206) A man said to Salman, may Allah be pleased with him, “O Aba
‘Abdillah, so-and-so has sent you greetings.” So he said, “Indeed, if you

had not conveyed it as you did, it would have remained as a trust on

your shoulders.”
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(207) Mu‘awiyah invited Qays ibn Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubadah to abandon Ali (a)
when the people left his side, so he wrote to Mu‘awiyah [saying]: O idol
son of an idol! Do you urge me to abandon °Ali ibn Abi Talib and enter
into your obedience? And you seek to frighten me [by saying] that his
companions have all left his side and the people have joined you and
fled towards you?! By Allah besides whom there is no other deity, I will
never make peace with you while you are at war with him, nor will I
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ever follow you while you are his enemy. I will never choose the enemy
of Allah over His friend, nor [will I choose] the party of Satan over His
party - and peace [be with those who follow true guidance].
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(208) A philosopher said: Hearts are the treasure-chests of secrets, and

lips are their locks, and tongues are their keys; so all of you should
preserve the key to the treasure-chest of his secrets.
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(209) A wise man said: The hearts of freemen are the tombs of secrets.
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(210) Anashirwan said: Four ugly traits are uglier in four groups:

miserliness in kings, dishonesty in judges, impetuosity in scholars, and

shamelessness in women.
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(211) Lugman the wise [said]: Contentment suffices as honour, and good
nature [suffices] as bounty.
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(212) Lugman said: O my son, keep your focus on that for which you

have been created, and do not concern yourself with that which has
been taken care of [for you].
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(213) And it is reported that Lugman said: O my son, never allow a tiny
ant to be cleverer than you; it gathers [provisions] during the summer

for the winter.
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